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COLLEGE

EDUCATION

Preview

This is the first unit of Book Two. In the Listening and Speaking section, you
will learn some expressions on talking about college life. In the Reading and
Writing section, Text A talks about the pros and cons of distance education
while Text B can help you see whether distance learning is right for you or not.
Text C just tells you how to have fun in college while you are preparing for your
future.



Unit"i

Listening and Speaking

College life

1. Lead-in

College is a great experience and is a very serious time of your life. What
kind of college life are you looking forward to and what do you expect to learn
at college?

Work with your partner, discuss the above question and then share your
answers in class.

2. Short conversations
Listen to the following conversations and fill in the blanks.

Conversation one

Lili:

Juming:

Lili:

Juming:

Lili:

Juming:

Lili:

Juming:

Lili:

Juming:

Lili:

Hi. What's your name?

My name is Juming. What's your name?

My name is Lili. It's 1)

Yes. It's nice to meet you too. Are you a new student?

No. I'm a sophomore ( K2FakmH R4 ) . | take it

2) ?
Yeah. It's pretty exciting to be here.
3) ?

I'm from Kunming. My parents wanted me to go to a Hainan
university, so | came here.

| have never been to Kunming. | hear 4)

Well, if you ever want to visit Kunming, | would be happy to
= I

Thanks for the offer. I'll keep that in mind. Oh, the bell is ringing. We'll
talk more after class.



Now listen to the conversation again and answer the following

questions.
6) Where probably are the two speakers?
7) Are both Lily and Juming freshmen?

9

)

8) Who is from Kunming?
) Has Lili ever been to Kunming?
)

10) What will Juming do for Lili if she visits Kunming?

Conversation two

Lili:

Gao:

Gao:

Lili:

Gao:

Lili:

Gao:

Lili:

Gao:

Lili:

What classes do you plan on taking?

| really want to take the 11) class, but | don’t know if it will
be available.

Is that class really that 12) 7

Yeah. | tried to get in last semester, but it was full by the time |
registered ({EM}) .

What other classes are you going to take?

| still need to take English 3, but 13)

| took that class already. There is a lot of writing, however 14)

Oh really? Who was the instructor ( Z(ifi ) ?

Professor Wang.

Is he 15) ?

I’'m not sure if he is or not, but | thought he was fair.

Now listen to the conversation again and answer the following questions.
16) What are the two speaker probably talking about?
Is the public speaking class a popular one?

How does Lili like the writing class?

17)
18) Does Gao like English writing?
19)

)

20) What does Lili think of Professor Wang?



Practice talking about taking classes in English with your partner. The
following words and expressions may help you.

What is your favorite subject? My favorite subject is Physics. It really
What course do you like the most? helped my thinking abilities and | use
What course do you like the least? this knowledge to solve problems in a
Registering for classes is not variety of ways.

something you want to miss. | don’t enjoy history that much. It isn’t
All the classes are mostly full. that difficult, but it doesn’t allow me to
What classes do you think are still  think creatively.

open? What do you think | should do?

That makes sense. What do you think about ....?7

Thanks for all the help.




(1) Listen to 5 recorded questions and decide on the correct answer
from the corresponding choices marked [A],[B],[C] and [D] for each
question you hear.
1) [A] Yes. Kunming is really a beautiful place.
[B] Thank you very much.
[C] It’s very nice.
[D] I love it very much.
2) [A] It's ten minutes.
[B] Go straight up the street about two blocks and then turn right.
[C] That’s all right.
[D] I will see you off at the railway station.
3) [A] Really? What is your seat number?
[B] No problem.
[C] No, I don'’t think so.
[D] How do you think?
4) [A] | think I'd rather have tea this morning.
[B] That tastes good.
[C] I'll have the same.
[D] That’s impossible.
5) [A] Well, when exactly?
[B] That's really kind of you.
[C] That’s important.
[D] I am afraid so.

(2) Listen to the following short conversations and choose the most
proper answer to each question. Each conversation will be spoken twice.

6) [A] In the classroom. [B] At the library.
[C] In the office. [D] In the canteen.
7) [A] Watch TV. [B] Go to a movie.
[C] Go shopping. [D] Go to a concert.
8) [A] Buying a computer. [B] Registering for classes.

[C] Playing basketball. [D] Going to school.
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9) [A] She will help the man with his homework.
[B] She doesn’t know yet.
[C] She thinks it will be fine.
[D] She would come in the evening.
10) [A] He is sick.
[B] He is worried about his study.
[C] He is worried about his part-time job.
[D] He hasn't finished his homework yet.

