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Section 1 Warming Up

Task 1  Building background knowledge

Directions: Look at the following pictures which show different festivals,
Label the pictures with the festival names and say something about the
pictures,

Thanksgiving Day ~Halloween Easter Day Christmas Day
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Task 2

Brainstorm

Directions: Work with a partner. Make a list of as many festivals in China as
you know and talk about how you celebrate it, what gifts you may give or

receive,

Task 3

and foods you may eat in these festivals.

Listening and repeating

Directions: Listen to the following conversations and repeat. Pay attention to

your pronunciation and intonation.

Conversation One

Judy :
Tony:

Judy:
Tony:
Judy:
Tony:

Judy:
Tony:
Judy:
Tony:

Tony, tell me something about Valentine’s Day.

It is a holiday that most Americans observe, even though it is not
an official one.

What’s the exact time of this holiday?

It is on February 14.

What do people usually do to express themselves?

On that day, a greeting card or a note would be sent to a current or
hopeful sweetheart, containing lines of sentimental love.

What else do they usually give to their lovers?

Most commonly, the gifts contain flowers and candy.

Do you know why people call it Valentine’s Day?

It is named for an early Christian martyr whose feast day was once
observed on that day.

Conversation Two

David:
Alice:
David:
Alice:

David:
Alice :

D'clVid :

Susan, when is Mother’s Day celebrated?

It’s celebrated on the second Sunday in May.

What does a mother usually receive on that day?

A mother usually receives greeting cards and gifts from her
husband and children.

What else do children do for their mother?

For most mothers, the rarest and best gift is a day of rest. Flowers
are an important part of the holiday.

Did the idea of setting aside a special day to honor mothers
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originate in the United States?

Alice: No. In England. Mothering Sunday, celebrated during Lent, was
once traditional. This holiday is also celebrated by the Yugoslavs
and many other peoples.

David: When did this holiday come into being?

Alice: It has been a national tradition since 1915.

Conversation Three

Lucy: Christmas is approaching. How are you going to celebrate it?

Jack: I don’t know yet. What do you usually do?

Lucy: Well, Christmas is the biggest holiday of the year in our country.
People are busy decorating houses, shopping and wrapping
presents for relatives and friends before Christmas Eve.

Jack: That sounds exciting.

Lucy: Kids like Christmas very much. They believe if they hang their
stockings over the fireplace, Santa Claus will fill them with their
favorite presents, such as toys and candy.

Jack: Do you still believe in Santa Claus?

Lucy: No, I know the gifts were given by my parents.

Useful language

VEITETE

Questions: i mse~ 4

» What is the exact time of this | > It is on the second Sunday in May.
holiday? » It’s celebrated on Dec. 25 .
» When is Christmas Day celebrated? | > People are usually busy shopping
» When did this holiday begin? and wrapping presents for relatives
» What do people usually do to express and friends.
themselves? » Presents would be sent to ... on that
» What do you usually do? day.
» What do people usually receive on | » The important parts of this day are
that day? to send your best wishes, flowers

» How are you going to celebrate it? and greeting cards.
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Section 2 Listening In

Task 1 Listening to short conversations

Directions: You’ll hear 5 short conversations. Listen carefully and choose the

best answer to the questions you hear.

1.

A.

COWPUOPPUONEPTOFEPUOW

The woman watched the 7 o’clock program on channel 2 yesterday
evening.

People under 40 will find a program worth watching.

The man came to see the woman yesterday evening.

. The program reported some major breakthrough in cancer research.
. The man knows the woman is a marvelous writer.

The woman won a first prize in a National Writing Contest.
The woman bought a camera.

. The man is a marvelous writer.
. The man threw away the reading list.

The man regretted he had thrown away the reading list.
The woman picked the reading list from the ground.
The woman left the reading list on the desk.

He is still teaching at the junior high school.

He got out of the army.

He opened a restaurant with his brother.

He will leave school soon.

She has finished reading the book.

She has read some parts she is interested in.

She read the book just like the way she read a novel.
She hasn’t read the book at all.

Task 2. Listening to long conversations

Directions: You’ll hear 2 long conversations, Listen carefully and choose the

best answer to the questions you hear,

Conversation One

1. A. Assistant Director of Admissions.
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Secretary of the School of Medicine.
Office worker in the local government.

. More than half of them are from overseas.

They are from African countries, the Far East, the Middle East,
and Latin America.
They like the university.

. More dealing with undergraduates.

More contact with students.
More policy work.

Conversation Two

1

o

COWPUOEPTO®P TN

A.

Actors.

B. Dinner.

Plan for seeing a movie.

. Tour.
. He does not like the actor.

The cinema is too far.
He has already seen it.

. He is hungry.
. To find a baby-sitter.

To see a movie.
To have a dinner with Allan and Catherine at home.

. To have classes.
. See a film.

Go bowling.
Stay home.

. Go shopping.

Task 3 Listening to passages

Directions: You’ll hear 2 passages. Listen carefully and choose the best answer

to the questions you hear,

Passage One
1. A. The third Sunday in May.

B.

The second Sunday in May.
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The second Saturday in May.
The third Saturday in May.
Britain.

USA.

Both Britain and USA.
China.

In 1908.

In 1809.

In 1089.

. In 1980.

DOWPUO®P» U0

Passage Two

1. How to deal with bears.

How to tell a true friend.

The friendship between bears and people.
A man’s adventurous story.

The man’s friend is in danger.

He should be careful about choosing friends.
He would not eat the man.

