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On the side of a mountain, there was a town.

There were many little houses that were scattered around.
The houses were very cheap and quite old.

At nighttime the rooms got very very cold.



This town was called
the artists' town
because old and poor artists

lived all around.
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Sue and Johnsy
painted every day.

They were hoping to sell a painting
as they had rent to pay.



They lived upstairs
on the third floor.
You could see that they were

really quite poor.
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Sue was very worried as Johnsy was ill.

She had pneumonia and had to be still.

So many people in the artists’ town
were sick with pneumonia.

Everyone felt down.



Sue fed Johnsy
whatever she could.

She was hoping for a miracle
that would make things good.



Sue called the doctor
to ask him what to do.
The doctor only said,

"She may die in a week or two."
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He said, "Johnsy has no will o continue going.
She may simply die without you knowing."

Sue was feeling so very sad.

She said, "What can I do? I feel so bad."
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Sue heard Johnsy counting
from across the hall.



"Ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five,
=2 only five leaves left on the wall.”
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Sue asked, "Why are you counting the leaves on the wall?
Are you counting the leaves on the vine that fall?”

Johnsy said in a quiet voice, "A few days ago there were a hundred leaves.

Now all but five have fallen with ease.”
14



"When all the leaves fall, it will be the end.
Only five more leaves, then I will die, my dear friend."

Sue was so shocked to hear such a thing.

She closed the curtains with one big swing.
15



