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Abstract

Mingqing Archives are historical archives produced in the dynasties of Ming and Qing. One
part of Imperial Cabinet Archives was transferred to Board of Education at the end of Qing Dynasty,
and archives in Council of State were stored in Zhongnanhai after the utter destruction of the Qing
Dynasty. Then the occurrence of “the event of eight thousand burlap bags” made Mingqing Ar-
chives into the vision of the public. Therefore some people began to rescue those archives, and Luo
Zhenyu firstly bought these archives sold by Education Ministry of Beiyang Government in 1922. So
the prelude of the arrangement of Mingqing Archives opened during the period of the Republic of
China. This thesis wants to expound the process and details of the arrangement, and explore the
effect and significance of the activity, and the content of this article is divided into six parts.

Part One: the early arrangement of Mingqing Archives. Because of shortage of the fund, Ed-
ucation Ministry of Beiyang Government sold the Imperial Cabinet Archives preserved over the
buildings of the Southern End Main entrance and Meridian Gate as waste paper in 1921. When
heard the news, Luo Zhenyu bought these archives, and recruited some persons to arrange the ar-
chives. Then Luo compiled and published A Series of books of Historical Materials I. Later Luo
sold most of these archives to Li Shengduo, also sold part of them to Japanese. Finally Luo carried
the archives leaved by himself to Lvshun in 1928. In 1933, Luo invited some people to arrange
the archives. After arranged, these archives were donated to Fengtian Library. Although Li
Shengduo bought the archives sold By Luo Zhenyu, he didn’t almost arrange them. And Li sold
these archives to the Institute of Philology and History of Academia Sinica in 1928. That is“the
event of eight thousand burlap bags”. It is the event that made the scholars of Peking University
notice the archives scattered. They required Education Ministry to deliver the task of arrangement
to Peking University. The Sinological Research school of Peking University obtained the Imperial
Cabinet Archives preserved in the Historical Museum, then established a organization of arranging
the Imperial Cabinet Archives in Qing Dynasty. The organization discussed the methods of ar-
rangement, and began to arrange the archives from July 4, 1922. During the process of the ar-
rangement, the organization published the report of arranging archives in the newspaper, and held
some exhibitions on these archives. These behaviors influenced society more. The arrangement
didn’t gain a series of success until May, 1924. Then the organization changed its name for

Arrangement Committee of Historical Materials in Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty, and began to
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pay attention to the content of Mingqing Archives, try to publish the archives.

Part Two . the preliminary arrangement of Document Library in the Palace Museum. When
Puyi was derived out the Forbidden City, the committee of dealing with things about Qing Dynasty
was set up, and then the organization began to check the goods of palace. One year later, the
Palace Museum was established in October 10, 1925. There was a Department of Document under
the library of museum, whose affairs were presided over by Shen Jianshi. Department of Docu-
ment aggregated immediately archives placed in the everywhere of museum from its establishment.
The Palace Museum got the archives of Council of State conserved in Zhongnanhai in January,
1926. Soon the department of Document interrupted the arrangement of Palace Memorial and be-
gan to arrange the archives come back. In November, 1927, the Department of Document turn in-
to Zhanggu Department, then the new department continued arranging Mingging Archives. With
the change of political situation, the Palace Museum was reorganized in 1928, and Document Li-
brary was also set up as a branch of museum at the same time. The arrangement of Mingqing Ar-
chives came into new stage from the moment, and the colleagues arranged Mingging Archives ac-
cording to five categories. These kinds are Imperial Cabinet Archives, archives in Council of
State, Imperial House — hold Department Archives, Palace Archives, and other archives. At the
same time of arrangement, Document Library are engaging in other work, for example, exhibi-
tion, providing utilization, compiling and publishing, etc. After September 18 Incident, the Pal-
ace Museum worried about the safety of cultural relics, and sent requests to National Government
of Nanjing. Getting the permission, the museum started to pack the relics. When the situation be-
came serious in early 1933, the Palace Museum transported the relics to Shanghai by train. The
number of wooden box of Document Library was 3773.

