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Who Are the British AR5 & A B3 H *

Although the United Kingdom covers only a small area of the earth’s surface, it
represents people of many different origins and cultures. Yet all of them are British.
Indeed, it would be difficult to find anyone in modern Britain who could say with cer-
tainty that his ancestors had not come to the British Isles from somewhere else. Who,
then, are today’s Britons and what kind of people are they? The history of human
habitation and settlement in Britain goes back to the Stone Age hunters and gatherers
who arrived from the European continent about 10 000 years ago. The Neolithic peo-
ples who followed them were settled agriculturatlists who kept domestic animals and
knew how to make simple pottery. Around 2000 BC these Stone Age people started to
erect huge monuments, or henges, of giant rock slabs, possibly for religious purpo-
ses. Work on the henges continued intermittently into the Bronze Age, until about
1500 BC. The most imposing and mysterious of these ancient monuments is Stone-
henge, on windswept Salisbury plain in southwest England.
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Easy communication between the islands and the continental mainland must have
existed and, from earliest times, this encouraged migration. By the end of the Bronze
Age, around 700 BC, Celtic peoples had arrived from north-western Europe bringing
with them a revolutionary new skill; iron-working. Celtic continued to come and set-
tle in Britain for about 500 years, by the time the Romans first landed in 55 BC, the
Celtic culture was well established. The earliest written records of Britain’s inhabit-
ants come from the Romans who eventually conquered the various Celtic kingdoms
then flourishing in England, Wales and the Scottish Lowlands.

Byl ARG Z [BMERE R 323 7 R R 8, THAERSXERHET
BER., 7EFHAMUER, KAAITH 700 4, PURRERKEMNERIMTEILTREE
I, AR T —FEM R EAR—REAR, SURR AR BRI E &
FARGVEE— B TR 500 48, 4B D NEATURT 55 5B —RBRA S
W&, JURFF 2B ER. BRENAXTAIIGERNICERAS
5, FOABRAE ST TIREEGENER, ZEEERZ, BURTRTHRZAR
T HB PR B SR R AR OK

The Scots Fxi& 2= A

The Scots, particularly the Highlanders form the mountainous north, try to main-

tain their separate identity. Like the Welsh, they object to being called ‘ English’ .
Their earliest known ancestors were the Picts and the Celts and the Gaelic language,
still spoken in remote parts, comes from the ancient language of the Celtic tribes. The
Scottish Highlanders consider himself the ‘true’ Scot and they wears their national
dress, the kilt, with pride. Kilts, pleated skirts made of material with a squared,
coloured design called a tartan, probably derive from the costume of the Roman con-
querors. Each Scottish clan (a Gaelic word for ‘tribe’ or ° familyv’ ) has its own
tartan with specific colours and design and only members of that clan are entitled to
wear it. There are tartans for all the famous Scottish names like Campbell, Macleod,
Fraser, Gordon, Stuart and Macdonald ( ‘Mac’ or ‘Mc’, found in many Scottish

names, means son of ).

2



<< HF—% HEHTIiL

AN, FERIEK B WKL m R A, IR AT MR . &
BUREA, MRS “TAR 2 N7, MiIC MR eH R A
FPREEAN . JRIE, WETHURKFRRER S 2185, RIBLERIT Y X B 8
B, FBEEMABNRE “RIE” BHK2A, T80 FELRKR
ARG, B, BERE, TERXETPOERENSIHE, 2—FMHAb
BHETHABRNBEHR B TEENTRG RO ARE. B 1DFH 20K
(J/AREHER “WE” XE “FK”) HEHCHOOTERER, RE
R A A B R FE XM, BT &2 N8 2K REA 8 C MR
£, BIKIUR, ERHE, WER. ¥, WEEFENETEN.

