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I . Speaking

Conversations
1
Haven’t We Met Before?
M. Hi. Uh. haven't we met before? You look so familiar.
A\ Yeah. We met on campus last week. { Yeah!_ and vou asked me the same question,
M. Oh. oh really? I'm sorry. but I'm terrible with names. But. but. but ... Let me
guess. It's Sherry. right?
W, No. It's Sharon. And what's your name?
M. It’s Ben. but everyone calls me B. J. And. uh. what do you do. Sh ... Sharon?
W, I'm a graduate student majoring in TESL.
M. Uh. TESL ... What's that?
W, It stands for teaching English as a second language. 1 want to teach English 1o non-
native speakers overseas.
M. Oh. yeah. I'm pretty good at English grammar. You know. verbs and adjectives,

and uh ... Hey. that sounds really exciting. And do vou need some type of specific

degree or experience to do that? I mean could 1 do something like that?
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W. Well, most employers overseas are looking for someone who has at least a
Bachelor's degree and one or two years of experience. [Oh!] And what do you do?
Are you a student on campus?

M;. Yeah. but, uh ... T gyess I'm mulling over the idea of going into accounting or in-

ternational business, but I guess I'm now leaning towards a degree in marketing.

W. Oh, uh .. Well. I have to run. 1 have a class in ten minutes.

M;: Okay. well. bye.

2
A Talk on Farmland Development

Sue; You know. John, I feel that the developers are using up the best farmland
to build high-rises ...

John: Mm.

Sue: Nuh, in fact, I just joined this group — it's called The Citizens Against
Overdevelopment — and they have a feally good point ...

John: Yes, you're right, but ...

Sue: Oh, but another thing. I mean, of course we need places for people to
live, but do they have to take some of the best farmland to build it?

John; Well, T know, but let's face it, we have more people, and they need hou-
sing. and industry has to be developed ...

Sue: Yes, but the way I see it is you don't have to take the best.farmland to
build high-rises ...

Mary: You know. Sue, I think you've got a good point there. Now, now John;
what you were saying is right too, but I think if ... well, if everybody just
got together and talked about it. 1 think everything would work out.

Sue: Well, see, the thing is ... is that the developers have had their way long
enough. and it’s ...

Mary . That's right.

Sue: ... time for people to fight back!

Mary . John: Yes.

Yoko:
.]im:
Yoko:

Jim.

3

Generation X-ers
So what year were you born?
1971. Yes. I'm part of the Generation X.
Generation X? I think I've heard of it. but I don't know what it means,
It's basically a trendy classification for the generation born in the United States
after 1965. It was coined in 1991 by author Douglas Coupland, who wrote a book
by that title.
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Yoko: So what is the distinction of the Generation X? What characterizes them?

Jim; Well, they are usually college students educated and dissatisfied with their ca-
reers,

Yoko: So, they are basically overeducated and underemployed?

Jim: Right. And they're also having a pessimistic attitude about society. They don’t
see life getting any better. They're disillusioned with corporate America. They
don't even like the label “Generation X”.

Yoko: I can see why. Nobody likes to be stereotyped.

Jim: There are actually two different stereotypes associated with the Generation
X-ers. One is the slacker image in which the individual has no motivation and is a
whiner. On the other extreme is the highly educated computer hacker who has
his own business.

Yoko: So tell me some more about Generation X lingo.

Jim: Sure. ...

Notes

1. TESL: teaching English as a second language H{HiEE N E —IEE.,

2. It’s basically a trendy classification for the generation born in the United States after
1965. It was coined in 1991 by author Douglas Coupland, who wrote a book by that ti-
tle. FrAMRRE M ERXFLEK EEXEH 1965 FHEH—RA. XMEICE 1991 4
# Douglas Coupland €3/ .

3. lingo: 5 . f7i%.

4. EHIBERREMBARE BT Let me think, Let me see ZF ik LIS F A FIE < i
O 4 HE B (]

Useful Expressions

Opening and closing a conversation Making definitions
o Tobegin with e ... maybe defined as ...
o Let's start by ... o The red light means that the battery is low.
* Niceday. isn'tit? s The word has several dif ferent meanings.
* Horrible weather we're having. o These symbols on the map represent schools.
* Excuse me, is anybody sitting here? e What does NATO stands for?
* Excuse me, have you got a light? e He used the term “democratic” in its broadest
* Say, don't I know you from somewhere? sense.

e Obviously your definition of “rich” is very
dif ferent from mine.
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Opening and closing a conversation

Making definitions '

e See vou!

* Have a good weekend )

« I'mreally going to miss you.
¢ Takecare!

e Keep in touch!

e Nice chatting with you.

o Let's get together sometime.

e Nicetalking to you. See you around.

Understahding '

Hesitating

o [ know just what you mean.

e Got it?

e Do you see what I mean?

o I'mwith you.

¢ Yes. I read vou loud and clear.
o I get the picture message.

o I hear what you are saying.

e I got you.

Let me see.

How can I put it?

You know the thing is ...
Well ... let me think.
Er.. ifIdidnt. ..

Yes. It's like this. vou see.

