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Some Strategies for Learning English

. Say a word about “English Emerging as an International Language.” (See Introductory
Remarks . )

. Allow students 3 minutes to examine the title and go over the text the fastest they can,
and then do a True / False exercise. (See Introductory Questions .)

. Recommend learning strategies listed in the text, with an emphasis on listening and
speaking strategies.

Get students actively involved in analyzing and explaining the text. (See Information Related
to the Text.)

Help students build up their word power through a variety of drilling practice. ( See
Language Points.)

Set aside 15 - 20 minutes for the classroom reading activity, through which to lead
students to learn how to practice reading efficiently.

. Set aside 20 - 25 minutes for a group discussion about learning strategies. (See Group
Discussion . )
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8. Offer a summary of the text. (See A Suggested Summary.)
9. Assign a dictation or a passage listening exercise in class(see Additional Exercises)and a
short composition as homework.

i‘ Introductory Remarks

Worldwide over 1.4 billion people live in countries where English has official status.
One out of five of the world’s population speaks some English. And at present one in five is
learning English. Over 70% of the world’s scientists read English. About 85% of the
world’s mail is written in English. And 90% of all information in the world’s electronic
retrieval systems is stored in English.

With economic globalization and China’s opening up to the world, it has become
increasingly important for the younger generation to master English. However, students
sometimes find themselves in despair because they are plagued by such questions as: Why
can’t I speak idiomatic English? How do I expand my vocabulary? How can I improve my
listening comprehension?

In a sense, English is not teachable, but learnable. That is why the author of this text
states at the very beginning: “Learning English is by no means easy. It takes great diligence
and prolonged effort.”

However, there are useful tips passed down to us by experienced language learners.

Let’s read the text together to find out what they are. Besides, I believe you all have some
individual experiences to add.

The following is a set of statements about the text, some true, others false. If a
statement is true, students are expected to repeat it; if false, they are supposed to make
necessary changes to turn it into a true one.

1. Language learners should memorize all the new words. (F) (While active words demand
constant practice and memorization, words that do not often occur in everyday situations
require just a nodding acquaintance. )

2. It’s impossible to cram too many words into your head at a time. (T)

3. The meaning of a word and the way native speakers use it are equally important. (T)

4. Listening to English occasionally will improve your ear and speaking skills. (F) (One
must listen to English on a regular basis. )
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5. It’s important to catch every detail in English listening comprehension. (F) (The first
time one may not catch a great deal, but with each repetition one will get something
more. )

6. Language learners do not find many opportunities to practice oral English at school. (T)

7. Rehearsing aloud is a useful way to practice spoken English. (T)

8. Reading is the only reliable source of language input. (F) (Reading is the main and most
reliable source of language input.)

9. There are various ways like keeping an English diary or writing to a pen pal to keep
writing in English regularly. (T)

10. Reading and listening are more important in language learning than speaking and
writing. (F) (A balance between input and output is important. )

Language learning strategies are used by learners to complete speaking, reading,
vocabulary, listening or writing activities presented in language lessons. Recognizing that
there is a task to complete or a problem to solve, language learners will use whatever
strategies they possess to attend to the language-learning activity. However, whereas
experienced language learners can approach language-learning problems in a systematic way
and are usually successful in selecting appropriate strategies to complete a language-learning
task(activity) ., novices may be less efficient at selecting and using strategies to task.

Possible language learning strategies include: using practice opportunities, self-evalua-
tion, selective attention, time management, reviewing notes taken in class and checking
one’s understanding, constantly seeking answers to questions instead of passively receiving

information, etc.

Even native speakers of a language have both an active and a passive vocabulary. Active
vocabulary consists of the words you use frequently and comfortably in speaking and writing,
while passive vocabulary consists of the words you recognize when you read and listen.

Typically, a language speaker’s passive vocabulary is much bigger than his or her
“active” one. Therefore, as you work on developing your vocabulary, it is helpful to keep
these questions in mind:

— When you encounter a new word or expression that you want to learn, do you simply
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want to be able to recognize it again or is it important to make it part of your “active”
vocabulary?

— Are there words or questions in your “passive” vocabulary that you would like to
make more use of “actively”?

A pen pal is a friend writing from a different country, language, and culture. Pen pals
offer a good opportunity to practice a foreign language, to exchange opinions, compare
points of views and learn about places and people thousands of kilometers away from you.
Those pen pals who write emails to each other are also known as key pals or web pals.

Input in language learning refers to information read, seen or heard by the learner,
while output refers to what the learner produces in writing or speaking. The input-output
balance theory in language learning believes that one can learn a language well through
maintaining a balance between input and output.

