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I dedicate this book to
University of Stirling in the United Kingdom.
I dedicate this book also to my friends who encouraged me to translate Burns
such as Douglas Brodie at University of Strathclyde, Richard Oram
at University of Stirling and Gerard Carruthers at University of Glasgow.
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By Gerard Carruthers
AEE - FREBH

It is a huge pleasure to see this most modern and scholarly
Chinese edition of selected works by Robert Burns. The translator,
Professor Zhengshuan Li, has been an assiduous scholar not
only of Burns the poet and the song-writer, but also of previous
Chinese translators of the Scottish “bard”. In a lecture to a rapt
audience at the University of Glasgow in the spring of 2015,
Professor Li provided a masterclass of the high-points (and a few
low ones) in the previous Chinese rendering and reception of
Burns. This forensic knowledge of the field makes him the ideal
Burns translator into Chinese for the twenty-first century.

The generously ample selection compiled by Professor Li,
over a hundred poems and songs or around a sixth of Burns’
output, makes it a commendably wide introduction to a writer
of world stature. The thematic divisions of this edition run the
range of Burns’ emotional gamut from great tenderness towards
the human and natural world, to biting satire in the face of
folly and political and cultural oppression. It captures Burns
as a great teller of tales and also as a writer of fine philosophic
sensibility.

The best new translations set up fresh encounters between
writers and their readers. The best translators enable this process.
Professor Li has set the stage for a thrilling new chapter in Robert
Burns’ relationship to China. This edition is a treat in store for
the fine people of that great nation.
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2016 4R TA% L R AZW (Robert Burns, 1759-1796 ) #itth 220 H4E4 &, 16&
HEF, ZEIEREEEN CEUFBRNE (DR ) MEEXRERGEER, XICREExHE
NECIF B APA

bz bR, WiLFRAIEBEDE, BREEZNGER IR M, HMEm®ig &, MiRAE
TR AREESS S

—. W55

BAM SRR AN, HaookIE TR, 15 B R REMAINE, XAER L
FAFRPAEN, ZHE SR, 13 FRIFGERHANEEENT S, #5578k, H
e RREE TR 37 4F, STVEZ RMAETE 22 S A0F I, L ()L, AR RIE AL
Huph i, bz HEATM B, KRS L R IR LI, (SRR ) BICR A i)
AE A R S B R . ( FAER, 2009: 184 ) . BWHE B KA CE, BREH
B gkt nbisicdn, iz ichkiEmZest (Low, 1974: 2) . HRMEIRE, FLHHE
2RIFFHER T, A&HEES.

P — AR KBS IR MENE TILE EWRIRE. 479 CEW) . SRR 2%
i, EHAE GG 9 4PN 1L 370 HATIHIFEK (3203, 1959: 39-54) . 171K
[E] i DU E S /E 2 T I —FhBE R I AF4C, 0 RO T M FIGE B ke E T A Al
BIVE, PIEASIARR. s TS i 2L AVES:, AP A g B B aloE
(IR TEEM AR, RSN EX) , (BESEG—EKRAE) WdJLER
) B i B AN NIRRT IR A VB AT, i 441E Poems, Chiefly in Scottish Dialect ( published
at Kilmarnock, 1786; Edinburgh and London, 1787 ) BB MG 207 5 ({EHLI A%
LI HRIBRIRAE) Bk, HBRIULRMRA 2 EIRAE T IUEIF AR, 4 (1788
) BIFESRIRANA 2 il ( e 2R A 36 [ i AR M GE AL g 1.2 — . BT 1798 4F &
BN PSR S S50 <A, AN Archibald Mclean F 1783 ML @ 0
WiaphaEM) o 25, 2l EWN - 2988 (James Johnson ) &4 6 BA (2R ix
WY ) ( The Scots Musical Museum, Edinburgh, 1787-1803, 3t 600 1, #Hifigdsyy ===
=nz—) , X5 - 5% (George Thomson ) % ( BG4I TG R IKESE) (A
Select Collection of Original Scottish Airs for the Voice, 1793-1818 ) , /&6 ¥4 (—iii 8 -
BA: HE, 1997: 7) . W ER 4 BADN NFEFEMBTTH 4 455K The Works of
Robert Burns: With an Account of his life, and a Criticism on his Writings ( edited by James
Currie, Liverpool, 1800 ) ., SO At o i JelEl SUzF=A: 13, 46254601 (William
Wordsworth ) | f[#3f (S. T. Coleridge ) ZF AKX EA 1Tt