Nothing.

They are friends.

Bears would not eat a dead body.

The bear wanted to eat the man in the tree.

COWPUOPPUOE P

The bear was not hungry.

Section 3 Speaking Out

Task 1 Reading and Retelling

Directions: Read aloud and then retell the story in your own words.

A cowboy rode into town and stopped at a saloon for a drink.
Unfortunately, the locals always had a habit of picking on strangers.
When he finished his drink, he found his horse had been stolen. He went
back into the bar, handily flipped his gun into the air, caught it above his
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head without even looking and fired a shot into the ceiling. “Which one of
you sidewinders stole my horse?” he yelled with surprising forcefulness.
No one answered. “Alright. I’'m going to have another beer. and if my
horse isn’t back outside by the time I finish, I’'m going to do what I did in
Texas! And I don’t like to have to do what I did in Texas!” Some of the
locals shifted restlessly. The man. true to his word, had another beer.
walked outside, and his horse had been returned to the post. He saddled
up and started to ride out of town. The bartender wandered out of the bar
and asked. “Say partner, before you go. .. what happened in Texas?” The
cowboy turned back and said, “I had to walk home.”

Task 2 Making up a conversation

Directions: Work in pairs. Make up a conversation for each of the following

situations,

1. You have been invited to a birthday party for your good friend, but you
don’t know what to buy, so you are discussing it with another good friend.

2. On Thanksgiving Day, you decided to give your foreign teacher a
special gift. You go to the teacher’s house to express your thanks.

Task 3 Making a presentation

Directions: Choose one of the following questions to make a presentation.
1. What do you know about Spring Festival in China?

2. What'’s the best gift you have ever gotten?

3. Which festival is your most impressive?

Section 4 Further Development

Task 1  Spot dictation

Directions: You will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for
the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the
passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with
the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the
third time, you should check what you have written,
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Nowadays there are more and more ways of going on holiday. More
and more people go (1) every year. Some people even go on two
or three holidays a year.

In my opinion, there are two (2) of holiday takers. The

first kind always looks to seaside resorts when they go on holiday. Their
one and only (3) is to have a good time by sunbathing and
putting their feet up. They are not a bit interested in local (4)
At mealtimes, if they can get a plate of British “fish and chips”, they are
more than happy! They spend their days in the (5) and their
evenings getting drunk, then sleep soundly. If this sort of person
(6) to pack the sun block, he or she will undoubtedly come
home as red as a lobster.

The other sorts of holiday takers (7) to increase

their knowledge of foreign lands. They make use of the chance to travel to
(8) . For them, going on holiday is knowledge.

Consequently. this sort of traveler will move from place to place every few
days. If they visit lots of places (9) amount of time.
there is no way that they can get a proper feel of a place or the full span of
local food and wine.

Whichever type of holiday they appreciate, everybody has the same
aim: (10) » have as much fun as possible and come
home happy.

Task 2 Listening to a report

Directions: Listen to the report and complete the information in the table.

Free smart phone applications might seem like a deal. but it has a

Topi
opic hidden cost:

Usage of the tool —

Energy Profiler Breaks down

Free apps often » which can drain your battery
more than using the app itself does.

The search happened in a blink, but the phone’s 3G hardware
stayed in for up to , eating

Reasons for energy
leak of phones,

up more energy than the search itself.
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Role-playing the conversation

Directions: Listen to the conversation and role-play it. Then make up a

conversation using your own words.

Susan:
Mike:
Susan:
Mike:
Susan:
Mike:
Susan:
Mike:
Susan;
Mike .
Susan:

Mike:

Susan.
Mike::
Susan:
Mike .
Susan:
Mike:
Susan:
Mike:
Susan;

Hi, Mike. What have you been up to lately?

Just spending a lot of time with my girlfriend.

Oh, nice. Do you two have big plans for Valentine’s Day?
Yeah. I'm taking her out to dinner at a nice restaurant.

She’ll love that.

I hope so. I want to do something else special for her, too.

Like what?

I don’t know. Do you have any romantic ideas?

Hmm. You could always write her a poem.

That’s a great idea!

Yeah, I did that for my boyfriend a few years ago and he still has
it.

That’s much better than a piece of jewelry that might break or get
lost.

Definitely.

So what are you doing with your boyfriend this Valentine’s Day?
I'm taking him to see a show in the city.

Oh, that will be fun.

Yeah. I'm excited and so is he.

Well. I hope it goes well. I have to run.

Thanks. The same to you.

See you later.

Later.

Section 5 Listening and Speaking in the Real World

Task 1

Real world listening

Directions: Listen to a passage which is about the etiquette of gift giving in

different countries. Match the corresponding etiquette with the countries,

9
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1. Australia

a. Flowers are often taken to a hostess of a dinner party at her home.

2. Grieece b. Select items that represent one’s own culture.
3. Chi c. Take the deserving person to dinner, or to an entertainment or
3. China .
sporting event.
. d. The most common form of showing appreciation is probably an
4. America

evening’s entertainment.

5. Germany

Modest gifts, such as a business diary. a paperweight. or a coffee
mug might be presented as a mementos of a visit or business meeting

Task 2 Summary

Directions; Listen again and write a summary.

Summary:

Task 3  Talking it over

Directions: Suppose you worked in a boutique; try to give suggestions about

gift-giving to different customers. And then report it to your classmates,

Customers’ needs Your suggestions

For girlfriend’s birthday

For a little nephew

For a friend’s wedding

Others




