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Abstract

Abstract

Quality is one of the core themes of higher education in the 21st century, and
to ensure and enhance the quality is the guideline of higher education. The stand-
ard is the soul of the quality assurance work. Quality assurance, first of all, is
that there are quality standards, and then to achieve this standard. Quality stand-
ards are the key areas of higher education quality policy. The courses are the core
areas of university student training, and quality of the course is the key to enhance
the overall quality of higher education.

In the field of higher education, the term such as “course”, “quality”,
“standards” is rich in symbolism and difficult to define. It relates to these com-
plex questions of “ Whose quality” and “What kind of quality characteristics”. In
essence, the quality standards is value Judgment, and is the unity of the subjec-
tive value of the stakeholders and higher education objective physical characteris-
tics. The nature of the concept of the undergraduate program quality standards is
the basic requirements and standards to meet a variety of courses stakeholders’ ex-
plicitly or implication needs. In this study, mainly to solve two problems, one is
that the theoretical basis of quality standards the undergraduate courses, the other
is that the quality indicators of the undergraduate curriculum should meet, inclu-
ding the quality standards of course objectives, content, implementation and eval-
uation. Using a combination of theoretical speculation, comparative studies, case
studies, questionnaires and other research methods, this study described the theo-
retical basis and quality standards framework of undergraduate program quality
standards . The basic conclusions are as follows:

Firstly, The connotation of the concept of the quality standards of the under-
graduate courses is that undergraduate courses meet a variety of courses stakeholder
explicitly or implication needs to be achieved by the basic requirements and stand-
ards. In nature, it is a value orientation of contemporary higher education under-
graduate courses, and based on this value orientation for undergraduate courses
features a principled provisions.

Secondly, the survey of college students and several universities curriculum

program text analysis show that the traditional “place limited” undergraduate cour-
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ses quality paradigm is still dominated in our universities. Despite this, students

&

spoke highly of the “integrated paradigm”. This reflects the contemporary quality
orientation of university curriculum needs a clear shift from the traditional profes-
sional training to the training of students’ core competencies and discipline charac-
teristics capacity.

Thirdly, based on contemporary patterns and development trends of the ad-
vancement of knowledge, individual development and social fitness, this study es-
tablished a new “integrated paradigm” of the quality of undergraduate courses.
This paradigm emphasizes training students core competencies, basic academic
training and discipline characteristic of knowledge/ capability in an integrated way.
This is the core value and the theoretical basis of the undergraduate program quality
standards.

Fourthly, based on the “integrated model” , the elements of quality indicators
of the programme objectives and content are the formation of core literacy and disci-
plinary knowledge/ability. The core literacy reflects the consistency of the higher
education and is designed to lay a common knowledge, ability and value basis for
all students of the same university. Disciplinary characteristics of knowledge and a-
bility are based on the characteristics of the academic field. The breadth, depth
and integration of knowledge constitute a form of standard features.

Fifthly, based on the “integrated model” , the basic quality indicators of the
programme implementation and evaluation are to reach a degree of effectiveness of
learning, cause students to active learning, focus on learning experience and
learning outcomes. Seminars, projects research and practice activities are widely
recognized curriculum implementation models. The focus of curriculum evaluation
is students’ learning, including the learning experience and learning outcomes.

Sixthly, is the applicable framework for quality benchmarks of university pro-
gramme on the undergraduate level. Based on the integrated programme model, this
last section elaborates upon the key indicators of quality benchmarks for undergrad-
uate programme at universities. The quality indicators for undergraduate programme
objectives and materials emphasize the development of students’ both core compe-
tencies and disciplinary knowledge and understanding, strengthening their academic
training and inculcating a sense of identity with specific subject area. Indicators of
quality benchmark for programme implementation and assessment include students’
learning experience, learning outcome and degree of self — regulated learning. A-
long with the elaboration upon the indicators for quality benchmark, programme

quality assurances practices at universities are also taken as examples to show how



Abstract

to improve the undergraduate programme quality practically.

Finally, the basic understanding of the research activities is that, course be-
longs to the academic system of colleges and universities, colleges and universities
and their internal academic groups, academic staff bear the primary responsibility
of the quality of the course, and external agencies to respect the academic autono-
my, individuality and integrity of the institutions’ courses. The ultimate quality
standards is the development quality of the learners, including the learning process
and benefits. Higher education undertakes the mission of laying the shared knowl-
edge, ability and value basis in this society, and also providing opportunities for
students’ individual differences in development, the new human capital for diversi-
fication and liquidity of the work. More important is that university education
should be holistic, basic education curriculum system and specialized education
curriculum system should work together to develop the students’ core competencies
and disciplines characteristics of knowledge, Through the establishment of the cur-
riculum objectives, selection and organization of curriculum content, implementa-
tion and evaluation of curriculum these four basic curricular activities, colleges and
universities eventually form the agreed curriculum quality culture and the inherent

overall course quality standards framework.

Key Words: Colleges and universities Undergraduate curriculum  Quality

of Undergraduate curriculum Quality standards
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