Ji
‘@, Language Points

1. strategy: the art of planning and managing operations over a long period
Examples:
— Qutlining is an especially helpful critical reading strategy for understanding the content
and structure of a certain passage . |
— Spending big money to develop open source software is a good business strategy for
companies competing against Microsoft .

2. by no means: not at all
Examples:
— Julia stressed that she is by no means a specialist on Japan, having spent only a
month or two in that country.

— To make a firm decision is by no means easy under present conditions.

3. diligence: steady effort; the quality of showing care and effort in what one does
Examples:
— Here I'm going to talk about some other virtues: diligence, patience, and humility.
— Diligence is the mother of good fortune, and idleness, its opposite, has never
brought a man to the goal of any of his best wishes .
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4. nevertheless: however; in spite of that; still
Examples:
— The demand for certainty is one that is natural to man, but is nevertheless an
intellectual vice.
— Of course , she didn’t understand what her parents were quarreling about , but she

was scared nevertheless .

5. command:

(n.)

1) possession and mastery
Examples:
— Those artists whose paintings are on display show a good command of watercolor.
— “The Command of the Ocean” describes the rise of Britain to naval greatness .

2) knowledge of or the ability to use
Examples:
— This young girl’s command of English is really excellent .
— Speaking frankly, I like a singer with a natural command of melody.

(v.)
1) be in a position to use; have at one’s service
Examples:
— Many college students today command a large vocabulary.
— The Queen commands the services of many.
2) overlook from a higher position
Examples:
— This fort commanded the entire valley.
— The house commands some splendid views of Manila Bay .

6. complain: (to sb.) (about / of sth.)say that one is not satisfied, that sth. is wrong,
that one is suffering
Examples:
— US soldiers complained of low morale in Iraq.

— Your neighbor called 911 to complain about your loud stereo.

7. But, in fact, it is not your memory that is at fault. : But actually you should not blame
your memory.
at fault: guilty of error; deserving blame
Examples:
— Mr. Smith was so pig-headed that he could never accept that he had been at fault .
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10.

11.

12.

13.

— There are no indications that standard security arrangements were at fault .

. at a time: on one occasion

Examples:

— This web page has an A-to-Z list of all the art work and will show you one small
preview at a time.

— Teachers should help each child, one at a time, discover his own strengths and
weaknesses .

. be bound to: be certain to

Examples:
— Someone out there is bound to take notice of what we are doing for the whole region .
— Differences of opinion on various issues are bound to exist .

frequent: a. often happening; habitual

Examples:

— Airliners give frequent flyers certain privileges .

— The study finds that frequent wine drinking lowers chances of heart attack .
frequently: ad. often

Examples:

— Professor Johnson publishes frequently in learned journals.

— Qur embassy has published answers to the most frequently asked questions on how to

get an entry visa into our country on the official website .

constant: going on all the time; frequently recurring

Examples:

— The constant visits of foreign warships are a threat to Malta’s security.
— Change is constant .

commit ... to memory: memorize; learn by heart

Examples:

— Can you commit to memory all the main points of the lecture?

— You must be choosy; select what you want to commit to memory and allow your mind

to forget the rest.

words that do not often occur in everyday situations require just a nodding acquaintance:
one need only to recognize those words that are not often used in everyday communications
when one runs into them

acquaintance: limited knowledge or information gained through experience

Examples:




14.

15.

16.

17

18.

19.
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— Acquaintance is a degree of friendship called slight when its object is poor, and
intimate when he is rich and famous .
— My acquaintance with Richard Goodman reaches back for several decades .

concentrate on: focus attention on

Examples:

— “I’'m trying to concentrate on my job right now.” “OK . Sorry for disturbing you.”

— This multinational company has sold its China business in order to concentrate on the
European market .

enlarge: make or become larger

Examples:

— An enlarged heart may be caused by a thickening of the heart muscle because of
increased workload .

— The Commissioner was optimistic about an enlarged European Union .

watch out for: look out for; be on(one’s) guard against

Examples:

— As you begin gardening this spring, you may want to watch out for poisonous spiders
and broken glasses .

— It’s highly important to watch out for pedestrians while driving in the busy streets of
Shanghai .

on a ... basis: according to a certain rule, spirit or frequency
Examples:
— 12 % of Americans report they have difficulty sleeping on a frequent basis.

— Patients are cared for on a “first-come-first-serve” basis.

in addition to: as well as

Examples:

— Fees may be charged to undergraduate students in addition to tuition and the standard
university fees.

— Did God create other people in addition to Adam and Eve?

communicate: share or exchange(information, news, feelings, etc.)

Examples:

— Color talks and color communicates! Before we even open our mouths the colors we
wear can speak volumes about us.

— This book teaches how to communicate with your dog for willing cooperation .

— Deaf parents communicate with their hearing children through sign language .




