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The Sea That Comes
to Meet My Hand

ANNETTE WYNNE

The sea that comes to meet my hand
Is rolling on some foreign land;

And some small child in that far place
Is looking out to see my face.
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All Nations Are
Neighbors

Our neighbors are those who live near us.
Generally we know them best; often they are our
closest friends. Have you ever stopped to think
that slowly but surely all the people of the world
are coming to be neighbors? Swift airplanes and
trains, giant steamships, the radio and the tele-
graph are bringing the nations of the world clos-
er and closer together.

The people of Japan suffer death and destruc-
tion from a terrible earthquake. In a few hours
the whole world knows about it, and nations
rush to the rescue with food, money, and mes-
sages of sympathy.
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Boy Scouts from all over the world meet in a
great “jamboree,” and James Brown from Amer-
ica finds that Ivor Stannik from Poland, Giaco-
mo Spadoni from Italy, and Ole Sjostrand from
Sweden are much like himself and the boys he
knows at home.

In times of long ago, before the news of the
world could travel so swiftly and people could
journey great distances so easily, every stranger
was an enemy. Tribes and nations were almost
always at war. But now we live so close togeth-
er that we must be friends if this is to be a hap-
py world. We must understand and respect the
people of other nations. When you read about
people of foreign lands, notice that they have
qualities that make you want to be friends with
them. You may find some of them much like
yourself.
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In the stories you are now to read, you will
visit some young citizens of other countries.
Think of them as distant but friendly neigh-

bors.
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THE SPANISH
BOOTBLACK

CAROLINE MABRY

When you studied the history of America, you
read a great deal about Spain and the Spaniards.
You remember those great explorers—De Soto,
de Leon, and Coronado. Perhaps you remember
also that when we won our freedom, Spain owned
nearly all the land from the Mississippi River to the
Pacific Ocean. Even today there are thousands of
Spanish-speaking people in our country.

The story you will now read tells something of
life in Spain today. In the company of Pepin, the
bootblack, you will travel to Seville and Granada,
two of the most famous cities in the world.
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NO WORK IN RONDA

Pepin was a bootblack in Spain. He lived in
Ronda near the great bridge which stretches
across a chasm so deep that on one side four
hundred steps are carved in the rock leading
down to the valley. They are old steps, cut in an
early day when the Romans had besieged Ron-
da, and they were made so that the water car-
riers could slip down them secretly and bring
water from the stream to the thirsty town. Now
Ronda lay peacefully in the sunshine, and boys
played on the steps, hiding in the caves along
the way.

Pepin, usually the jolliest of them all, had
not joined the boys today. His heart was heavy.
He stood leaning over the high bridge looking
out across the valley where the river turned the
wheels of the grist mills. In his pocket was only
one “little dog,” which is a small coin with a lion
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on it. It was the last one Pepin had, for there had
not been many boots to black lately in Ronda.
They needed blacking just as they had before, for
the paths of Spain are dusty and rough with peb-
bles. But the crops had not been good this sum-
mer, and everyone was poor—too poor even to

pay Pepin a few pennies to shine dusty shoes.
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