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New Brewage in Old Bottle —
The Rebirth of the Old Taichung Winery

The forerunner of the old Taichung Winery (formerly Taiwan Monopoly Bureau's Fifth Winery) is the
privately owned "Taisho Wine-making Company," established in 1916 under the Japanese colonial
rule. It was not until 1922 that the winery was taken over by Japanese colonial government under its
liquor monopoly policy. After Taiwan's Restoration in 1945, the winery's ownership was transferred to
Taiwan Monopoly Bureau - Taichung Branch of Taiwan Government Executive Administration Office, and
thereafter "Taiwan Government General Monopoly Bureau Da Zheng Winery' (&M B EER S
5B ) was renamed "Taiwan Monopoly Bureau's Fifth Winery" (£l A 55 FUE M), under
Taiwan Tobacco and Wine Monopoly Bureau in 1947, In less than a century, the winery has undergone
great historical change.

Along with the changes of time and urban planning, Taichung Winery was relocated to Taichung Industrial
Park in July 1998. The unattended old factary facilities and buildings were nearly reduced to ruins, Thanks
to the awareness of the necessity for cultural heritage conservation, Taichung City Government in July
2002 registered the old winery as historic buildings. Later in the year, abiding by the expectation of
revitalizing and reutilizing cultural assets, Executive Yuan's Councl for Cultural Affairs further designated
the old Taichung Winery as one of the five creative & cultural parks based on "Cultural and Creative
Industry Development Plan," so as to promote cultural & creative industry while the site serves as a base
for assemble, distribution and demonstration and a cultural service facilities provider. Suddenly, these
ruins have become valuable industrial heritage and historic bulldings.

In erder to re-display the aura of the old Taichung Winery and present its vision as a Creative & Cultural
Park, the Headquarters Administration of Cultural Heritage Council for Cultural Affairs is working with
Taichung Distillery of Taiwan Tobacco & Liquor Corporation in organizing the "Exhibition in Life Story of
the Old Taichung Winery." We hope people Visiting here could understand historic context of this park,
recognize the heritage of Wine industry in Taiwan, and realize its new mission to cultivate Taiwan's
Cuttural and Creative Industry.

When walking by the gigantic constructions in the site, such as warehouse No. 7, boiler chamber,
mechanical/electrical house, wine-making factory, rice barn, laboratory, rice mill, wind products
storehouse, activity center, etc,, it seems that you are browsing through the nearly a century old history
of Wine industry in Taiwan since the Japanese colonial rule. So. just keep your mind wide open and freely
experience it for yourselves!
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Light Wine Flavor
— Original Taste Of Taiwan Wine
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Wine Culture of the Aborigines

Millet wine and worship ceremony are important parts of
traditional culture for Taiwan's aborigines. Until now, they
would drink home-made millet wine to their hearts' content at

harvest time. This tradition has never changed as time goes by

The w ay millet wine was made has nevertheless changed
along the times. Some aborigines use "Red Chenopodium" as

some W new millet di rer:t'\, and use

However, both methods have
been replaced by yeast now. Millet wine has long been an
nseparable image of the aboriginal culture. Since the domestic

e No. 7> made a splash in

un Millet Wine" of Nantou
County's Hsinyi Rural Township has

become popular throughout Taiwan.
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The Han Chinese Wine Culture:
Red-Yeast Wine and Michiu (Rice Wine)

When Han Chinese immigrated to Taiwan, they brought along their
winemaking skills from Guangdong and Southern Fukien. In Norther
Taiwan, they made mainly the red-yeast wine; in Central-Southern
Taiwan, the regular Michiu was more popular. These two wines differ
completely in raw material and brewing method with each other. The
way they spread has much to do with the geographical distributions
and folk customs of Taiwan. It also reflects Taiwanese Han people's
different winemaking habits.

