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1 Of Wisdom for a Man’s Self

Francis Bacon

An ant is a wise creature for itself, but it is a
shrewd @ thing in an orchard or garden. And certainly
men that are great lovers of themselves waste @ the
public. Divide with reason between self-love and soci-
ety @, and be so true to thyself, as thou be not false
to others; especially to thy king and country.it is a
poor centre of a man's actions, himself. It is right
earth @ . For that only stands fast upon his ® own cen-
tre; whereas all things that have affinity with the heav-
ens, ® move upon the centre of another, which they
benefit. The referring of all to a man’s self @ is more tol-
erable in a sovereign prince: because themselves are
not only themselves, but their good and evil is at the
peril of the public fortune. But it is a desperate evil in a
servant to a prince, or a citizen in a republic. For
whatsoever affairs pass such a man's hands, he
crooketh @ them to his own ends; which must needs
be often eccentric to the ends of his master or
state. Therefore let princes, or states, choose such
servants as have not this mark; except they mean their
service should be made but the accessary. That which
maketh the effect more pernicious is that all proportion
is lost. It were @ disproportion enough for the servant’s
good to be preferred before the master's; but yet it is
a greater extreme, when a little good of the servant
shall carry things ® against a great good of the mas-
ter's. And yet that is the case of bad officers, treasur-
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SAb; WMt ETHUNESX ERHARRMEM, ik
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EREESGEHBAEREAR: BABEEGEHEHA4gR
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BERNAEFTENS, BEAVREMNERAREAR
ARRLBN, BRIELFERAICINBER, AR
Dz . HREFEELH RIS TRE, FA
BEZHMBEMETHE EZ2H %, EREAREE, ETE
ET-CZMMTEAERMEZ L, NEHFRBER;
RM—YAEZIER . &7, FW., KO, HEHAH
MREEE, AMEPNEL N, #E¥88MAH—-B2

shrewd = mischievous.

waste, do harm to.
BHEMETARSMBA,

= exactly like the earth.

his = its.

heavens, heavenly bodies; H A BJR .,
= oneself.

= crooks, i # .

Tt were, it would be.

P, M
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