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Preface

Xie Zhixiu

Shandong area is one of the origins of Chinese ancient civilization. Archaeological research in
Shandong Province began in the year 1928 when the first Longshan Culture site was discovered in
Longshan village # 117, Zhanggiu city. Now, after 80 years of exploration, the local archaeological past
has been gradually reconstructed. It starts with the ape-man of Yiyuan {7 dating back to 400,000 years
ago, and the Xintai Wuzhutai 7% ¥ & homo sapiens from 50 to 20, 000 years ago, followed by the
Microlithic culture in the Yishu {fTi& and Wensi {{il§ river basins, the Houli f5Z culture, the Beixin &
3 culture, the Dawenkou A {1 culture, the Longshan JZ 11| culture and the Yueshi {43 culture, down
to the historic period. Every stage of this development is closely connected to the next and the cultural
traditions were handed down in one continuous line.

Since the 1970s, several groups of Buddhist sculptures were excavated in Shandong province:
Boxing {#2%, Yangxin PH{%, Wudi JCkE, Huimin EEL, Zouping 4F°F and Binzhou {#/| in western
Shandong yielded about 300 Buddhist sculptures, mainly composed of bronze statues. Nearly the same
number of Buddhist sculptures and many building components were found in Zhucheng i#4%. The
Mingdao Temple site B3 < in Linqu [y and the Buddhist site in Xiao Shijiazhuang /Nt % also
yielded a large number of sculptures. A pit was discovered in Longxing Temple #.34F in Qingzhou /¥,
containing around 400 Buddhist sculptures dating from the Northern Wei to the Northern Song dynasty.
The excavation of the Longxing Temple site was honoured as “one of the most important archaeological
discoveries in 20th century AD China”, together with the Dunhuang Grottoes, the Ruins of the Shang
Dynasty city Anyang, and the Terracotta Warriors. The discoveries provided extremely valuable material
for research on the spreﬁld of Buddhism in China, the dating of Buddhist sculptures of the Northern
Dynasties, and the stylistic evolution of sculpture of this period.

Linqu and Qingzhou are today neighbouring cities and counties, but traditionally they were both part
of ancient Qingzhou region. The Buddhist sculptures excavated from Linqu sites such as the Mingdao
Temple, the Dafo Temple K {#=F, and the temple site at Xiao Shijiazhuang are exquisitely made, and
most of them date back to the Northern Dynasties. Stylistically these sculptures are comparable to the

ones from Longxing Temple in Qingzhou, Longhua Temple #%&=F in Boxing, and temples in Zhucheng,
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presenting what is often called the ‘Qingzhou Style’. In addition, many Buddhist sculptures found in
Lingqu county bear dated inscriptions. Mingdao Temple yielded 13 sculptures bearing reign names,
and four that are inscribed with cyclical characters. Five dated sculptures were excavated in the Xiao
Shijiazhuang site. These dated sculptures help establishing a chronology for the development of Buddhist
sculpture in ancient Qingzhou region.

During 2003 and 2004, with the authorization of the Chinese govem;nent, the Archaeological
Institute of Shandong Province and Zurich University conducted a joint excavation of the Xiao
Shijiazhuang temple site in Linqu. Through years of writing and compiling, scholars from both sides
completed an archaeological report. Officially publishing this report will provide a great contribution
to academia. It is worth celebrating. The publication of the report marks the conclusion of the first
archaeological project conducted by scholars from China and Switzerland together. During the work,
scholars from the two countries practiced an all new concept of cultural heritage protection. Adopting a
scientific spirit of dedicated hard work and constructive and honest communication, they made the project
a smooth success. The Swiss team left a deep impression among the local population. The villagers
appreciated the efforts of the foreigners who continuously endured wind and rain as well as heat and cold
in order to help protecting Chinese cultural heritage.

The excavation received substantial support by both the Chinese and the Swiss governments. The
Schweizerisch-Liechtensteinische Stiftung fiir Archdologische Forschungen im Ausland and the Swiss
National Science Foundation provided financial support during the excavation works. The Archaeological
Institute of Shandong Province financed the publication of the report. On behalf of the Culture Office of
Shandong Province, I would like to sincerely thank them for their support and help. I strongly hope that

this successful collaboration will initiate more joint projects and renewed cooperation in the future.
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