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Unit One
The Idea of a University

After learning this unit, you should be able to:

e Understand Newman's idea of a university.

e Know about and analyze the problems in American university education.
Distinguish between academic freedom and ideological conformity.

Realize the importance of modern technology application in university education.
Analyze the advantages of cyber-university.

Develop interest in utilizing more cyber-university resources.
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Directions: The following are taken from the text. Please write down as many relevant words,

phrases or ideas as possible .

1. University
. Scholarship

2
3. Academic freedom
4. Cyber-university

Directions . There are 3 questions in this part. Before reading the following text , please tell the class
what you know about them .
1. What do you think a university should be?
2. What problems have you found in your college education?
3. How has Internet technology been applied to college education? What are the advantages and
disadvantages?

Introduction to the anthor

Roger Scruton (1944— ) is a prominent English conservative philosopher who specializes in
aesthetics. He was a lecturer and professor of aesthetics at Birkbeck College, London from 1971 to
1992. Since 1992, he has held part-time positions at Boston University and University of St. .
Andrews.

The beatification of Newman by Pope Benedict XVI in September 2010 was the occasion for
some reflections on university education. Writing in The American Spectator, Scruton praises The
Idea of a University (John Henry Newman, 1858) as “surely the most serene and beautiful vindication
that we have of the old ideal of the scholarly life.” For Newman, the university “was not simply a
repository of knowledge. It was a place where work and leisure occurred side by side, shaping each
other, and each playing its part in producing the well-formed and graceful personality” (Scruton).
Scruton sees a solution in the move towards online teaching, and looks for the modern expression of
Newman’s ideal in university.



Unit One

The ldea of a University

The Idea of a University
By Roger Scruton

1. The Pope is about to visit England, and is expected during the visit to announce the
beatification of Cardinal John Henry Newman. the scholar. priest, and poet. who left the Anglican
for the Roman Catholic Church in 1845, and who was to become the most important Catholic
intellectual of his time. From 1854, for a period of five years, Newman was rector of the newly
founded Catholic University of Ireland (now University College Dublin), and during that time he
delivered lectures that were later published as The Idea of a University—surely the most serene and
beautiful vindication that we have of the old ideal of the scholarly life.

2. For Newman a university does not exist simply to convey information or expertise. The
university is a society in which the student absorbs the graces and accomplishments of a higher form
of life. In the university. according to Newman, the pursuit of truth and the active discussion of its
meaning are integrated into a wider culture, in which the ideal of the gentleman is acknowledged as
the standard. The gentleman does not merely know things; he is receptive to the tone, the meaning,
the lived reality of what he knows. Thus, for Newman, “the general principles of any study you may
learn by books at home; but the detail, the colour, the tone. the air, the life which makes it live in
us, you must catch all these from those in whom it lives already.” The university of Newman’s day
was a place in which men (and it was then an institution for men only) lived for scholarship, and
arranged their lives around the sacrifice that scholarship requires. It was not simply a repository of
knowledge. It was a place where work and leisure occurred side by side, shaping each other, and
each playing its part in producing the well-formed and graceful personality.

3. A reader of Cardinal Newman's book today is likely to agree that the university, as he
describes it, would be an institution of irreplaceable value. Newman’s university was to be an
integral part of the social order. It was to set an example and to help young men to live up to it. It
was not the antagonist but the completion of ordinary life, and the great rewards that it offered were
to be purchased by social discipline. Newman’s university was to be eminently respectable : critical of
society only because critical of itself.

4. 1 suspect that many middle-class parents, when it comes to deciding on their teenage
children’s future, entertain a picture of university life that is not entirely at odds with that painted by
Newman. They will recognize the gap between Newman'’s ideal and the imperfect realities. But they
will recognize that this gap does not necessarily represent a decline. Universities now admit women.
and try as best they can to offer their benefits to people in all walks of life and regardless of personal
connections or social class. Those changes will count, in most eyes, as improvements. And the
resources available to a modern university are many factors greater than those enjoyed by the
university described by Newman, which had next to nothing in the way of lecture halls, book-lending
facilities, concert halls, and places of recreation.

5. The middle-class father, preparing to meet tuition fees of $40,000 or more, and board and
lodging on top of that, will naturally dwell on all the ways in which this represents a good
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investment. But when his daughter emerges three or four years later with a degree in Women’s
Studies, the main outward sign of which is a well-honed grievance against men in general and the last
one in particular, he is likely to question the wisdom of throwing away a third of a million dollars on
such an outcome. Finding that his daughter’s ignorance of the classics is as great on leaving university
as it was on entering it, that she has graduated from her teenage pop idols only to immerse herself in
more “advanced” forms of rock and heavy metal, and that her attitude to career, marriage,
childbearing, and all the other things that he had hoped for her is entirely negative, such a father is
sure to regret the use of his money.