Taking steamed glutinous rice as the ingredient through the
fermentation process with the addition of red yeast rice, the red-
yeast wine has roots in the "Red Aged Wine," which has been the
homemade wine of immigrants from Anxi, Quanzhou since 17th
century. In the 1910s, the gentry from Shulin, Chun-ching Huang,
collaborated with Lin Benyuan Company to make red yeast wine by
Western approach and adopted the Japanese name "Red Dew" as the
wine's name, which was therefore called Hung-Lou Chiu (Red-yeast
Wine). Sometimes after, an entrepreneur named Chun-ching Chen
went on to make the wine in Yilan, thus, red-yeast wine became one
of Taiwan's famous domestic wines.

Rice is the main ingredient of Michiu. Its ferment yeast is made from
more than ten different herbs, the so-called "White Shells.". The Han
Taiwanese people use Michiu frequently for cooking, e.g. Michiu could
dispel the fishy smell when cooking a fish. It is also an indispensable
seasoning ingredient for the preparation of popular dishes like ginger
duck and hot-pot mutton.
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Categories of Wine: Fermented,
Distilled and Reprocessed Wine

There are three categories of wine products: fermented wine,
distilled wine, and reprocessed wine. "Fermented Wine" takes
grains or fruits through the fermentation process with lower
alcohol content, e.g. Shaohsing Wine. On the other hand, taking
fermented wine through the distillation process will produce high-
alcohol "Distilled Wine", e.g. Kaoliang Chiew, Michiu. By soaking
herbal materials in fermented wine, they will be then turned into
"Reprocessed Wine", e.g. red-yeast wine, herb wine.
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Refined Brewage
— The Life Story Of The Old Taichung Winery
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Taisho Wine — making Company Da Zheng Winery

The Old Taichung Winery was founded by Japanese businessman Akashi Hatsutarou
(1874-1944) as "Akashi Brewery" in June, 1914. Akashi Hatsutarou was a Hokkaido
lumberman. In 1895, he moved to Taiwan as a horse stable foreman for the Japanese
army and settled down. In 1898, Akashi opened a grocery and hotel in Douliu, Yunlin.
He earns money and went on to launch business in camphor, railroad, and sugar.
In 1914, he founded "Akashi Brewery" in Taichung. On November 1, 1916, Akashi
Hatsutarou established "Taisho Wine-making Company," which ran three winemaking
factories in Taichung, Douliu, and Beigang. With the investment of one million dollars,
he became Taiwan's largest wine maker at that time.
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Taiwan Government General Monopoly Bureau Da Zheng Winery

When ruling over Taiwan, the Japanese authority invested in public
infrastructure, building Keelung and Kaohsiung harbor, planning the
development of major cities, constructing the north-south railway
in Western Taiwan and building schools. These investments need
money, the Taiwan governor's office therefore set up "Monopoly
Bureau" to finance them. Opium, salt, camphor, and tobacco
were the first batch of trades to be absorbed by the newly set up
monopoly system.

In 1914, the Taiwan governor's office found that the tax revenues
were not enough to cover various construction projects, and,
therefore, the Monopoly Bureau Chief, Kaku Sagatarou, submitted a
proposal of "Liquor Monopoly Policy Opinion Letter." However, the
finance department of Taiwan governor's office opposed, arguing
that this policy would involve the acquisition of more than 200
private breweries, which was highly costly. It was not until 1922
that the governor of Taiwan proposed to issue "government bonds"
to fund the acquisition project. All the more than 200 breweries
protested. They even organized the "Alliance Against Liquor
Monopoly." Japan Imperial Council nevertheless voted in favor of
Taiwan governor's office's proposal, and the liquor monopoly policy
was officially put into effect on July 1, 1922.

Thus, the Da Zheng Winery of Taisho Wine-making Company was
expropriated by the ruling body in 1922 and reconstructed as "Taiwan
Government General Monopoly Bureau Da Zheng Winery." Still,
temporary structures were built to serve as office, dormitory, massive
timber warehouse, and boiler room during this period. Monopoly Bureau
also set up "Taichung Branch" in the site, responsible for the monopoly
business in Taichung area.

