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Chinese culture can
be said to resemble a
majestic tree that has
been growing since time
immemorial, with deep
roots, a sturdy trunk,
branches beyond count
and rich foliage. The full
scope of its content is so
broad, and the depth of
its meaning so profound,
that no ocodemié inquiry
is likely to be able to fully
encapsulate its meaning.
For several thousand
years, every major
development in Chinese

culture has been greater

than the last. Up to the
present day, assimilation
and diversification of
culture has been a global
trend. Chinese culture
in turn has been spread
and exported all over the
world; according to recent
statistics there are now
at least 1300 Confucian
Institutes worldwide.

China’s classics contain
the essence and meaning
of Chinese culture, and
exerts an unimaginably
profound influence on
both China’s people and

the country as a whole.
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It is with this in mind that
Bells of the Big Tree: 100
Chinese Nursery Rhymes
was written.

When a society’s youth
are wise, their country
is wise; when a society’s
youth are strong, their
country is strong. But how
are we to allow the young
to better understand,
study and eventually
grasp the meaning of
Chinese culture?

We believe that nursery
rhymes constitute
an excellent medium.
Children’s songs naturally
are clear and easy to
understand, while also
being lively and witty with
an element of musicality

that maokes them easy for

children to remember and
learn from. Our efforts
can be thought of as an
exploration in education.
This book is titled Bells
of the Big Tree for the
reason that Chinese
nursery rhymes can be
thought of as tiny bells
hung from the great tree
of Chinese culture, slowly
but steadily spreading its
message.

This book is divided into 8
sections:

Section 1: 12 Animal Songs
(12 Songs)

The 12 Animals of the
Chinese Zodiac are an
important element of
Chinese Culture. Here, we
have used the Chinese

Zodiac to create a unique



set of Nursery Rhymes.
Section 2: Filial Piety (16
Songs)

The 16 songs here are
based on the theme
of filial piety, a very
important concept in
Chinese culture that
emphasizes love for one’s
parents and respect for
the elderly.

Section 3: Civility and
Morality (12 Songs)

A series of songs about
China and the process of
becoming a member of
society through learning
about morality.

Section 4: Voices of the
Analects (12 Songs)

A series of songs
about lessons from the

Confucian Analects and

the morality of filial piety
that it teaches.

Section 5: Children’s Love
of Nature (12 Songs)

Lao Zi advocated a return
to nature while Zhuang Zi
stressed a re-unification
with all things. This section
is devoted to songs meant
to strengthen children’s
love of and interest in
nature.

Section 6: Morality and
Benevolence Cultivate the
Self (12 Songs)

“Man’s original nature
is good.” This section is
devoted to using teachings
from the Chinese classics
to further children’s
understanding of Chinese
national culture.

Section 7: Treasuring



Peace Throughout Time
(12 Songs)

Peace and peacefulness
is a cornerstone
of ancient Chinese
philosophy and Chinese
cuttaral studies.
In this section, we
present a series of
songs explicating the
importance of peace in
Chinese culture.
Section 8: Green
Dewdrops (12 Songs)
There is no shortage of
aon emphasis on nature
in Chinese culture. The

purpose of this section is

to use children'’s songs to

reaffirm the importonée
of protecting the natural
environment.

In writing these songs,
we have tried to
simultaneously use 2
approaches. On one
hand, we have directly
utilized Chinese cultural
content as inspiration
to create this set of
children’s songs. On the
other hand, we have tried
to ensure that our songs
can both contain and
transmit a more subtle
message regarding
the deeper meaning of

Chinese culture.
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Preface

12 Animal Songs

The Little Mouse 3
Hardworking Calf S
Two Strange Tigers 7
Little White Rabbit ?
China Dragon 1
The Snake and the Frog 13

Baby Horse and Mama Horse 15
Little Goat Looks for Grass 17
The Monkey's Apology 19
Chasing the Sun 21
Don’t Let the Bugs Bite Papa 23

Lazy Little Pig 25
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BEEFN5% Filial Piety