6. Of course that is an extreme case. But it has been apparent to many commentators, at least
since Allan Bloom’s Closing of the American Mind . that all is not well with the university today. and
that parents have little or no guarantee that the vast cost of a university education will be rewarded
with a viable product. If young James or Clarissa studies math and sciences; if he or she makes the
right friends; plays viola in a string quartet; joins a theatre group; avoids drink, drugs, and
promiscuous sex and holds on. against the odds, to the religion of the family home, then the
experience will be worth the vast expenditure.

7. But I have just described an exceptional case, and certainly not the majority. Most students now
graduate in soft subjects that require ideological conformity rather than intellectual growth, and most spend
their leisure hours in ways of which their parents would not approve. This is often defended as the natural
result of academic freedom. You cannot grant to universities the intellectual freedom that scholarship
requires, it is argued, and also deny the moral freedom that enables students to adapt through their own
“experiments in living. ” Freedom is indivisible, and without it knowledge cannot grow.

8. The problem with that argument is that, outside the natural sciences and a few solid
humanities like philosophy and Egyptology. academic freedom is a thing of the past. What is
expected of the student in many courses in the humanities and social sciences is ideological
conformity. rather than critical appraisal, and censorship has become accepted as a legitimate part
of the academic way of life. “No platform” policies, forbidding people of unorthodox or offensive
views from addressing audiences on campus, or speech codes that condemn unorthodox statements as
“hate speech” are now widely accepted. This would matter less if the opinions and idioms condemned
were those of some antisocial minority. But they are usually those of the “moral majority,” and are
often condemned in order to appease groups (lIslamists, gay activists. radical feminists) whose
loyalty to the established order is questionable at best.

9. Under a president whose knowledge of life seems to have been acquired entirely from campus
orthodoxies and who seeks to impose those orthodoxies on the American people, it is inevitable that
ordinary conservative Americans should wonder whether a university education is quite the bargain
that its defenders claim it to be. Surely there is a better way to manage the transition from
adolescence to adulthood than by spending the family savings on a four-year course in resentment.

10. The great virtue of American society is that individual citizens have the scope, the freedom,
and the habits of association that enable them to pursue their own objectives, regardless of the
established institutions. We have scen this in the movement for homeschooling. We saw it in the
growth of the liberal arts colleges in the 19th century, and in the continued founding of new colleges
devoted to old and defiant ideals. Could we not envisage a wholly new kind of university, responsive

to the wishes of parents. and liberated from the phony subjects and dubious social mores that have



occupied the American campus? It seems to me that we can, and that modern technology has put this
new kind of university within the reach of everyone.

11. 1 envisage an experiment in “distance learning,” in which students work from home., and
attend lectures, receive tutorials, and engage in discussions through Internet connections. As the
Internet becomes more interactive. the need for universities to establish themselves in physical
space, rather than in cyberspace, is less evident. Virtual communities of scholarship might be more
volatile than real communities of scholars. But they will be far more responsive to the demands of
their customers, and far cheaper to run. They could provide most of what is provided by a
humanities department, with the added advantage of choosing their professors from all over the
world, and paying a proper market price for them. First-rate scholars could participate in such a project,
knowing that they do not have to share their earnings with the second-rate colleagues who form the solid
mass of humanitics departments in physical space. And although rehearsals might be difficult, the cyber-
university orchestra, when it finally comes together in the two weeks of summer devoted to real meetings in
real space, would enjoy a range of talent as great as the National Youth Orchestra.

12. Already I have begun to encounter university colleagues, marginalized for their conservative views
or for their dissatisfaction with the way things are done, who are looking for other ways of continuing the
great tradition of higher learning, and of passing on to the next generation some of the knowledge that was
passed on to them. Such is the prevailing spirit in America, that I suspect the cyber-university will be a day-
to-day reality, long before the old universities wake up to the fact that they have priced themselves out of
the market. And maybe future generations will look back on those dreaming spires in cyberspace with the
same nostalgia with which Newman, lecturing in the bleak surroundings of the new Catholic University of
Ireland, looked back on the towers and quadrangles of his beloved Oxford.

