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Abstract

This study, based on data collected, aims to apply the theories of
functional linguistics, semantics, and pragmatics to an analysis of
such syntactic and semantic phenomena as the negatives ‘bu’ and
‘mei’ occurring with modal adverbs, time adverbs, scope adverbs, and
degree adverbs in Mandarin Chinese.

The Introduction explains the object of this research, its
significance, the theoretical framework to be used, relevant research
carried out in and abroad, and the sources of the linguistic data.

Chapter 2 begins with a description of the word order in which
the negatives occurring with the modal adverbs, which is followed by
a typological explanation of the rules governing such usage, i.e.,
‘modal adverbs >negatives’. Then an illustration is provided showing
why, according to classification of words based on their degree of
membership, ‘yiding’ is not a modal adverb but a auxiliary verb, and
why, therefore ‘bu’ strictly abides by the rule ‘modal adverbs>
negatives’ when it occurs with modal adverbs. Finally, a discussion
will ensue that focuses on the two sources of negative polar modal
adverbs and their forming mechanism.

Chapter 3 first describes the word order of negatives occurring
with time adverbs and then explains it with the help of the theory of
operator and binding. It will then discuss the syntactic and semantic
differences that are created when the negatives occurring with

‘jingchang’ and ‘tongchang’, ‘conglai’ and ‘lilai. Further analysis of



the similarities and dissimilarities between ‘bu jingchang’ and
Jingchang bu’ will be conducted focusing on their structure, syntactic
function, and restrictions on VP. A discussion will follow of the issue
of semantic entailment when negatives occurring with time adverbs.
Finally, the symmetry and asymmetry of word order between
negatives and time adverbs will be discussed.

Chapter 4 will first describe and explain the word order of
negatives occurring with scope adverbs; the data are presented to
show how it is incorrect to assume that ‘doubu’ is a marked negation
and ‘budow’ unmarked. Then an illustration is offered by way of an
analysis of three types of semantic changes—increasing, decreasing,
and constant—when the negatives occur with the scope adverbs.
Finally, there is a discussion of the motivation of the covert and overt
of negatives in the ‘/ian’ construction by the theory of pragmatic
scale.

Chapter 5 begins with a description of the word order regarding
negatives occurring with degree adverbs; then it will focus on two
constructs: ‘bu hen VP’ and ‘hen bu VP’, including their hierarchical
structures, the function of ‘%en’, and restrictions on VP. Finally, the
semantic entailment is analyzed when the negatives occur with the
degree adverbs.

Chapter 6 diachronically investigates the lexicalization of two
constructions: ‘bu+adverbs’ and ‘adverbs+bu’, and suggests three
conditions under which the incorporation of *X+Y’ may lexicalize.
Then a generalization regarding the regularity of lexicalization of the
two constructions is offered: ‘6u+X’ and ‘X+bu’, when X is an
adverb. The chapter ends with a discussion of the relation between

negatives and verbs, and the position of negatives in them, explaining

vi



why there is asymmetry of the lexicalization of the two constructions
by analyzing.
The Conclusion gives a summary of major findings of this study,

and offers a few suggestions for future research in this field.

Key words: negatives adverbs co-occurence syntax semantic
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