Part Three : the subsequent arrangement of Document Library in the Palace Museum. After the
partial archives of Palace Museum were transferred to the Southeast, the part remained in Beiping
got continuous arrangement. The arrangement not only complied with five categories, but also
changed the principle and method. Document library determined the general and systematic princi-
ple in July 1934. Then the staff continuously researched scientific methods of classification and cat-
aloguing. After July 7 Incident, Japan completely invaded China. The aggression made the relics
what had been transferred from Shanghai to Nanjing move again. The archives placed in Nanjing
were carried safely to Southwest of China finally, and stayed in different places for almost four
years. These archives were not carried back to Nanjing until after Anti - Japan War Victory. As for
the archives what stayed always in the Palace Museum during the Anti — Japan War, the workers
still insisted on arranging them even being in difficult period. They went on working in the Docu-
ment Library after October 1945. Because of Liberation War, the relics were carried to Taiwan from
the end of 1948 to the early of 1949. More than 200 Boxes archives were moved to Taizhong.

Part Four: the arrangement of other units. After the institute of Philology and History in Aca-
demina Sinica established in October 1928, it tried to buy Imperial Cabinet Archives from Li
Shengduo. When the archives were aggregated to the building of Meridian Gate in September
1929, the institute began to arrange them. The work got a preliminary success in the end of 1932,
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and then entered the stage which laid stress to the content of archives. But the arrangement was
broken down by the aggression of Japan. The institute of Philology and History began to migrate
with archives in search of better environment in the end of 1948. Besides Academina Sinica,
there were Tsinghua University and Yugong Soceity which participated in arranging the Mingqing
Archives. The dean of History Department in Tsinghua University, Jiang Tingfu, bought a lot of
archives from the markets during the 1930’ s, and then let students arrange them. Wu Han partic-
ipated in the arrangement as a student. It is pity that the archives disappeared during the Anti —
Japan War. Yugong Soceity bought many Mingqging Archives from the shops in June 1936. The
Society arranged the archives immediately. However the archives were redeemed by Archives Stor-
age Agency of Finance Ministry after half a year.

Part Five: the condensation of archival theory in the arrangement. The article came to con-

clusions through discussing the practice of archival arrangement. Arranging archives need stand-
" ards and rules, so the thought and idea displayed gradually during the determination of arrange-
ment methods. Although the different organizations and people had respective method and princi-
ple, there was an identical point that everyone all paid attention to the value of Mingqing Ar-
chives. The institutions on classification and cataloguing made people arrange the archives suc-
cessfully, although they were different. The formation of methods had studied other domestic and
overseas methods for reference. The thoughts of Mingqing Archives appeared gradually through the
arrangement, and they were the realization of archival value, concepts of classification and cata-
loguing, idea of compilation and public, etc. The thoughts turned into progressive power and
guide, and became important component of archives science in modern of China.

Part Six: the effect of the arrangement of Mingqing Archives. Mingging Archives were ar-
ranged by Luo Zhenyu, Peking University, the Palace Museum, the institute of Philology and His-
tory in Academina Sinica, Tsinghua University, and Yugong Society from 1922 to 1949. The ar- .
rangement not only gave the archives orderliness and sequence, but also had important effect. The
experiences included reference to domestic and overseas methods, improving methods, and train-
ing talents, and the lessons were worth reviewing. At the same time, the arrangement of Mingging
Archives enlarged the effect of archives during the period of the Republic of China. The academic
circles recognized gradually the importance of archives, and began to use them. The institute of
investing on society in Peking made a copy of archives more than 120 thousand from 1930 to
1937. The arrangement became the important promoting force. And the archival thoughts came to
be a significant part of archives science in its establishment time. '

The dissertation studies the great cultural project from practice to theory. The author does its
best to give the original appearance, and fill in the research blanks. Now we can know historical
facts and understand the idea of archivists through the paper. The arrangement of Mingqging Ar-
chives during the period of the Republic of China not only is the important part in archival histo-
ry, but also supplies a model to us.

Keywords: Period of the Republic of China; Mingqing Archives; Arrangement
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