ATEN, AA (ROOEFR) (RIGBENMR—IRAANEEL) (LMo ) 4
BER AL B, A T#ER, “Auld Lang Syne” ( “Old Long Since” , {idZM5FRE) |




SRFS

(BIRHE) FRSmEl

X4 (CREARK) ) ABUMER2ER, WO —LEE SOHAEIRBLIG A4 A . (Efb i
B4 Ei% “Old Long Syne” ( tH James Watson T~ 1711 4FERAT, ¥& L8 wmiie - Av/REE
TERKE (PRI Wil ) | RIS SRR AN, A, TEAER, X E R i
W RHEIE SRR, tRE RS E S hE kT, PR E RN E T EHL RS
BhEE RN H B R B et . 5 At R A i R CR e, X N (B TER
#H3%) (The Roud Folk Song Index ) . #[EEMEZIA (R. W. Emerson ) {4 7EHE 105
RATHO I AR R &4 E3EE, Hhiii: “He is an exceptional genius. The people
who care nothing for literature and poetry care for Burns. ...Not like Goethe, in the
stars, or like Byron, in the ocean, or Moore, in the luxurious East, but in the homely
landscape which the poor see around them, —bleak leagues of pasture and stubble,
ice and sleet and rain and snow—choked brooks; birds, hares, field-mice, thistles and
heather, which he daily knew. How many ‘Bonnie Doon,” and ‘John Anderson my
Joes’ and ‘Auld Lang Syne,’ all around the earth, have his verses been applied to! And
his love songs still woo and melt the youths and maids; the farm work, the country
holiday, the fishing-cobble, are still his debtors today.” (Ralph Waldo Emerson, “The
Memory of Burns”, January 25, 1859 ) . #RrifikafE4E2 rw W —5,

I ROk SR SRR T B, DU A HE R SO A, B SRR,
i “REFN" (Poet of the Peasants) , EZWiEIgHARA “ /KB EAE"  (the Bard of
Ayrshire ) o TEBLRFFSCAGHE,  “ELEE” FEMREIEE TR, A6 /1R B LA R AR B i e gk
W R F s R P, ERXAE S B, EHNE R EH) A (R, 2012:
58) , HutHR 52 hycE “EE” 9951tV ( Shakespeare ) —if2, 3 [ b Je e 27
RO EIRSr, Pmal LLE “f i KRS LA BT (@ARE, 1937: 224) o %
E2E#E 2N - T - B5iH (Annette T. Rubinstein ) 4 ( & A K154 ) ( The
Great Tradition in English Literature from Shakespeare to Shaw, Modern Reader Paperback,
1969) , HoiFEA (1) 2% COANSLHEREITT ) |, (4) % OANZHEE) (b
HERSCH ML, 1998 4F) | WIEAIE.

EWRBCOE S L0, RGN, WA, JEEASA PR SONEES (50F
WAL SEE AR LA ) FERIE H S LR EE . 2 L2 FHLWUEE TR, T
24 RRIAIN R ARIEAMIAEELZ N, AT, XWIER M RS RBOE, 2
WIR REIRIE T AZRR K ERTRR, sk 7B R R 3 (G Rairee) 2B
DL T e (BEEHT) ( Waterloo Bridge ) , 1EA:PR 4 —FA AN E8. KRR SELF
5RE,

aAEE R NS HMER AL, BRI —A (PR RWAERS, 1A
AN CEESRBE R ) - SRR (FPRHR) SHAMATRE) o EEERERE (). D.
Salinger ) H/Nsh ( FHIHLEYSFEA# ) ( The Catcher in the Rye, 1951) HEEWT, B EA
/%% Holden Caulfield %t #) 5k Phoebe 51iR T 8 Wr ik (32 Wi B3 BL “If a body catch a
body comin’ through the rye” , JLALH A A4 “catcher in the rye” , fifir A ZEIREOL .
BB L—BENETAE— KPS H AR, - TEREAES , AVRNE B COREMRILI,
A2 ok, et e f . TR T XA S LA BT REE . O
JBRERTE ) MR MhicEs T HKE, RS “Gin (If) a body meet a body/ Comin thro’