In 1926, "Taichung Branch" was renamed as "Taiwan Monopoly Bureau,
Taichung Branch," and Da Zheng Winery was under its domain. Due
to the demanding market and the development of chemical industry,
several new buildings were constructed here and more lands were
purchased from Hainan
Powder Manufacturer.
For the convenience
of raw materials and
products transportation,
a light railroad was also
built to link with Taichung
Railway Station.
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Taiwan Monopoly Bureau's Fifth Winery

After World War I, Taiwan Provincial Government took over Da Zheng Winery and "Taiwan Government General
Monopoly Bureau Da Zheng Winery" (&/8#8& [fEE R & B LK) was renamed as "Taiwan Monopoly
Bureau's Fifth Winery" (& /88 /ABRBEFEM). This winery continued to make Michiu and sake. However, all
lapanese staffs in the factory were deported back to their home country; the Japanese shrine built in the center of the
site was also vandalized.
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Taiwan Tobacco and Wine Monopoly Bureau

Taichung Winery

In 1958, Taiwan Tobacco and Wine Monopoly Bureau renamed the
Fifth Winery as "Taichung Winery." Due to the consumer's drinking
habit change, Taiwan Monopoly Bureau gradually phased out fancy
sake and began to produce Yellow Wine, which was later replaced
by mass-produced Shaohsing Wine. In 1970, it even rolled out the
top-grade Hua Tiau Wine. As for Michiu, in 1971, the company's
laboratory chief, Ching-fu Lin, led the Taichung Winery into finding
new bacillus mesentericus, which helped to speed up the processing
of Michiu and catapult Taichung Winery as Taiwan's top Michiu
maker,

In the 1970s, as the city of Taichung grew, the old winery site
became a city center. The contaminations of industrial wastewater
and exhaust gases that the winery brought along had annoyed
nearby residents. Still, pressing by the market's demand, the plant
needs more space and land to increase its producing capacities. As
a result, the brewery's destiny was doomed to be crowded out from
the city downtown and be relocated to a new spatial place.

In 1979, Taichung Winery sent staff to assess the site at Taichung
Industrial Park (in Nantun District of Taichung City). In 1990, they
spent 5.5 billion NTD to purchase 21 hectares of factory land at
Taichung Industrial Park.

On July 21, 1998, the new Taichung Winery held a grand opening
ceremony at the Taichung Industrial Park site.
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The Old Winery's Dormancy and the Establishment
of Taichung Cultural & Creative Industries Park

After relocated to its new site at Taichung Industrial Park, original plant buildings
and facilities of the Taichung Winery that had witnessed the history of wine-making
in Taiwan since the Japanese colonial rule were left unattended and thus became
industrial relics. Finally, the Taichung City Government moved to register them as
historic buildings in July 2002. The National Property Administration then allocated
and transferred the site's 5.6 hectares land and the rundown buildings and useless
facilities that scattered on the land to the Executive Yuan's Council for Cultural
Affairs, so that the old Taichung Winery site could be repaired and preserved. The
Council for Cultural Affairs also selected the old winery site as one of the five creative
& cultural parks, "Taichung Cultural & Creative Industries Park", based on Cultural
and Creative Industry Development Plan and as the base of the cultural & creative
industry in Taiwan. Taichung Cultural & Creative Industries Park is proposed to be a
center for architecture/design exhibits and artistic performances.The Headquarters
Administration of Cultural Heritage under Council for Cultural Affairs, which is the
competent authority for cultural heritage all around Taiwan, was also headquartered
here.

The HACH's proposed goals are: collaborating effectively with local governments,
colleges, civil and community organizations; developing a comprehensive protection
network for cultural heritage; constructing an ecological environment that matches
with the development of cultural heritage; promoting the preservation of cultural
heritage by working with and linking up with the world.
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