The Highlanders are a proud, independent and hardy people who mainly live by
farming sheep in the mountain areas; others, on the coasts and islands, are fisher-
men. But most Scots are Lowlanders, concentrated in the densely-populated towns
and cities of southern Scotland. These urban areas are heavily industualized, with
coal-mining, iron, steel, ship-building and textiles. Since the mid-1800s, there has
been a constant flow of young men from the Highlands and country districts to Low-
land indusruial centres where work opportunities are greater. In the last few years,
however, the reverse has taken place: there has been a migration of labour back to
the north-eastern coastal areas to well-paid jobs in the North Sea oil industry. The
Scots have a reputation for being inventive, hardworking, serious-minded and cau-
tious with money. In the past, they were pioneer settlers and empire builders in
places like America, Canada, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand. They have
also provided the British Army with some of its most famous regiments. Over the cen-
turies, enemy troops have often been terrified at the sight and sound of Highlanders
in kilts marching into battle accompanied by the blood-curdling music of the bag-

pipes. Some even nicknamed the Scottish soldiers ‘ devils in skirts’ and ‘ladies from

hell’
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Since the 1960s there has been considerable Scoitish nationalist agitation for a
separate parliament or assembly which would give the Scots a greater say in the plan-
ning and running of their own affairs. In response, the British government held a ref-
erendum in Scotland at the beginning of 1979 to find out if the people really wanted
their own assembly. The government promised that if 40 per cent of Scots eligible to
vote did so, and if 60 per cent or more of that vote was in faour of a separate Scottish
assembly , then such an assembly would be set up. But result showed less than 40 per
cent in favour so no further action was taken.

B 20 42 60 4E40AE, IR E IR 2 BUAM I B ST 4 U 52 B9
EAMNATAHS, M AL 8 E Sl ol o R = ATEARIFE 2
HOWES EFERMIER 1ENEIRN, AFUIBBET 1979 DA 2
BT RARE, FREAMBETENAFER LM B CHNs. BUFFE, W
R 40% WM 2 ANE REFRIFRE, mHINRH A H 60% HEFLZHHR
SRFEAL ML AR LS, AXHE MUK ES, BESRELST
40% PR B R, BT A RREA Edt— 50

Apart from their very distinctive national dress the Scots can be recognized by
their particular style of speech and accent. Also, their vocabulary contains many
words and expressions, often of ancient origin, which are unique to Scotland. Re-
member that they like to be called ‘Scots’ or ‘ Scottish’ and not *Scotch’ . Scotch
refers to the most famous of Scottish exports, whisky: the word ¢ whisky’ is derived
from the Gaelic and means ‘water of life’ . The history and atmosphere of Scotland
as well as the character of its people have been expertly portrayed by such famous
Scottish writers as Robert Burns (1759—1796), Sir Walter Scott (1771—1832)
and Robert Louis Stevenson (1850—1894).

B T A T LA A RO REREAR AL, 0 22 AR T TR 3 ) T R
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The Welsh Bi/R+t A

The Welsh have been united with England since the 1535 Act of Union, but
they are still very conscious of their separate Celtic heritage. Although the number of
people who actually speak the Welsh language is declining (only 20 per cent in
1980) , cultural pride in Wales is very siong. The Welsh are famous for their love of
music and poetry and they have developed choral singing to a national art. They also
have a great feeling for the music of words; examples of their outstanding skill with
language are found in the poetry of Dylan Thomas (1914—1953) and in the politi-
cal speeches of David Lloyd George (1863—1945). Officially Welsh (an ancient
Celtic language, but different to Gaelic) has equal status with English in Wales, but
in practice it is minority language. The Welsh National Party, which has members in
the Westminster parliament, together with various pressure groups want more Welsh
language and culture in schools, the media and in public life generally. But in spite
of such nationalist tendencies, when the people of Wales voted in 1979 on the ques-
tion of a separate Welsh assembly, very few were in favour. So, as in Scotland, the
matter was dropped.