the rye” (30 “WR—NANE LN/ FLBREH" ) . EEFEA ] G. Wittier —4
e, 5 7 — “Burns: On Receiving a Sprig of Heather in Blossom” , HHiiiifife
2 H IR E SR BRSNS B, S5 F8rEL: “How oft that day, with fond delay,
/ 1 sought the maple’s shadow, / And sang with Burns the hours away, / Forgetful of the
meadow!” (Low, 1974: 432-433) . 2004 4F 1 HTEAL2AT T RSB ST it 2, B
{EBEA AL FAPHE - 2R ( Kofi Atta Annan TE2 E& FH5IH TEHMCAEIB—E ) “A
Man’s A Man For A’ That” ), FEH A THEHI% 58 20 RS LA FB S B A 2. 32
Wil O 7 17 4 Rt Bk SR A LSRR R S iERAUR AR R — A Sl o
TR, ABANREL S RBNT A FlE, I B AERESZ — A AT # R AR ——
H A ™ 8142 . " ( “Our National Bard Gives Inspiration to UN”, Daily Record [Glasgow,
Scotland], January 15, 2004 ) 52, (AEH—8) XEFEMRIFE, A ELEHE
MK FEIE (Low, 1974: 440) . Horiigh) “Ufie, iERADRAMKYTH, /| AEELLE
b, HR—EL0RE, / ABIHEILRF S [ B R A BRI MR |/ B X — B —E&,
| BAE—RKEKE: [ IR FE N [ # T e, A8 T (EERE)
XEANGT - P - 4 (RAAEH) ( “1 Have A Dream” ) B33 ] S5 AHALL!

w4, ANNILAE R AR S SO A AN e | (s O R
ANFi1” (The Poets’ Corner ) £ fhif)— iz ( B, Westminster Abbey Bl ) ; fEMMAIER &
W SLRERH) Alloway #4741 ( Robert Burns Birthplace Museum ) , 43 5h 4%k A
Bl € SRR RS IR EE ) ( FAER 3 ) | SRR ( Sk B0 ) AR SR ( R OUFER IR ) (3
W HRIRZIR s EmitE, 28 FAER, 2009: 181); HHTH0MEG R & 2Bk 038 BT,
ALy (ISR WAIS RS ) . FivE4{H2 T 17 (Dunedin) %; 1999 4 1 A&7 1%
Wrad A HEEE (240 FSFRERR ) 5 84 Mfth % 17095 ( www.robertburns.org ) . 5%
AR A T — AN BETEHTE “Burnsiana”  ( WLF Burnsiana: A Collection of Literary Odds
and Ends Relating to Robert Burns) . 2009 4E, #A% 217 BUF I A4 Kk — 1% 3h
R 2 R DT, ARSI | R FRER LB ( M 4F IR AN RERR 250 JE4E ) .
Huij, #5&A L “EHERRT | ARRERE L INEMEE (HEkiE, 2015:
13) , EZHC AT 20— DRI,

AETFie, EHWAEH (1 H 25 B ) SBChTHE 2 NBMESRIGTH , 28 “SElhi”
(Burns Night ) , tH# A TAR 2 EF fa R — ML (Low, 1974: 422) , MIHEEHTE
20 2 80 AEARAIHEAN R ( EAER, 2009: 182) .

. B E

PWEBA VR, EZMNRFRKT 1914 FENPE.  “TNES” DUGH#ETCFF N T X
SRR 7 AMNE SR R S, R AR RV, SR B E SORTE. R
EH HAFA R W F &M JCFRF “Selections from Classical Writers:
Robert Burns” ( (3L 2% )[The English Student], 19194 5% 4 ) ; (EHERF)
( CALFEAN) , 1921 4F55 102 ) 3 “BEHiF 13 87 ( (M) , 1926 4F 9 A4 57 {1,
RGHEFF) s “FBurns WFPIE" ( (BH) , 19294 2% 85, PIHKIF) ; (HIE)
551—10 3 (1928-1929 ) B ( —J&40ih) . LLOBBRAE ) (FIiN « SRS ) (SERNBYSRMT ) ;



