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1%&3Z / Selection

The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling
Book III

Containing the most memorable Transactions which passed in the
Family of Mr. Allworthy, from the Time when Tommy Jones arrived at the
Age of Fourteen, till he attained the Age of Nineteen. In this Book the

Reader may pick up some Hints concerning the Education of Children.

Chapter i.
Containing little or nothing.

The Reader will be pleased to remember, that, at the Beginning of the
Second Book of this History, we gave him a Hint of our Intention to pass
over several large Periods of Time, in which nothing happened worthy of
being recorded in a Chronicle of this Kind.

In so doing, we do not only consult our own Dignity and Ease, but
the Good and Advantage of the Reader: For besides, that, by these Means,
we prevent him from throwing away his Time, in reading either without
Pleasure or Emolument, we give him, at all such Seasons, an Opportunity
of employing that wonderful Sagacity, of which he is Master, by filling up
these vacant Spaces of Time with his own Conjectures; for which Purpose
we have taken Care to qualify him in the preceding Pages.

For Instance, what Reader but knows that Mr. Allworthy felt, at
first, for the Loss of his Friend, those Emotions of Grief, which, on such
Occasions, enter into all Men whose Hearts are not composed of Flint, or
their Heads of as solid Materials? Again, what Reader doth not know that
Philosophy and Religion, in Time moderated, and at last extinguished
this Grief? The former of these, teaching the Folly and Vanity of it, and
the latter, correcting it as unlawful; and at the same Time assuaging

it, by raising future Hopes and Assurances, which enable a strong and
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religious Mind to take Leave of a Friend, on his Death-bed, with little less
Indifference than if he was preparing for a long Journey; and, indeed, with
little less Hope of seeing him again.

Nor can the judicious Reader be at a greater Loss on account of Mrs.
Bridget Blifil, who, he may be assured, conducted herself through the
whole Season in which Grief is to make its Appearance on the Outside of
the Body, with the strictest Regard to all the Rules of Custom and Decency;,
suiting the Alterations of her Countenance to the several Alterations of her
Habit: For as this changed from Weeds to Black, from Black to Grey, from
Grey to White, so did her Countenance change from Dismal to Sorrowful,
from Sorrowful to Sad, and from Sad to Serious, till the Day came in which
she was allowed to return to her former Serenity.

We have mentioned these two, as Examples only of the Task which
may be imposed on Readers of the lowest Class. Much higher and harder
Exercises of Judgment and Penetration may reasonably be expected
from the upper Graduates in Criticism.' Many notable Discoveries will,
doubt not, be made by such, of the Transactions which happened in the
Family of our worthy Man®, during all the Years which we have thought
proper to pass over: For tho’ nothing worthy of a Place in this History
occurred within that Period, yet did several Incidents happen, of equal
Importance with those reported by the daily and weekly Historians of the
Age, in reading which, great Numbers of Persons consume a considerable
Part of their Time, very little, I am afraid, to their Emolument. Now, in
the Conjectures here proposed, some of the most excellent Faculties of
the Mind may be employed to much Advantage, since it is a more useful
Capacity to be able to foretell the Actions of Men, in any Circumstance,
from their Characters, than to judge of their Characters from their
Actions. The former, I own, requires the greater Penetration; but may be
accomplished by true Sagacity, with no less certainty than the latter.

As we are sensible that much the greatest Part of our Readers are very

eminently possessed of this Quality, we have left them a Space of twelve
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Years to exert it in; and shall now bring forth our Heroe, at about fourteen
Years of Age, not questioning that many have been long impatient to be

introduced to his Acquaintance.

Chapter ii.

The Heroe of this great History appears with very bad Omens. A little
Tale, of so LOW a Kind, that some may think it not worth their Notice. A
Word or two concerning a Squire, and more relating to a Game-keeper,
and a School-master.

As we determined when we first sat down to write this History, to
flatter no Man, but to guide our Pen throughout by the Directions of
Truth, we are obliged to bring our Heroe on the Stage in a much more
disadvantageous Manner than we could wish; and to declare honestly,
even at his first Appearance, that it was the universal Opinion of all Mr.
Allworthy’s Family, that he was certainly born to be hanged.

Indeed, I am sorry to say, there was too much Reason for this
Conjecture. The Lad having, from his earliest Years, discovered a
Propensity to many Vices, and especially to one, which hath as direct a
Tendency as any other to that Fate, which we have just now observed to
have been prophetically denounced against him. He had been already
convicted of three Robberies, viz. of robbing an Orchard, of stealing a
Duck out of a Farmer’s Yard, and of picking Master Blifil's Pocket of a Ball.

The Vices of this young Man were, moreover, heightened, by the
disadvantageous Light in which they appeared, when opposed to the
Virtues of Master Blifil, his Companion; A Youth of so different a Cast
from little Jones, that not only the Family, but all the Neighbourhood,
resounded his Praises. He was, indeed, a Lad of a remarkable Disposition;
sober, discreet, and pious, beyond his Age; Qualities which gained him
the Love of every one who knew him, while Tom Jones was universally
disliked; and many expressed their Wonder, that Mr. Allworthy would
suffer such a Lad to be educated with his Nephew, lest the Morals of the



latter should be corrupted by his Example.

An Incident which happened about this Time, will set the Characters
of these two Lads more fairly before the discerning Reader, than is in the
Power of the longest Dissertation.