{ i - - I I : L : -
EPT¥ B, Reading comprehension

Directions: For each question , please decide on the best choice from the given ones marked A, B, C
and D.
1. According to Newman,
A. a university exists mainly to convey information or expertise
B. a university should be an institution only for gentlemen who absorb the graces and
accomplishments of a higher form of life
C. a university is not simply a repository of knowledge, but also a place where students are
shaping the well-formed and graceful personality
D. a university can be separated from the social order
2. Compared with the universities of Newman’s day, modern universities
A. admit both men and women
B. offer their benefits to people in all walks of life
C. provide more resources
D. all of the above
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3. A middle-class father may regret his investment on his daughter’s college education when
A. she gets a degree in Women’s Studies
B. she plays viola in a string quarter and joins a theatre group at school
C. she likes pop idols. rock and heavy metal music
D. she holds negative attitude to career, marriage and child bearing
4. Parents may feel the college experience worthwhile if
A. their children study natural sciences
B. their children spend their leisure hours in ways of which their parents would approve
C. the vast cost of a university education will be rewarded with a viable product
D. all of the above
5. According to the author, soft subjects should have required
A. ideological conformity B. moral freedom
C. academic freedom D. censorship
6. The author’s overall attitude towards campus orthodoxies is
A. indifferent B. neutral
C. critical D. favorable
7. Compared with the real communities, the advantages of virtual communities of scholarship might
be
A. more volatile
B. more responsive to the demands of customers
C. difficult to rehearse
D. all of the above
8. The added advantage of cyber-university is
A. they could provide most of what is provided by a humanities department
B. they could choose first-rate scholars from all over the world and pay a proper market price
C. first-rate scholars do not have to share their earnings with the second-rate colleagues
D. learners could enjoy a range of talent as great as the National Youth Orchestra
9. Conservative university teachers are dissatisfied with college education because
A. the great tradition of higher learning cannot be continued
B. the cyber-university has been marginalized
C. the old universities have been out of the market
D. the future generations will depend on cyber-space
10. The author’s overall attitude towards cyber-university is
A. supportive B. unfavourable
C. critical D. paradoxical

EP ¥, Understanding the structure

Directions . The text can be conveniently divided into three parts. The deeper analysis of the text .
however , will lead to finding several minor parts. Please apply the following table to understand the
structure of the text by filling into the blanks.




Ihe Idea of a University

Parts Main ideas of each part Minor parts Main ideas of each minor part

Part One
Paragraphs 1 -3

Part Two
Paragraphs 4 - 9

Part Three
Paragraphs 10 -12

EZTER. Paraphrasing

Part A There are five italicized parts in the following sentences. Please refer to the contexts to
clarify them .
1. The Pope is about to visit England, and is expected during the visit to announce the beatification
of Cardinal John Henry Newman . ..

2. ... avoids drink, drugs, and promiscuous sex and holds on, against the odds, to the religion of
the family home, then the experience will be worth the vast expenditure.

3. Most students now graduate in soft subjects that require ideological conformity rather than
intellectual growth, and most spend their leisure hours in ways of which their parents would not
approve.

4. Under a president whose knowledge of life seems to have been acquired entirely from campus
orthodoxies and . . .

5. ... encounter university colleagues, marginalized for their conservative views . ..

Part B Restate the following sentences in your own words .
1. According to Newman, the pursuit of truth and the active discussion of its meaning are

integrated into a wider culture, in which the ideal of the gentleman is acknowledged as the
standard.
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2.

ix
- 11

It was not the antagonist but the completion of ordinary life, and the great rewards that it
offered were to be purchased by social discipline. Newman’s university was to be eminently
respectable : critical of society only because critical of itself.

But when his daughter emerges three or four years later with a degree in Women'’s Studies, the
main outward sign of which is a well-honed grievance against men in general and the last one in
particular, he is likely to question the wisdom of throwing away a third of a million dollars on
such an outcome.

*No platform” policies, forbidding people of unorthodox or offensive views from addressing
audiences on campus, or speech codes that condemn unorthodox statements as “hate speech” are
now widely accepted.

. And maybe future generations will look back on those dreaming spires in cyberspace with the

same nostalgia with which Newman, lecturing in the bleak surroundings of the new Catholic
University of Ireland, looked back on the towers and quadrangles of his beloved Oxford.

EPEW. Text analysis

Directions . Analyse Paragraph 11 to find out the logical elements and process of argumentation

herein. You can approach some other paragraphs likewise .

Part A Complete the following table .

Logical elements Process of argumentation
Introduction Thesis;
Evidence 1
Main Body
Evidence 2
Conclusion




Unit One

i A Uineversily

Part B Try to answer the following questions .
1. In Paragraph 11, what is the function of the first sentence about an experiment in "distance
learning”?
2. How does the author organize the comparison between distance learning and classroom learning?
3. Why is the example of cyber-university orchestra mentioned in the last sentence?

EVEE,. Topics for discussion

1. Read The Idea of a University written by John Henry Newman in 1858, summarize Newman’s
ideas of a university, and make a critical thinking. Do you totally agree?