VRS
Xii
Ry

(ERNH) FERFER

(BHWFIE) “XZEES” Pl 6 Wi (1936 4F 5 A5 25, 26 MG TR, XHEBE) ;

CepJE) #edhh “EWistE” (194448 14 3 1, 2KHAIR) 5 (iFdliE) 1948 4E58 10
BB L9 BRI L AW REME, WEEH (e ) (M5)iF) , &
IR 4, S0 ip e m N i g . (ORA)  (R4EEE, J5(51%, Jefeti)s, 1928
) L (EREMMERSNK) (PR, 19344) | (FARE) (KilkE, b
WERI S ENBAE, 1936 4F ) . (CEMMIZR ) ( ZEFE50E, FBEHARAW, 19484E4 H ) .
TR (RO, ERE) (KR, B, 19444 ) , ik 30 i
REIK LA R ZE W S 0% 18 1 (1959 4FFIR)

B s A B2 Wi EcoR, “My Luve Is Like a Red, Red Rose” fig A2 (#: “Luve”
ARPFEHE) . (BUHFREERE (A Red, Red Rose—Burns) ) ( ([EE) , 1914 4 1 3% 3 1,
FSChTEeA)) o ComaRiEEE (IHMARRE) ) ( GLEEAR) L 1921 458 102 11, 85ki%) |
(TRBZ MR — ST B ) ( () , 1926 4E9 HEE 57 1) . (4, aiEs) (A
EEREEE KAL) , HBEB)R 1928 4F) | (4. MEERAE) ( (WIHE) , 1928 4
1M, AR . (HREBEL) ( (CZAETR) , 19434364 W, M) %, iF
HL) “rose” W& A (“the Rose” — ) N\jf JeE SCALH 2006 4F J5 8 “ Jekg 4 bRk Wi H [ Icons
of England ] ) , XHEZWiH/EAR L RATFIERE, B EBASOAEEEA IRIBIR” |
REMR “SHEAN" (8ARF, 1937: 224-225) .

PP TIRIGURIEN , Wk F A £ - N\ 5 A\ 2 )i F A S22 b i 2]
B, A 2GRS IR E 25 N5 A% (Gillie, 1972/1977: 422) . flHREK S
SRR, BT SBSEhTS, AR T IR . e BTSN, iR F R R A
AVORHE , ZE b EHTSET , 23K T 0 O e S D0 Hh ik SOl A v ) - e A TR wwrw.
scotland.org/features/commemorations-of-robert-burns-around-the-world ) . 44X, fth#Y
FEK L AL A REIE S AR S ZAR R Z ARG

Fh LG, ERRA SR E KL R, AT CGEWEEE) (=586 1,
EHEROCZ R 1959, 1981 4ERR ) . (EWrRE) ( EAERE 37 B, ARSCELR
1959 4Ei . 1985 AFHEITHIM R 61 15 ) . (ERIFSCERREE ) (JLPOHIR, FAER REN 1115,
HNEECEEWCHNGE, 19804F ) | (& 241FE) ( EAEREE, HIR AR, 1986 4F) |
(BB NGB UHEcEER ) (ERIEE 01 i, ARSCARRGE, 2008 4F) %,
BOEFFG , Z AR R R, 534, 264 (HESCER ) (ERESCEAR
WIE) (RSFERBiE, 19834F) | () (iLiEhiel, 1998 4F) | (SEEZIEMIFE)
(20114 ) | (IEEICFARIKE) (2014 5F ) FRECE L Z A R RS .
ARA SR LA S T A R B i ek, e CGEWAE H /N 366 1) (2005 4 )

AifFmER, 21 L FREHNERAE, PFTie (AR, e BA%,
HEEE— RN

S B A: CEIRERORE (ST ) )

Wit 220 JEL S ZbR, ZFIEREER CENFRRE (D) ) BB
2 AR RS B kAL (1996 4F, K - SR AR T &0 /ESh (BMa%E - 217) |
s S 200 F4E ) .



