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Abstract

The situation of labor force employment in rural China has
changed dramtically in recent years: migration from rural area to
cities and farm sector to non - farm sector. Female labor participa-
tion rate has been increasing whether in farm or off - farm activi-
ties. This background has prompted the research of rural women’s
employment choice and labor supply behavior especially for the
married .

This research is intended to solve these problems based
on the descriptive analysis of rural married women’s employ-
ment situation in Henan: what influence women’s labor mi-
gration behavior and what affect the employment status and
labor supply for the hometown - remained; how is the work
for married women migrator and what factors influencing
their part ~ time farm labor supply; and the labor - time rela-
tion between the male and the female as well as the adult
children \ parents labor force and the else in a fami-
ly. Through a systematic analysis of women’s employment
choice the dissertation is supposed to find policy points.

8 chapters are included in this research. According to

the introduction of the realistic background for the study,
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chapter 1 first puts forward the core problem of what affect-
ing the rural married women’s employment choice. Then a
literature review is made and the purpose, contents, meth-
odology, technological rout of the research is intro-
duced. Chapter 2 discusses the statistical characteristics of
the employed survey data especially the employment and la-
bor supply situation for the samples and their families, all of
which were made after telling the women’s employment sta-
tus for the world, China and Henan. Chapter 3 proposes the
theoretical framework for employment choice based on intro-
ducing labor supply theories. In the end the author discussed
a farm household model from a logical angle. Employing the
Logit model, chapter 4 analyzes what factors affecting rural
married women’s out migration choice. Chapter 5 deals with
the experimental analysis to the hometown — remained
women’s employment behavior and labor supply in farm and
off - farm sector. The Ordered ~ Probit model and Tobit
modes were employed here. The author examines the migra-
ting females’ employment situation in chapter 6. Using Prob-
it model this part explained what leading to women’s part -
time farm work. Land cultivation problem is also discussed
here. Chapter 8 describes the labor time relation between the
male and the female, the adult children/parents and the else
in a family. In the end chapter 8 makes a conclusion of the
research and provides suggestions on policies.

Conclusions about this paper are as follows. Age, edu-

cation, children, husband’s employment status, family’s la-
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Abstract

bor force structure, cultivated land and local economic envi-
ronment are all important variables in explaining the married
women’s choices.

The possible innovations of this research may exist in
following aspects. The first is the paper gives a systematic
and in — depth analysis to rural married women’s employment
choices. The second relates to the empirical analysis of the
migrating women’s part - time farm work choice. The last
but not the least is the labor — time relation estimates of the
adult children/parents labor force and the else in a farm
household.

Key words: rural married women; labor migration;

employment choice; part - time farming
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