2. According to Roger Scruton’s The Idea of a University (2010), “As the Internet becomes more
interactive, the need for universities to establish themselves in physical space, rather than in
cyberspace. is less evident. The cyber-university will be a day-to-day reality, long before the old
universities wake up to the fact that they have priced themselves out of the market.” However,
this evocation of Newman’s idea serves as the launching pad for an attack on what he views as
the depredations of political correctness in the humanities and the denial of academic freedom on
campus. Scruton sees a solution in moving towards online teaching, a method that removes the
requirement for physical classroom and could not be further removed from Newman'’s philosophy
of education. Some reject Scruton’s pessimism and view that Scruton looks for the modern
expression of Newman'’s ideal in the wrong way. What do you think of Scruton’s idea on a cyber-
university? Do you agree? Why?

3. What virtual learning resources have you ever utilized? Make a comment.

4. Research on the application of Internet technology on college education in China and abroad.
Illustrate with examples, e.g. TED, MOOC, Khan Academy, etc.

5. Do you think cyber-university will be the trend of college education? Do you think cyber
university will replace the real university someday in the future? What are the advantages and
disadvantages of virtual college education?

6. Propose some suggestions on developing and utilizing cyber-universities, especially in China.

7. “Cyber-universities will be far more responsive to the demands of their customers, and far
cheaper to run. They could provide most of what is provided by a humanities department, with
the added advantage of choosing their professors from all over the world. First-rate scholars
could participate in such a project... the cyber-university orchestra, when it finally comes
together in the two weeks of summer devoted to real meetings in real space, would enjoy a range
of talent as great as the National Youth Orchestra.” (Scruton, 2010) If you agree with the above
statements, do you think it possible that you can finish your college education at home rather
than bother to go to a real university or even go abroad for study?

8. John Henry Newman's The Idea of a University explores what a Catholic university would be
like. Newman believed in a middle way between free thinking and moral authority—one that
would respect the rights of knowledge as well as the rights of revelation. It has been viewed as an
attempt to define a liberal education—how it might merge religious and secular concerns. He was
also responding to a world growing ever more secular in its interests, more scientific in its
methods, more utilitarian in its philosophy. However, the revolutions in technology and
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industrial organization seemed to have reshaped every human endeavor, including the academy.
The university focusing on professional education, became, in the words of Flexner’s The Idea of
a Modern University, “an institution consciously devoted to the pursuit of knowledge, the
solution of problems. the critical appreciation of achievement and the training of men at a really
high level.” By 1930, American universities had moved a long way from Flexner’s “Modern
University” where “The heart of a university (multiversity) is a graduate school of arts and
sciences, the solidly professional schools (mainly, in America, medicine and law) and certain

.

research institutes.” No longer could a single individual “master any subject”—Newman’s
universal liberal man was gone forever. But Newman’s The Idea of a University still has its
devotees—chiefly the humanists and the generalists and the undergraduates. Flexner’s The Idea
of @ Modern University still has its supporters—chiefly the scientists and the specialists and the
graduate students. The Idea of a Multiversity has its practitioners—chiefly the administrators.
who now number many of the faculty among them, and the leadership groups in society at large.
After reading the above passage. how do you view the functions of liberal education,
professional education and multiversity today?

9. Research on the differences between Chinese college education and American college education
in terms of history, admission, education objectives for undergraduate and postgraduate
students, forms of colleges (liberal arts school, multiversity, professional school, residential
school, etc.), and teaching methods.

10. Do you think what you are doing and thinking in university needs some adjustment after this
reading? In what aspects? Why?

EVEA. Focused writing

Part A Argumentation

Argumentation is a reasoned, logical way of convincing an audience of the soundness of a
position, belief, or conclusion. Argumentation takes a stand—supported by evidence and urges
people to share the writer’s perspective and insights. The primary purpose of the argumentative essay
is to convince the reasonable audience to believe or do something that they are not now believing or
doing.

Argumentation and persuasion are terms frequently used interchangeably. but they are not
equivalent. Persuasion is a general term that refers to how a writer moves an audience to adopt a
belief or follow a course of action. To persuade an audience. a writer relies on various appeals—to
the emotions. to reason. or to ethics. Argumentation, however. is the appeal to reason. In an
argument a writer connects a series of statements in an orderly way so that they lead to a conclusion.
Argumentation is different from persuasion in that it does not try to move an audience to action; its
primary purpose is to demonstrate to an audience that certain ideas are valid and that others are not.
Unlike persuasion, argumentation has a formal structure: to support a conclusion, an argument
makes points, supplies evidence, establishes a logical chain if reasoning. refutes opposing
arguments, and accommodates the views of an audience.

In an argument., you may move from evidence to conclusion in two basic ways. One, called
deductive reasoning, proceeds from a general premise or assumption to a specific conclusion. Using