108 HiFRF, HHICA A IEER B RS, dess e b A Bl T — AN R
LR REZIERBERIHICREE, SR (Padkik. 4 - WREHFHTRZAR)
(&L, 2001 4F) | (BEFESCHEHFE) (20094F) | (PEFHBAL) (20144F) . (&
BRI ) (B3, 20154F) | (WLHEHEFRESE) (A%, 20154) ,
AR (CBEARPFARENIOM A ) (20104F) | (ROGHESIRIRE) (2013 48)
& AR BYE (B SBAAEE) |, oIEZ eS8 2.

CEWREBORT I (JEDURTIR ) ) LIS SO , Hovh 28080 th 89 L4 “Chorus”
Tk, HERRBREHRIEH . FOCLIHE 2 S 0EREN, H8 - E8A S CER, M
Ji 5 R, AT BTN RS M 2 MR RIS . R 1A R T —
SEAT . IFECA ARG By, T R0 &AM DA S, 1. B

SCEERR SR SO BER HTE .  CEWTREIORE I ( SEBURHIR) ) B0 A 1A BT
PERIFE, BT B CRPEARERIE, 5529 1 “Comin Thro’ The Rye” —fii%h (iEit#H
K) , WAFESChH (CFFRER ) , FORRHE, R& L2 BTE A ERYE T 2E,
% 64 1 “The Gallant Weaver” ( ( BEZIT) ) MJFLilt “Where Cart rins rowin to
the sea / By monie a flower and spreading tree, / There lives a lad, the lad for me—" ., %
AL “Cart” i “H%" |, (HEPR LXCRFMI AT, (R (ER) )
WISV 7T AE:  “FRRMUKRRTR HE, / ARSI AR o 4R, BIidfa
A, B R R A iR (PREYE, 1998: 84-90) , XA At ATRA 1ML T EHIF
A —AN R

CEZWREHOREE (DO ) RFRELERT A SRR TS it b, HisaC
HIRFAE T2 G R, B DA B 7 A3 R A —REIOAR S . IR, B 5 2 i
flikA—i, A WA SR TR R T 2 TR, A Sz BINLE W)
ZHAERE . CEEIRPlOREIE (SEDUIRD) ) dUEFRATTRESS AN 53— IR ARSZ B F5H% 22 A R
JENGHES - A DML AR 2 PR SR, RAl B, FB0 BRI E A, R
PUARE, TSN XTI SN R . R ARG, Rk AT 8,
K232 3 24 A B B Y S TR A 22 B B A BB J ) , AR e R B AR AR S E T 78
MIX— i B, ZEIEAR BRI W b A R v SO A Tl 7 —PEiF R, Al e
WAF TG LR K2 (University of Stirling ) 2% (5268 2447,

EH—ES T 600 L EIRIK, BAFZMANAAENES, IR DHEEE 2008 1
K, B (B ) AL, &, 2 IEREE IR RS SRR,
R A CSZ TR IBORE L ( SEDURIR ) ) BB I8Ai ( 2K 5307 200 JEIAFHERR [20124E2 H 7 H |
Ml T AU RRLE 24 NI RBREE T “BIIRSHIRA" ) o BAVEEMAGE, EUiEbEE
PRI S EA ARG R LK

5 3Lk

Gillie, Christopher. (1972). Longman Companion to English Literature. London: Longman Group
Ltd.

Low, Donald A. (ed.). (1974). Robert Burns: The Critical Heritage. London/Boston: Routledge &
Kegan.
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AKF 1937 EEAXLF LR . ik BEHPBHE.
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LA . 2006. TG B B fol—F (AW LM TEE) IAMERMAMARKAE . K
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P, AU RS, oA B - Y . e SRR O,
WEARLEAL “—R Bl 7 WAREEIR “AiEtbARK” 7

TR | GER , 51 RAAEM ., IR ZIIk | RS, SRAREE RS

MLl - AR EM AR AT S, “PAR - e SOt R EiRaz
NEZRFARIEE . REABTMS A, EE ., gk, BRI, Hivh 234 4a
ST RES, FN bt R —BE 1 H 25 HESWr 2 s sh, (St s i vt 4
S 22 AR HESRIA HAR A% 2 T S H RS RE T, XIS S TE 19 2l
JER L B M A HCAda b 5 SR B T

2009 4F, TESAE 22 AL G AU A8 22 D0 S E s R NIkl , ERkEh “ifh
K FHHEEN

2016 4F, it 220 4, RANBMOXABLLIELE,

BUARF - 20 (1759.1.25-1796.7.21) , HAET I 22 P Rl SCURBR— MR S BE o

UL FRA S EMFRHE . SCRREIF, SUMEMifER A A2, Bisd#
UTHER R R B R L, SRR ANMBEEZT S FVANR, B At 2R BRA
WREC, PEHARCE, XA TR .

