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Unit One

1. Forecasting Life in the 21st Century

Marvin Cetron & Thomas O Toole

The majority of us will be better off in the year 2000 than we are today. We’ll look
better and we’ll live longer. -Of course, there will be change but it won’t be the kind of
change that worsens our lot in life. There will be hardship but most of it will be the kind of
hardship we can endure and overcome.

You can expect an eight percent per year inflation rate out to the year 2000, which is
an acceptable rate of inflation. That means that interest rates in the world will stabilize at
11 percent, which is a livable rate of interest for people who want to own cars, appliances,
and their own homes. There will be fewer billionaires but that will be the result of tax
reform cuts®, which after all are long overdue in the United States. There will also be
fewer Americans living in poverty as jobs and welfare reforms are made through the years
ahead. Do you want to be rich? The top entertainer’s or professional athlete’s already high
salary will be tripled by cable television. You will retire later as you live longer. Taxes will
go down as stock prices go up and as America reindustrializes robot factories to raise
productivity. The energy crisis will be a crisis of the past when we begin to generate
nuclear electricity with fusion power for the first time.

Cars will cost twice what they do today but they will be half their present weight and
get twice the gasoline mileage. Automobile lifetimes will double in the next 20 years, in
part because people will once more put a value on durability. Cars will be safer because
they’ll all be smaller.

In the Unites States, the future looks south. The only thing that will restrict mass
migrations to the Sun Belt? is a water shortage. Look for much of the world to suffer
water shortages but look for much of the world to solve its water shortages. Look for the
countries of the Middle East to build nuclear desalting plants and look for the Unites States
to tow glaciers out of the Arctic to the East and West coasts to tap them for their water.

Women will be much better off by the year 2000. Almost 60 percent of all the adult
women in the United States will be in the work force by the year 2000, holding down jobs
held only by men in the fifties and sixties. More women will fulfill themselves

(Dtax reform cuts: reduction of taxes resulted from tax reform
(2)the Sun Belt: the afea that covers the southern states of the U.S.
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professionally, socially and sexually in the years ahead. There will be morning-after birth
control pill for women. Fewer elderly women will live alone, choosing if they are widows
to move in with single elderly men. Liberal attitudes about sex are here to stay..-

There will be medicines that improve and restore memory and hold off senility. There
will be pills that cure fear of heights, fear of elevators, and fear of flying. Men will take
drugs to grow hair, women will take drugs to keep their hair from turning gray. There will
be a nutlike snack to keep teeth white, strong and free of cavities. There will be a hormone
for weight control, another for growth control and a third for memory control. There will
be a nonaddictive painkiller more powerful than morphine. There will be medicines that
cure addictions to drugs and alcohol.

Ahead of us lie vaccines to prevent tuberculosis and immunize people against their
own tumors, the kinds of cancer like breast cancer that appear to be caused by viruses and
seem to run in families. The list of diseases that will be cured by gene splicing is staggering.
Sickle-cell anemia® and Tay-Sache disease® may be racial ailments of the past. People
with genetic disease will undergo gene therapy, where the abnormal gene is removed and a
healthy gene spliced in to take its place. There will be new drugs to dissolve blood clots
and gallstones, new drugs to prevent the buildup of stomach acids that trigger ulcers and of
cholesterol and glycosides that cause hardening of the arteries. There will be an artificial
liver, an artificial spleen, and an artificial pancreas. There will be artificial blood that can
be given to people with any blood type that carries none of the risk of infection that human
blood can.

We will soon enter a checkless and cashless society. Funds will be transferred by
voiceprint and almost nobody will shop in person. Two-way home television will let you
dial a store, check prices on your screen and order by credit card®. You will still need cash
but instead of carrying it around you’ll stop at your neighborhood automated teller” and
withdraw it when you need it. Don’t be frightened by depression talk. The United States is
depression-proof, partly because of the ongoing computer revolution that exercises such
tight controls on money supply. The variable interest rates will catch on. Instead of rising
with inflation, interest rates will be adjusted every few years based on the consumer price
index. For those with long-term money to spare, your best return will still be in housing
and real estate.

The strongest, most stable country in the world will continue to be the United States.
Second in turn will be Austria and Canada, mostly because they’re so rich in raw resources.

(Dsickle-cell anemia: L ERTX (L 5iE

@ Tay-Sache disease: a disease of the nerves that a baby is born with, characterized by mental and
physical retardation (among the Jewish people)

@credit card: 15 M~

@ automated teller: 447 H 5T ML
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China will be more of a world power for the same reason. Japanese influence will wane.

China has its own coal, oil, and minerals. Japan has almost none of its own.

worsen
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billionaire
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lifetime
durability
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tap
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senility
snack
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spleen
pancreas
automated
teller

From Clearing in the Sky, Northwest
Polytechnical University Press, 1997
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. The phrase “catch on” (in Line 55) most probably means

Exercise A

Select one answer which is most accurate according to the information given in the
text.

Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a distinctive feature of the cars in the new
century?

A) Lighter in weight. B) Faster in speed.

C) Longer in lifetime. D) Higher in price.

The second paragraph of the passage mainly describes
A) how the American people are going to get rich in the next century

B) what reforms the American government will carry out to better the life of the people
C) how America is going to put an end to energy crisis

D) what economic benefits the American people are likely to get in the new century

A) become popular B) become flexible
C) become stable D) become adaptable

According to the passage, the majority of the American people in the 21st century will
most likely enjoy all of the following EXCEPT .