H 1535 FEREER, BURL5RBZKE 1K, EEU/REATIHR ]
W PURFHERRARB R RN, REEEEHBUR LIE M AECEER
(1980 XA 20% ) , (B30I AZRTERUR LAHEH I EL, BUR+ AU E
TARMVHATSCH, IHESEERER N —FMRIEZAR . hiTEA REN K
AR FITEK 2= - FEBHT (1914—1953) WRFERAIST & - FFI6 (1863—
1945) MBOAREEH AT LR BBUR L ASBHIEFTEN . BUREIE (—fd
EHPURFRE, AR TERRE) ERRTAEMEERSFOMAE, HEREE
ROVBREES ., BATERISEEEFERNSRG . BURTER
WRERIRZE N ERFHBEER . RN RETE DA ELABURLIERSC
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The Welsh, like the Scots, fall into two groups: those—mostly sheep famers—
from the mountainous regions of the centre and north; and those (two-thirds of the
population) who live and work in the highly industrialized south where coal mining
and steel manufacture are the main economic activities. At the beginning of this cen-
tury, the South Wales coal fields were notorious for their low wages and appalling
working and living conditions. But in 1946, the coal industry was nationalized; the
mines were then modernized and conditions were improved. Today, the miners of
South Wales are among the highest-paid workers in Britain. From the hard-working
lives of these people, two very different passions have emerged: rugby football and
choral singing. The occasion when the two come together most effectively is any inter-
national rugby match involving Wales. Before the match starts, it is traditional for the
crowd of Welsh supporters to sing—always in perfect harmony— ‘ Land of My Fa-
ther’ , an old song that has almost become a national anthem for Wales.

BIREN, BAFREEAN—FE, SRPAEHE: SRR A iy X AL A
X B RKEHRBEAN; M= _WADERE TIAKEREEMNT
YE, EMEET IFRAMRWE TR FENETF L. EAMER (FEE:
20 40 4)) , FEBUUR BB P DURIRBR A9 T AR 45 B TAE AN AE 1% 2R A T
REMZE, B 1946 &, ErRTWVHBRLH; FRLEZHRAL, HESH
ik, 4K, ME/RLHRT LEERANIIENES TEARN. ERFETE
AETHBREA, MR ARAEY>E TRANAREZZE. BHRAE
"B, M —SABURESMYERER LT EXRERARE S EHLE
FEEET, BURTMXHFEBRMEREBE O L” BESEHHE, X
HEHILFBHA TRUR L REER,

Every year there are many festivals of music and verse in Wales. The most fa-
mous is the National Eisteddfod (the Welsh word for ‘sitting’ ) which takes place
each August and lasts for about a week. The highlight of the Eisteddfod is a competi-
tion for the best epic poem about Wales written and read in Welsh; the winner is
crowned Bard, considered the supreme honor in Wales.

EBR+RBERFRESFMBFON A, BELAWRRR LI REE
HASRAKRS, REEBEMN B AT, HEA—AZA, IFfFEEAS
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A Welshman can often be recognized by his name: it might be Jones, Williams,
Thomas, Evans, Lloyd, Llewellyn, or begin with ‘P’ like Pritchard, Probert or Pry-
se The Welsh are also easily indentified by the soft lilting, almost singing, way in
which they speak English. Welsh life, attitude and character have been vividly illus-
trated in the works of such writers as Dylan Thomas, Gwyn Thomas ( born 1913)
and Richard Llewellyn (born 1970).