Oral Practice

1. Practice with your partner paying attention to how people usually start a conversation.

Then choose the subject from the following you know least about! The idea is to kegi) talk-

ing constantfy and not be silent while yoﬁ are thinking. The following conversation on the

weather is for your reference.

(Two strangers meet at a bus stop. )

Woman: We couldn't ask for a better day. could we?

Man; I know. There isn't a cloud in the sky. I love this time of year.

Woman: Me too. The cherry blossoms are beautiful. aren’t they?

Man: They sure are. But I heard they are calling for rain all weekend.

‘Woman; Really? Oh wgll. I have to work all weekend anyway,

Man; Wow. What a pity!
babies Hitchhiking trees classical music
the sun the moon electricity literature
insects vegetarianism politics royalty
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2. Practice with your partner by making definition of something at hand. Try t(; use the ex-
‘ pressions above. Then change turns and ask some questions if you can’t understand while
listening. The following things are for your reference,
pencil sharpener calculator zipper watch
mobile phone MP3 file folder dictionary

I. Listening

Passage

J. K. Rowling — The “Mother” of Harry Potter

1. Listen to the passage once and choose the best answer to each of the questions,
1) Where was Rowling born?

A. Britain. B. America.

C. Canada. D. Australia,
2) When did Rowling write her first book?

A. In primary school.

B. At university.

C. At the age of six.

D. After she had a baby.
3) What kind of “bad” time did Rowling have?
A. She was out of work, divorced and poor.
B. She was penniless and couldn’t not afford to buy papers.
C. She felt so lonely that she often went to a small café.
D. She was out of work and had to make money by writing,.
What did she do before her book was published?
A. She went to café to write books for them.
B. She had tried a lot of publishers.
C. She read the book to her daughter.
D. She was expected by some publishers.
5) Who like her books most?

A. Children.

B. Children and their parents.

C. Children and adults.

D. Preschool children.

4

~
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2. Listen to the passage again:and fill in the chart: with what you hear.

i

L3

s

J K Rowlmg s Story

Before she was famous.
She had a “bad patch” in her life:

1) She was ' and she was
$0 .

2) SHe lived in a and

3) In order to . she

4) She sent her manuscripts to before

she eventually

After she was famous.:
5) Her books .
6) like her books.

Interview

Interview with Sharon Eppersen, CNBC

1. Sharon Epperson is a correspondent with CNBC Business News. Epperson is a former wri-
ter with Time Magazine, and has interned with The Wall Street Journal, The Washington
Post, the Boston Globe and the Pittsburgh Press. Now he is interviewed by Journalism-
Jobs, com, Listen to the interview once and choose the best answer to each of the ‘ques-

tions.

1) What does Epperson think of the two mediums being a journalist in both newspaper and

television?

A. Television is more interesting than newspaper.

B. Television transfers information quicker than print,

C. Television is as money-making as newspaper.

D. The audience can be engaged in the activities on TV

2) Why doesn’t Epperson give up writing?
A. Because the readers love his stories.

B. Because he is a good storyteller.

C. Because the TV program is easy to be forgotten.

D. Because he likes to tell his readers what he can’t say on TV.

3) Where was Epperson born?
A. America. B. Harlem.

A. Because he is an African American.

B. Because he was very friendly to them.

C. Because his name is Sharon Epperstein.

D. Because he was the director of Time.
5

~

Which of the following is Not true?

C. Louis Farrakhan.
4) Why did Epperson feel very close to the local people when he was working in Africa?

D. Africa,
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A. Epperson felt uneasy to cope with people from Mosque Number 7 in Harlem.
B. He couldn’t make himself understood.
C. He felt difficult coping with Americans.

D. He was viewed as selling out the news story.

2. Listen to the interview again and fill in the chart with what you hear,

The advantage of TV

T
The advantages of print !

D . -3

.

Il. Reading

Passage One
Subh Sang-Rok

In 1997, Suh Sang-Rok was earning about U.S. $7.500 a month. He was a vice-pres-
ident of Sammi. the 26th biggest conglomerate in South Korea and the world's third big-
gest producer of specialty steel. In 1997. when the Korean economy collapsed, Sammi
went bankrupt. The company had been expanding so quickly and borrowing so much mo-
ney it could not keep going in difficult times.

Suh Sang-Rok did not lose his job immediately. He remained employed while arrange-
ments were made for closing the company down. But he had nothing to do — and he rea-
lized that before long he would be out of work. Even though he had been making good
money. and was 62 years old. Suh Sang-Rok hadn't saved much. and. because his compa-
ny had gone bankrupt. he didn't have a pension. He couldn’t retire. So he started thinking
about what he was going to do next.

He decided that he didn't want to stay in the business world any longer. He was tired
of that kind of life. In particular, he was tired of having to eat everyday with the
company's bankers. lying to them and trying to persuade them to lend Sammi more money
so it could stay in business. He called it “a pig’; life” and complained he often had to eat
five or six meals a day.

Suh Sang-Rok also started to think about the “values” — the Korean ideas about good
behaviour — that he had followed all his life. One of these ideas was that “status” is very
important — and most people believed that the best way to get status was to have a high
level job and a good salary. Anyone in that position who lost their job had lost their
status — and their honour. In other words., they had “lost face”.

But after thinking about things for a while. Suh Sang-Rok decided he didn't believe in



