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Abstract

The Year 2011 is the first one in implementing the “National Guidelines for
Medium-and Long-term Educational Reform and Development”. Governments at all
levels have made significant progress in the following fields: placing higher priority on
developing education, promoting justice in educational access, achieving more balanced
development in compulsory education, and reform of preschool education; and thereby
the relationship between the supply of and demand for education continues improving.
At the same time, public participation in educational reform, self-directed explorations
initiated by grassroots level entities have become more frequent. New progress can also
be seen in the following fields: the government taking more active steps to respond to
social demand, and benign interaction between government and the general public in
educational governance.

The state has initiated the “3 — year Action Plan for Preschool Education”, and
accordingly, authorities in various places have taken a series of measures to speed up the
development of preschool education. Steps have been taken everywhere to actively
promote balanced development of compulsory education; various provincial authorities
have signed memorandums with the Ministry of Education, pledging to achieve goals in
achieving more regionally balanced development in education. Thus, new experiences
in conducting pilot projects and different models have appeared. Educational authorities
in various places continue their efforts in exploring ways to reform the system of college
entrance examinations; and accordingly, progress has been made in subjects to be
examined, modes of recruitment of new students, modes of admission and enrollment,
ensuring safety in conducting examinations, achieving justice and fairness in all matters
concerned. New policies haven been taken by the government with regard to non-
state/private education. For the first time, qualified non-state/private HEIs are allowed
to provide graduate programs and admit graduate students. Pilot projects on
comprehensive reform of non-state/private education have been initiated; profit-seeking
and non-profit non-state/private institutions will be managed in accordance with
different regulations.

Ten years have passed since the initiation of reforming school curricula. According



to the findings of various surveys, a higher degree of approval of the ideas embodied by
the new curricula can be seen among schoolteachers, yet a number of problems have
cropped up in the course of their implementation. Furthermore, throughout the
country, there have cropped up many pilot projects of self-directed reform of teaching
practices initiated by grassroots entities, and their practice invariably pays higher respect
to the subjectivity of studenties and embody the spirit of autonomy of educators.

Hot and difficult problems and issues continue to ferment and become hotter and
hotter. In the year 2011, malnutrition of rural children and frequent accidents involving
school buses attracted the concern of the entire society, giving rise to public reflections
on the policies of dissolving a large number of small rural schools and teaching points and
merging them into larger schools, and on the policy of promoting boarding schools in
rural areas. Survey findings indicate that the mental health of nearly 13% of rural school
teachers and pupils are unsatisfactory. The widespread existence of large classes at the
stage of compulsory schooling and family education were all problems of widespread
concern. In large and medium-sized cities, at the stage of compulsory education,
malpractices of “test- and exam-oriented education” , competition for choice of school
have not been curbed; chaotic phenomena related to the transition of primary school
graduates to junior high schools are widespread and alarming. Whether this problem can
be effectively tackled depends on the issue whether the governments at all levels have the
strong will and resolution to strictly observe legal regulations in administration and school
governance. South China University of Science and Technology is guided by the ideas
of “autonomous recruitment of new students and autonomous conferral of academic
degrees”, and “ de-bureaucratization and de-administration, meaning to avoid
intervention of institutional affairs by state authorities” as its principles of conducting
reforms in institutional management and teaching practice, and it is making progress full
of twists, indicating the actual dilemma faced by the restructuring of the education
system.

Pluralism and more possible choices are increasing in the educational sector. Some
parents and students have “voted with their feet” in their attempt to escape from
“ exam-oriented education”. In recent years, a new round of going abroad to study has
arisen, The phenomenon that the age of students going abroad is increasingly lower has
become increasingly manifest. At the stage of senior high school, the number of
international classes has become increasingly larger. Emerging explorations into “home-
based schooling” are underway, and they do have possible space for development.

Being influenced by the prevalence of lower birth rates, the sources of potential



HEI applicants are entering a new era of reduction. With this context in mind, it is
imperative that HEIs should reduce the number of new entrants and try to adjust the
educational programs ( specialties) offered, and try to develop their own unique features
in education, and to adjust the manner of instruction for new students, so as to enable
them to adapt to college study better. Based on findings of surveys conducted in six 985
HEIs about the employment or continued studies, only about two thirds of the current
class graduates are likely to be employed in the same year, while the other one third
would continue their studies and enter the labor market in later years. At the same time,
a majority of college graduates do want to identify themselves with entrepreneurs and
their practical activities, but lack the courage to create their own businesses.

In 2010 total public expenditures on education continued to increase, and the rate
of increase was higher than that of the previous year. However, taking the picture of
the country as a whole, public expenditures on both compulsory education and higher
education in most regions slowed down their rates of increase, indicating larger inter-
provincial differences; most provincial-level entities met the requirement set by the
Education Law for increase of public expenditure on education. According to the
findings of surveys conducted in 30 major cities in China about the degree of satisfaction
with education, the degree of satisfaction became lower in comparison with that shown

in the previous three years.
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