IIVEBFH] 28 Kitten Opens the Door 29
= - IREE 30 Rosy Clouds 31

Bt 32 Mooncake 33

SSBWEFTH 34 Mom and Dad Smile 35

I\ EHEREESE 36 Blackbird Loves Mom and Dad 37
SOOFHEEELE 38  Loving Mom Means Helping Mom 39
IB—KOVEH I 40 Taking the Day’s Tiredness Away 41
ES e RIAP =SS 42 Painting Grandma’s Fingernails 43
8BRS 44 Making Dumplings 45

BEEAY =B 46 Mama Laughing with the Clouds 47

XEBIERE 48 The Filial Treasure of our Home 49
PR/SYELE SIS 50 Let Mama Sleep 51
B 52  Thought 53
BB EE 54  Mama Misses Mama 55
ISERZ NN 56 Lotus Leader 57
INBZ 58 The Little Painter 59
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Civility and Morality

Honey and Lights

Our Name is Sweetness
Smart Blackbird

Rain and Dew

Follow the Bee,

Not the Butterfly
Honoring the Ancestors
Honey is Sweetness
The Youth Dream of
their Homeland

A Little Question

Little Cat and Little Duck

Silly Chicken Thief

The Young are the Song of

their Homeland
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I3 (iLiBY B Voices of the Analects

I8 88 Ideals 89
R R 90 Make Good Friends 91
R 92  Choose your Friends Wisely 93

RIEZB/ID ™ 94  Plant the Seeds of your Dreams 95
“B” S 96 A Ballad to Considerateness 97
BB 5 =ZOX 98  Bringing Confucius Home 99

BAISEXINE 100 No More Arguing

BIZRAE, 102 with Mom and Dad 101
maALia 104 Paper Flowers 103
BhEE 106  Aunty and the Cuckoo 105
FEEC Y 108 A Paper Cutting of China 107
ISR 110 A House Divided 109
Proper Conduct m
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EmEARD Children’s Love of Nature

me== 114 The Beauty Contest ns
BREWS 116 The Tortoise and the Hare n7
ZIalg 118 Laughter 115
ARVIELNG 120 Little Ants 121
H=IER 122 We Love to Sing 123
AR EES 124 Little Buddy 125
FAALE 126  Me and the Sun 127
INRFBIZR 128 Little Hedgehog and the Dates 129
2N 130 The Singing Contest 131
WhEER S 132 Little Shepard Boy 133

EMBTZARZE 134 The Artwork of the Spring Rain 135

0= 136 Going Home 137
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BEXIME Morality and Benevolence
Cultivate the Self
“E R 140 A Ballad to Good Morals 141
BIX, - B 142  Spring Wind and Honeybee 143

UUREZE—Z 144 A Family of Quacks and Clucks 145

BHEFBFNE 146 Grandpa Loves to Chat with Me 147

[ZNER 148  Eating Hotpot 14
PBEHFR 150 Grandpa’s Long Life Tricks 151

B
WAFEEEES 152 Helping Others is Helping Yourself 153

RETHF 1564  Studying with Grandpa 155
BHevEH 1566  Grandpa’s Birthday 157
BRI 168  Good Friends 159
RRR 160 The Happiness of Many 161
PN 162  Apologies 163
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aSHAR Treasuring
Peace Throughout Time

2R 166 A Song for Peace 167
el 168 Old Sayings from China 169
SN 170 Winter Melons and Pumpkins 171
1)\ 172 Little Rain Drops 73
S —Z % 174 Chicken and Duck’s Big Family 175
AIYS)s 176 Treasure Peace 177
A - B5 178 Moonlight | 179
288 180 Finding a Dad 181
FHLER 182 The Apple of their Eye 183
HBR—R 184 Honey Family 185

IVEBRVIVERE 186 spotted Chicken and Striped Cat 187

EINRS 188 Golden Bean and Silver Bean 189




RENEIK Green Dewdrops

FHEEE 192 Mother of the Cosmos 193
=pt = 194 Guess, Guess, Guess 195
ANENIE e 196 Little Duck and Frog 197
BT ATEAR 198 Elephant Cleans Up 199
24 2T E = 200 Stories from the Silk Road 201
RIRESS 202 Sky Dream 203
o))\ F 204 Little Green Hands 205

HBINEEENEWS 206 We Are the Spring Raindrops 207

Visks] 208 Gathering Beans 209
YHR&ERA 210 Say No to Waste 211

ABEB—=R 212 People and Birds are One Family 213
Bk 214 Grains of Rice 215
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