Tom Jones, who, bad as he is, must serve for the Heroe of this History,
had only one Friend among all the Servants of the Family; for, as to Mrs.
Wilkins®, she had long since given him up, and was perfectly reconciled to
her Mistress. This Friend was the Game-keeper, a Fellow of a loose kind of
Disposition, and who was thought not to entertain much stricter Notions
concerning the-Difference of meum and tuum®, than the young Gentleman
himself. And hence, this Friendship gave Occasion to many sarcastical
Remarks among the Domestics, most of which were either Proverbs before,
or, at least, are become so now; and, indeed, the Wit of them all may be
comprised in that short Latin proverb, “Noscitur a socio”; which, I think, is
thus expressed in English, “You may know him by the company he keeps.”

To say the Truth, some of that atrocious Wickedness in Jones, of
which we have just mentioned three Examples, might, perhaps, be derived
from the Encouragement he had received from this Fellow, who, in two
or three Instances, had been what the Law calls an Accessory after the
Fact’. For the whole Duck, and great Part of the Apples, were converted
to the Use of the Game-keeper and his Family. Tho, as Jones alone was
discovered, the poor Lad bore not only the whole Smart, but the whole
Blame; both which fell again to his Lot, on the following Occasion.

Contiguous to Mr. Allworthy’s Estate, was the Manor of one of those
Gentlemen, who are called Preservers of the Game. This Species of Men,
from the great Severity with which they revenge the Death of a Hare, or
a Partridge, might be thought to cultivate the same Superstition with the
Bannians in India‘; many of whom, we are told, dedicate their whole Lives
to the Preservation and Protection of certain Animals, was it not that our
English Bannians, while they preserve them from other Enemies, will most

unmercifully slaughter whole Horse-loads themselves, so that they stand
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clearly acquitted of any such heathenish Superstition.

I have, indeed, a much better Opinion of this Kind of Men than is
entertained by some, as I take them to answer the Order of Nature, and the
good Purposes for which they were ordained, in a more ample Manner than
many others. Now, as Horace tells us, that there are a Set of human Beings,

Fruges consumere nati.
“Born to consume the Fruits of the Earth” So, I make no manner of Doubt
but that there are others,

Feras consumere nati.
“Born to consume the Beasts of the Field,” or, as it is commonly called, the
Game; and none, I believe, will deny, but that those Squires fulfil this End
of their Creation.

Little Jones went one Day a shooting’ with the Game-keeper; when,
happening to spring a Covey of Partridges, near the Border of that Manor
over which Fortune, to fulfil the wise Purposes of Nature, had planted one
of the Game-Consumers, the Birds flew into it, and were marked (as it is
called) by the two Sportsmen, in some Furze Bushes, about two or three
hundred Paces beyond Mr. Allworthy’s Dominions.

Mr. Allworthy had given the Fellow strict Orders, on Pain of forfeiting
his Place’, never to trespass on any of his Neighbours; no more on those
who were less rigid in this Matter, than on the Lord of this Manor.
With regard to others, indeed, these Orders had not been always very
scrupulously kept; but as the Disposition of the Gentleman with whom the
Partridges had taken Sanctuary, was well known, the Game-keeper had
never yet attempted to invade his Territories. Nor had he done it now, had
not the younger Sportsman, who was excessively eager to pursue the flying
Game, over-persuaded him; but Jones being very importunate, the other,
who was himself keen enough after the Sport, yielded to his Persuasions,
entered the Manor, and shot one of the Partridges.

The Gentleman himself was at that Time on Horseback, at a little

Distance from them; and hearing the Gun go off, he immediately made
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towards the Place, and discovered poor Tom: For the Game-keeper had
leapt into the thickest Part of the Furze-Brake, where he had happily
concealed himself.

The Gentleman having searched the Lad, and found the Partridge
upon him, denounced great Vengeance, swearing he would acquaint Mr.
Allworthy. He was as good as his Word; for he rode immediately to his
House, and complained of the Trespass on his Manor, in as high Terms,
and as bitter Language, as if his House had been broken open, and the
most valuable Furniture stolen out of it. He added, that some other Person
was in his Company, tho he could not discover him: For that two Guns
had been discharged almost in the same Instant. And, says he, “we have
found only this Partridge, but the Lord knows what Mischief they have
done”

At his Return home Tom was presently convened before Mr.
Allworthy. He owned the Fact, and alleged no other Excuse but what was
really true, viz. that the Covey was originally sprung in Mr. Allworthy’s
own Manor.

Tom was then interrogated who was with him, which Mr. Allworthy
declared he was resolved to know, acquainting the Culprit with the
Circumstance of the two Guns, which had been deposed by the Squire
and both his Servants; but Tom stoutly persisted in asserting that he was
alone; yet, to say the Truth, he hesitated a little at first, which would have
confirmed Mr. Allworthy’s Belief, had what the Squire and his Servants
said, wanted any further Confirmation.

The Game-keeper being a suspected Person, was now sent for, and the
Question put to him; but he, relying on the Promise which Tom had made
him, to take all upon himself, very resolutely denied being in Company
with the young Gentleman, or indeed having seen him the whole
Afternoon.

Mr. Allworthy then turned towards Tom, with more than usual

Anger in his Countenance, and advised him to confess who was with him;