BUR AT LGES 102 F 3 ok . R3ak . BUREBHT. F£O47. &
S, R, FIHMEEL P FAMBEREEE. TP NS,
R A IR BN Al AT 142 ek bR an [ A — AR 2 SO0 77 ST &7 T BiA ik B
IREANRAETE, HEMFRSEICRT -EXNERD, K2 -5
B, &R - FEOH (T 1913) FOEEME - S0 (£ TF1970),

The Great Charter { X% )

Great Charter was signed by King John in 1215 under the press of the barons. It
consists of sixty-three clauses. Its important provisions are as follows: no tax should
be made without the approval of the Grand Council; no freemen should be arrested,
imprisoned or deprived of their property; the Church should possess all its rights, to-
gether with freedom of elections; London and other towns should retain their tradition-
al rights and privileges, and there should be the same weights and measures through-
out the country. Although the Great Charter has long been popularly regarded as the
foundation of English liberties, it was a statement of the feudal and legal relationships
between the Crown and the barons, a guarantee of the freedom of the Church and a
limitation of the powers of the king. The spirit of the Great Charter was the limitation
of the powers of the king, keeping them within the bounds of the feudal law of the
land.

(KREE) RABETE RIS EEHEREBENTEEN. (KEHE) 24t
63 %, HEEENNER: RERXNUEEE, AHLES:; RARBERAEX
R B B AU RRB NI ™ e =2 H A SR BA ik
#EM; RBAEAMEN R E LS NI, 2REEHSE -WER
MKEERE, IEAMTERIAD (REE) HEENAHEE T EM, H
ZEEARMEEEMRHRZ B S ERAMBFEXRNIF, RETHESHA
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The Hundred Years’ War & £ 8%

The Hundred Years” War refers to the war between England and France that las-
ted intermittently from 1337 to 1453. The causes of the war were partly territorial and
partly economic. The territorial causes were related with the possession by the Eng--
lish kings of the large duchy in France, while the French kings coveted this large
slice. The economic causes were connected with cloth manufacturing towns in Flan-
ders, which were the importer of English wool, but they were loyal to the French king
politically. Besides, England’s desire to stop France from giving aid to Scots and a
growing sense of nationalism were the other causes. The English’s being driven out of
France is regarded as a blessing for both countries. If the English had remained in
France, the superior size and wealth of France would have hindered the development
of a separate English national identity, while France was hindered so long as a foreign
power occupied so much French territory.

WEHFR IR 1337 F3] 1453 FREZ [H— GRS aRS, RPN
EFRASALEEXALFRER, drEFSEEREEWAEEMAEER R
ABOHMAFYRER, MEXEEESHHEHE, MATBELIX A EMIIS L
MBI, ST REN S0 2R, H 22 0 XA P A R R R
FEWERHOMN, EXEREAEBE EAZCEEREE, HREEAREE
REMIEEEFBTE A, UERAMEBRHRKEER, SFHREREIEER
ANEEHER, SR ERBEER. FEEARSEEEERE, BarEEALE
LA E B SRR SR B AR ERER AR, TEERESS
EHEHHTA TR L, KREEKYIZM,

The Norman Conquest (1066) H/REANE

The Norman Conquest of 1066 is perhaps the best-known event in English histo-
ry. William the Conqueror confiscated almost all the land and gave it to his Norman
followers. He replaced the weak Saxon rule with a strong Norman government. So the
feudal system was completely established in England. Relations with the Continent
were opened, and the civilization and commerce were extended. Norman-French cul-
ture, language, manners and architecture were introduced. The Church was brought

into closer connection with Rome, and the church courts were separated from the civil
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courts. Under William, the feudal system in England was completely established.
According to this system, the King owned all the land personally. William gave his
barons large estates in England in return for a promise of military service and a pro-
portion of the land s produce. These estates were scattered far aﬂé wide over the
country, so that those who held them could not easily combine to rebel the king. The
barons, who had become William’s tenants-in-chief, parceled out land to the lesser
nobles, knights and freemen, also in return for goods and services. At the bottom of
the feudal scale were the villains or serfs. One peculiar feature of the feudal system of
England was that all landowners must take the oath of allegiance, not only to their
immediate lord, but also to the king.

