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Of Death

Francis Bacon
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Men fear death, as children fear to go in the dark; and as
that natural fear in children is increased with tales, so is the
other. Certainly, the contemplation of death, as the wages of
sin, and passage to another world, is holy and religious; but
the fear of it, as a tribute due unto nature, is weak. Yet in
religious meditations, there is sometimes mixture of vanity,
and of superstition. You shall read, in some of the friars’ books
of mortifications, that a man should think with himself, what

the pain is, if he have but his finger’s end pressed, or tortured,



and thereby imagine, what the pains of death are, when the
whole body is corrupted, and dissolved; when many times
death passeth, with less pain than the torture of a limb; for the
most vital parts are not the quickest of sense. And by him that
spoke only as a philosopher, and natural man, it was well said,
Pompa mortis magis terret, quam mors ipsa.® Groans, and
convulsions, and a discolored face, and friends weeping, and
blacks, and obsequies, and the like, show death terrible. It is
worthy the observing, that there is no passion in the mind of
man so weak, but it mates, and masters, the fear of death; and
therefore, death is no such terrible enemy, when a man hath
so many attendants about him that can win the combat of him.
Revenge triumphs over death; love slights it; honor aspireth to
it; grief flieth to it; fear pre()c'c'u/:)iel/l it.

Certainly, the Stoics® bestowed too much cost upon death,
and by their great preparations, made it appear more fearful.
Better saith he, qui finem vitae extremum inter munera ponat
naturae.® 1t is as natural to die, as to be born; and to a little
infant, perhaps, the one is as painful as the other. He that dies
in an earnest pursuit, is like one that is wounded in hot blood,;

who, for the time, scarce feels the hurt; and therefore, a mind

@ $T 3, FLE M Itis the trappings of death that terrify, rather than death
itself.

@ WZEFIR: ATUHT 300 SFZAE AT Z W (Zeno ) TERESEISL AR, W
T e MLHE 25 35 010 R SR AR 2 T A 44

@ $I T X, ¥EXE M [A mind] that reckons the close of life one of Nature’s
boons.
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fixed, and bent upon somewhat that is good, doth avert the
dolors of death. But, above all, believe it, the sweetest canticle
i, nunc dimittis;(D when a man hath obtained worthy ends, and
expectations. Death hath this also; that it openeth the gate to
good fame, and extinguisheth envy. —Extinctus amabitur idem.®
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@ HLT 3¢, N Now lettest thou [thy servant depart in peace] (Luke ii: 29).

@ $IT 3, PN The same man [an object of ill will while alive] shall
be loved when his light is out.
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obsequies n. 3EfL

Stoics n. HREZESIR; B ENE
dolor n. GER; Rt

Death is no such terrible enemy, when a man hath so many
attendants about him that can win the combat of him. Revenge

triumphs over death; love slights it; honor aspireth to it; grief

flieth to it; fear preoccupieth it. BEEARZ 23 TRB R
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zeaitqre, aBRzZof2ARRT.



Death

Jeremy Taylor
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It is a mighty change that is made by the death of every
person, and it is visible to us who are alive. Reckon but from
the sprightfulness of youth, and the fair cheeks and the full eyes
of childhood, from the vigorousness and strong flexure of the
joints of five-and-twenty, to the hollowness and dead paleness,
to the loathsomeness and horror of a three days' burial, and we
shall perceive the distance to be very great and very strange.
But so have I seen a rose newly springing from the clefts of its
hood, and at first it was fair as the morning, and full with the

dew of heaven as a lamb’s fleece; but when a ruder breath had
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