A) better medical treatment

B) more convenience in handling financial affairs

C) shorter length of service

D) more economic benefits and material comfort

The author’s attitude towards life in the new century can best be described as
A) pessimistic B) optimistic
C) critical D) practical

Give a short answer to each of the following questions according to your under-
standing of the text, using as few words as possible.
In what aspects will most women in the United States be better off in the new century?

How will a patient with liver cancer most probably be cured in the years ahead?
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What is the basic condition, according to the author, for a country to become
increasingly powerful?

Why will people in the next century ptzobably live longer than in this century?

What good will the reindustrialization of robot factories do to America and the
American people?

Discussion Questions

What do you think life will be like in the 21st century?

Are you optimistic of the future? Why?

What might the U.S.A. and China be like in the next century?

Exercise B

Read each of the following paragraphs. Then, work with another student, and try
to infer the author’s opinion of (or attitude towards) the subject he discusses.
Write it on the lines below the paragraph and give whatever clues that helped you.

He was a glamorous (& 11 8 /) [))public hero of sorts whose style of writing and living
was probably more imitated than any other writers in human memory. He was so
precisely, because he acted out the theme of his own books. That was why he liked
sports of all kinds and was thought of as one going deep-sea fishing, big game hunting,
going into the bullring or becoming a prize ring boxer. His public image was one of a
tough guy whom even an air-crash could not kill. During the 1930s and the 1940s his
non-literary activities were widely publicized and did more to advance his reputation. In
1942 he began to work for the United States Navy and for two years scoured (%) the
Cuban coast to seek to help destroy enemy ships. In 1944 he went on several flights
with the British Air Force as a reporter. He took part in the landing of the Allied Forces
on the French coast and fought with a small force of his own in Paris before the French
entered their capital themselves. He was injured many times, suffered at least a dozen
injuries to the brain, and survived three bad automobile accidents and two aircrashes.
From wounds in the war, 237 steel fragments were taken out of his body. In his later
years he often behaved in an odd manner and looked much older than his years.
Possibly because he could not write any more or possibly because he could not act out
his code (#EW), or because of both and his ill health, he shot himself on July 2, 1961.
The world was shocked into the disconcerting awareness that, with his death, an era had
come to an end.

What is the author’s opinion towards Hemingway?




How do you know?

In many countries around the world, women are entering the work force in great
numbers for the first time. It is true that more women are currently employed than ever
before. However, the goals of equal opportunity of employment for women have not
been fully realized. For a variety of reasons, women usually hold low-ranking positions.
The last to be hired, they are usually the first to be laid off when employment drops off.
They are usually hired in lower-paying positions than men, and, often, they receive less
pay even when they are doing the same work. Certainly, great strides have been made
toward equal opportunity in recent years, but the obstacles to reaching this goal are
becoming increasingly evident all the time. Although women have come a long way,
they still have a long way to go in their struggle for equal opportunity.

What is the author’s opinion of the present women’s status?

How do you know?
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2. Why Java Is Hot?

Sun’s® Microsystem had a problem on its hands. One of the company’s brightest
software developers had created a new computer-programming language called Oak that
nobody seemed to want. Originally designed for writing control software for the computer
chips that run microwave ovens and other state-of-art? household appliances, it had been
reconfigured several times over the past five years—for cable TV set-top boxes, for
videogame machines, for personal computer CD-ROMS®. But every time it looked as if
Oak might finally find a home, the deal somehow fell through. Even its name was a
problem: it couldn’t be protected by trademark because hundreds of companies had already
used it. In the end, Sun decided that the best thing it could do for Oak was to give it a new
name and give it away. So Sun called it Java—a slang term for coffee that dates back to the
days when the best brews came from Indonesia, not Seattle—and made it available, free of
charge, on the Internet®. |

Seven months later, to everybody’s surprise—including Sun’s—Java is the hottest
thing in cyberspace. More than 100, 000 copies have been downloaded by software
developers eager to try out the new language, which promise to make sending programs
across a computer network as easy as sending E-mail or pictures. Hundreds of little Java
applications (dubbed “applets”) have started to pop up on the World Wide Web®, the
multimedia portion of the Internet. One site lists more than 700 working Java applets—that
generate everything from small dancing cartoon figures and steaming cups of coffee to
knock-offs of such games as Pac-Man and Missile Command. With Java, data and
programs—the twin staples of computing—don’t have to be stored on your computer
anymore. They can reside anywhere on the Internet, called up by whoever needs them,
whenever they need them. It’s a development that could finally make true Sun’s original-
and hitherto cryptic slogan: “There’s a paradigm shift every 10 or 15 years,” says Marc
Andreessen, a Web pioneer and cofounder of Netscape Communications®. “And we’re in
one right now.”

The key to Java is the way it will run with equal ease on a variety of computer

OSun: (EE)AFHAH

@state-of-art: (. BeARF AT —RHIRDREAKE; Bk

@ CD-ROMS: compact disk-read only memories J:#% F 56 77 2%

®Internet: [ f B X

® World Wide Web: FFERR (thFRT4EM, Internet "2 FH ARG B RS
(®Netscape Communications: (FE[E) MFEAA