1066 FEHSMEMRBIFREEN L LHEELNEMS. ERHEBURILTEE
BT RRAR i, MHRGEMIESERE, WHEAIRIRSBUFE T
SN RRBN., TR, HRAEARERSEN. JFRT 5K KR #E
F, XHIAELERIARE, 5 TIHEE—HEEL. i85 FEAER. #
S5 ONRAFEANTY, BLEESHAREESE, ARREIRT, KEH
HEWERITLWY . RIBKHE, BEERELENRA L, BEREXEN
KA L8R RIE, KRB TR, X 8T &4k, X
THHEERAGEGERRREE, CHRFEE T hAH AR KRIE L
SEE/NEE . WEMEHR, RFERBEYARK, EHEFRREHER
W, REHEHMENFARE, TREEHARBAKRRE Mr, BLNESR
ERETHESE, MAERELTEE,

Two Thirds of the English do not know the Date of National Day
EAZTHERBEATRTHAEXBERBX

England is the least patriotic country in Europe, with just one in three British
people aware of the date of St George’s Daya survey has shown. Only a third of people
were aware that the celebration of St George was this Friday, while forty percent did
not know why he is the patron saint, a study revealed on Monday. Political correct-
ness and a fear of appearing racist were said to be the main factors in the apparent

lack of patriotism in England, along with the increasing influence of the European U-

* www. chinadaily. com. cn/language_ tips/news/2010 - 04/21/content_ 9756236. htm



EELMFE >>>

nion. Six percent of English men and women are “scared” to fly the St George’s
Cross, while one in six fear they would be told to take it down according to the re-
port, commissioned by This England magazine. Twenty percent blamed a broken so-
ciety for their lack of patriotism, while half said they had been patriotic in the past.
The survey, which questioned 5820 adults in nine European countries including Scot-
land, Wales and The Republic of Ireland, found that The Netherlands was the most
patriotic European country. Respondents were questioned on several aspects of na-
tional pride, with English people judging their overall level of patriotism to be 5. 8 out
of ten on average-the lowest of the nine nations. One in four English adults said ‘ po-
litical correctness’ had left them feeling ashamed to be English, while forty percent
said they felt England had completely lost its national identity. Just ten percent said
they would happily fly the national flag on their house or in their garden, compared to
more than a third of Dutch people, with more than a quarter saying they feared being
called racist if they did so. However, forty percent of English people said they were
happy to express their national pride in private, with a similar number saying they felt
patriotic during big sporting events such as the world cup and the Olympics. Three out
of ten said they felt waves of patriotism in the wake ofterrorist attacks on British soil.

Stephen Garnett, editor of This England magazine, said: “We're incredibly dis-
appointed that English people are afraid of displaying the St George’s Cross on our pa-
tron saint’s day. It was quite shocking to see some of the results, particularly the a-
mount of people that don’t {ly the flag because of fear of being judged. It just shows
what political correctness has done to the English people over the years. ”

The study, which was carried out between the 7th and 14th April, was pub-
lished to celebrate St. George’s Day this Friday. Scottish people ranked their patriot-
ism at 7. 1 out of ten, the Welsh at 7. 06 and the Irish at 6. 72, while the Dutch were
the most patriotic on 7. 18.

—EEER, KERRMBRAZENER, RAE=0Z 3K 2ZAH
EAEMERKHEFETERR, XMTFEA-LAHMEERR, =42 —
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St George’s Day: XFrIGHEI4 A 23 H, 2 - M HABRIIEHAEHLE &
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H, BE&EL. RMANE., #EFLUERmEY R, £RE, ZEHRRE
RERZHXMEKRH . AJ0303 FHX—K, ZFERIKEHE LS 584 Xt
B ERE F A

Most of Britons Say ‘cheers’, ‘ta’ or just Smile to Show Appreciation
FiEPEEEFRITH Cheers ™

If you do someone a good turn today, don’t expect a thank you. ‘Cheers’, ‘ta’

or even ‘wicked’ is the more likely response, if a survey is to be believed. Research

* http: //dict. en/kuaile/85/n —6185. html
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