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May People Enjoy a Life Full of
Blessings and May Flowers Bloom
Throughout the Spring

The word jixidng ( meaning lucky, propitious, or auspicious )
is used in ancient Chinese books and writings as early as the Zhou
Dynasty (1100 -221BC).

The word jixidng was written 7 3 ( jiyéng. auspicious sheep )
on oracle bones. To the ancient nomadic Chinese, large herds
of well-fed sheep were prized possessions; the word jiydng also
appeared in engravings on ancient utensils.

To have good luck is an eternal desire of all people. As art
records man’s ideals, good luck pictures are the most illuminating
part of Chinese spiritual culture. An old Chinese couplet says that
kindness leads to happiness and good luck. Typical good luck pictures
representing such include images depicting good luck and desire
fulfilled to the heart’s content, good luck with five blessings, etc.

The five blessings, good fortune, high salary and a
good career, longevity, happiness, and wealth, are the major
manifestations of good luck, with five different gods presiding
over each. The five blessings as first mentioned in Chinese
literature are not quite the same as the five which are spoken of
today, though they are quite similar. A couplet says a prosperous
family is granted many blessings. Typical good luck pictures

representing such include: long-term enjoyment of all five
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blessings, more blessings, etc.

Good fortune means happiness and complete satisfaction.
Ancient Chinese philosophers, including Lao Zi, all commented on
the notion of good fortune. Lao Zi once said fortune and adversity
alternated with each other. An old couplet speaks of burning
incense to ask for more blessings. Good luck pictures in this theme
include: good fortune for today, hope for blessings, blessings from
heaven, etc.

High salary means handsome salaries at a prestigious post.
In ancient times, Chinese people attached great significance
to academic excellence, which led in turn to high positions in
government. An old couplet says, “May you distinguish yourself
in the royal examinations and rank at the top of the list.” Good
luck pictures in this theme include: big improvements in salary
and post; salary and position bestowed from heaven, etc.

Longevity refers to good health and a long life. As Zhuang Zi
said, and as the Book of Songs records, longevity is the universal
wish of mankind. As wished in an old couplet, to grow old
together with a loved one is a joyful experience. This book has the
following good luck pictures concerning longevity: high above
shines the star of longevity; live to be 1000 years old with white
hair; offering a Saturn peach to wish for longevity, etc.

Happiness refers to happy events and celebrations. According
to ancient Chinese literature, happy events should be celebrated,
while those with worries should be consoled. An old Chinese
couplet says, “Why not keep on laughing as all days are filled with
happiness?” Good luck pictures in this theme included in this book
are double happiness arrives; all’s well that ends well, etc.

Wealth means getting rich and satisfying material desires. The
ancient Chinese people believed that the secret to endless wealth is
to be down-to-earth and prudent. Illustrating the concept of wealth
is an old couplet: A prosperous business deals with people from all

corners of the world, then wealth rolls in from afar. Typical good
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luck pictures of this type include: in comes wealth; get rich and
win high positions, etc.

Good luck pictures not only incorporate the five blessings,
but the art of painting and language as well. The beautiful lines
of these pictures, done in the style of traditional Chinese painting,
provides the viewers with artistic enjoyment pleasing to the eye
and heart; though mostly the work of folk artists, they exhibit a
level of craftsmanship worthy of the great and famous masters.
The language adopted in these pictures serves to popularize ancient
culture and the four-character good luck phrase accompanying
almost every picture depicts an attractive scene.

Designs of Chinese Blessings is a compilation of selected good
luck pictures passed down in my family for several generations
as well as those which I have been collecting for dozens of years.
Their beauty is beyond description. They combine the elegance of
the Ming Dynasty and the magnificence of the Qing Dynasty, the
nobility of the royal family and the modesty of the common people,
the boldness of the north and the delicacy of the south. The series
consists of five volumes: Good Fortune, High Salary and a Good
Career, Longevity, Happiness and Wealth. With 119 pictures in each
volume, the whole series contains 595 pictures and is a complete
representation of the various aspects of traditional Chinese good
luck pictures. Pictures are arranged based on the stroke number of
the first character of good luck phrases accompanying the picture.
As well, research has been done on each picture, and the resulting
interpretations complement the visuals nicely.

As the five blessings are the aspiration of each individual,
good luck delights all households. Though the good luck pictures
originate in China, their messages should benefit people all over
the world. May the Designs of Chinese Blessings bring good luck
to your life and happiness to your family.

Huang Quanxin
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