EHEREBHEE, §ECHBBME Y, BEEa, 5 “SRIENHER"
(heaven-taught ploughman ) ZFF &SRR . fEAKT, MREIFHEEDTE), #
BIAERER . iS5 B RAR L RN, IEGEHGR P IO R, N BRIt
ARG, AN TR B A RERR /AN, RZRH IHEERT, Sl S Ak IHK, Bk
R, M ES1RE 700 B, HoP BB TAE 22 RO 300 X, AR SO TR
JLHITTHR

il BARAETR AR . S5 sh Bl dr, (ER R AR Pia tu R R 2 SE i, AN 3REE, DUk
T, WERHR, —A/NVINREERIY BRSO T BB iz . 1786 4F 7 H 31 H, i
E(EEHFH L FEMRE) (Poems, Chiefly in Scottish Dialect) , BlIJ™ g NFniHE
IR A AR . (EBERHE 2T S ENRRE) B TRMASE T 178744 H17 H
295 - BURRRIENR . R NGRS IR, R IR 2 E 44, ATI5EAH
B, XUEZH 2o E, EWRFARI ARG S BRA T WS B O LR IF S 14505
i SR A My . MR LA, RIS ST RIE, ShIs L TR, W
#2226 “R%IFAN” (national bard ) WWGH 4%, SR,

b 2 TEARH A TG 22 AR fiokB T AR, AR, HAREE, BAR
ZRGE L. MWATRERZ S 22 NRIVENE . %2 AR B IR R . X358 22 11K
P, S 2 i S AE R B AR AR 22 1 B AR KON, B ZE R Atk B ARG RGE:, t
HETRAEIX R A AR I N o A 220 LI WTAK TG — A2t R &, To— ikt oR, Ak
ZHMH, M TREEEE RE A SRR A F IR, ERBIE R ERENEGS5A




(BANHE) FHIFHW

o 72 (REOERIR) SFE, SRR T 76 22 00 - HUA TS 22 A R JEHE,
PO (AP =

SRR, ORISR, ORISR A, RERGERR S .

MEZAE R, REMIIARAGIE, AETEAEFNE, WAZZIRNE, AxHb
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Introduction

Robert Burns is arguably the world’s best-loved poet and songwriter. With statues
of the poet in cities and towns throughout Britain, in the USA, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and an annual international celebration of Burns’ Night on his birthday, 25
January, his influence reaches far beyond his native Scotland. While it reached its zenith
in the nineteenth century, as Burns’ Clubs and other societies for Scottish expatriates
spread, via emigration and settlement, throughout the British colonies and beyond, it
still survives today. Most English-speakers may only know a verse or two of “Auld Lang
Syne”, traditionally sung at midnight on New Year’s Eve, and perhaps some of his second
most famous song, “A Red, Red Rose”, but they still know Robert Burns’ name and
reputation. In Scotland itself, Burns is a vital part of the representation of Scottishness to
the rest of the world. His birthplace and several other locations associated with his life
and works are preserved as visitor centres and museums. His image adorns mugs, T-shirts,
shortbread tins, and all the paraphernalia associated with “tartanry”, or a clichéd version
of Scottishness. Yet his work also continues to be read, to be taught to schoolchildren and
students, to attract academic study, and to influence contemporary poets, novelists, singers
and songwriters. Indeed, in the twenty-first century, and in particular in relation to recent
debates about Scottish independence and the September 2014 independence referendum,
Robert Burns’ place in Scotland and the wider world is very much a live and sometimes
controversial issue.

Burns was born in 1759 in Alloway in Ayrshire, a coastal region in south-west
Scotland, the eldest child of William Burns, gardener and tenant farmer, and his wife
Agnes Broun; he died 37 years later in Dumfries, in the neighbouring region of Dumfries
and Galloway. Other than short periods of travelling and visiting the city, his life was
spent in what by our standards is a small geographical area, and he never left the borders