5. Further listening
(1) Listen to the following two long conversations and choose the
proper answer to each of the questions. Each conversation will be

spoken twice.
hip hop dancing club 7 #E{H &6

Conversation one

1) [A] Four. [B] Three.
[C] Five. [D] A lot.

2) [A] Chemistry. [B] English.
[C] Science. [D] Chinese.

3) [A] It is very easy. [B] It must be difficult.
[C] It is not interesting. [D] He likes it very much.

Conversation two
academic club AR RE

4) [A] She is in some academic clubs.
[B] She is in some fun clubs.
[C] She is in both academic and fun clubs.
[D] She is in a music club.
5) [A] Singing club. [B] Dancing club.
[C] Music club. [D] Academic club.



(2) Listen to the following short passage and fill in the blanks. The
passage will be spoken three times.

Online education is also known as 6) and consists of taking
classes via 7) . More and more students take online classes because
of the flexibility and convenience it 8) . You can attend class sessions
from the comfort of your home and complete 9) at almost any time
of the day.

Online classes are great for 10) who have a demanding work
schedule and 11) . In addition, online classes are more cost efficient
because they don’t 12) any commuting, allowing you to save on
gas and the wear and tear of your vehicle. Online courses are also great for
individuals in the military ( #$EA ) or who 13) . The distance learning
format (#&255) 14) students to pursue 15) through an
out-of-state school without having to transfer residence.

Talk about the following question for 2-3 minutes. You may practice it
with your partner.

Do you think online education will take the place of traditional university
education in the future? Why?



Not too long ago, online education offered no competition to traditional
education. Today, online education competes with traditional education on
every level. With the increase in Internet usage, online schools continue to
grow in their offerings and quality. You may be discussing whether you should
attend classes on campus or online. Before you make a decision, talk about
the advantages and disadvantages of Web-based and traditional classroom
experiences.

e Thes o8

By Natalie Aranda
Distance education may be an amazing resource for someone who can only
commit a few hours a week, but it is not for everyone. Like every other situation in
the world, distance education programs have both pros and cons. Nevertheless, it can
be a great experience as long as you know what to expect along the way.
The best part about distance learning education is that you go at your own pace!
It is great for people who are in desperate need of a flexible schedule. We all know
how difficult it is to work while still have time to study. It’s almost an impossible task,
unless you are willing to give up the rest of your needs in life. For those who are dying
for a balance, online distance education allows you to plan a schedule around your
convenience. Most programs have a particular website you log into; complete with
lesson tutorials and videos for you to watch when you have the time. Then you easily
complete the assignments and pass them in by the deadline. It is also very affordable,
since you do not have to worry about housing or meal plans. It's a cheaper way to not
only get a degree, but also avoid the commute to campus.
Another great reason why people love distance education is that it is wonderful
for people who cannot comprehend the fast paced material taught by teachers. Many
people have difficulties understanding concepts on the spot, especially if it is within

a large class. Therefore, studying through distance education can provide you with all



of the time you need. It also is a great resource for people who are shy and anxious
when in large groups of people, and for people who physically cannot get to the
campus. Nonetheless, it provides a wonderful environment for anyone who is stuck
otherwise.

Although distance learning education can be a great tool for someone who
is restricted, it also can have its setbacks. Many people require personal attention
from teachers. By working with an online education program, it is impossible to get
the direct attention you need. Most distance education programs only give you the
phone number or the e-mail address of your online professor. You also must know
the latest technology and be savvy with computers. For people who know nothing
about the Internet, it may be more confusing to figure out the program itself than the
lesson plans. Another problem is that interaction is almost nonexistent. Classes do
not interact besides during an occasional chat room, therefore making it impossible
to meet new faces and make friends. Interaction is sometimes key, especially during
group activities! If you are a procrastinator or need specific directions, online
education may not be for you. It is extremely easy to put off homework, especially if
you know that no one will be hounding you for it.

If you are a student who is in need of a few educational alternatives, then distance
education programs may be for you. Although there are cons to the situation, it is
very beneficial to get your degree. No matter how much time you work at your job,
getting a degree online is possible. It may take a few years, but distance education will

get you where you want to be. (551 words)
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amazing [o'mei1zin] adj. very good, especially in an unexpected
way S ANPE (SRR, H00) M

situation [,sitfu'erfan] n. [C] a positon or state at a particular time;

set of condition, facts , and events having
an effect on a person, society, etc. JE#,
T&50, R

nevertheless [;nevada'les] adv.  in spite of a fact that you have just mentioned
SR s ANad s RN



