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THEME

China is a big agricultural country with the largest farming population in
the world and numerous rural lands. The issue of "Beautiful Countryside,"
with a focus on countryside lifestyle, environment, coexistence of human
and nature, has become more and more important to China’s academia
and officials. Actions are bing explored and taken in China.

At the same time, megacities in China, such as Shanghai, are going through
rapid urbanization and city expansion. In a post-industrial era, the rela-
tionship between urban and rural areas is taking on a new look, while the
development of rural areas has become a distinct subject.

The program was focused on the issue of "Beautiful Countryside" and
the relationship between urban and rural areas, taking Chongming and
Lingang as examples for research and design. The purpose is to explore a
comprehensive and sustainable way of rural development and landscape
design, which is appropriate for current Chinese social situations.

How to coordinate urban and rural landscapes in the spatial structure of
future metropolis? How to maintain the characteristics of rural landscapes
from homogenous urbanization? How to interpret and promote the idea-



that countryside and agriculture are unique landscape resources and a
local culture? How to carry forward rural tourism and create a characteris-
tic environment as well as facilities for “Beautiful Countryside™? All these
questions should be taken into consideration in this program.

KEYWORDS

Future Metropolises / Relation between Rural and Urban Areas / Beautiful
Countryside / Rurality / Planning of Rural Landscape

BACKGROUND

Unprecedentedly rapid urbanization is taking place in China. Hundreds

of millions of migrations are found in the agricultural population. China's
urbanization rate has risen from 36% to about 53% in a decade. With con-
tinuous urban expansion, Shanghai has become one of the world's largest
cities, In the 21st century, policies such as "one city and nine towns,"
"three cities and seven towns" have been put forward and implemented
in Shanghai suburbs to optimize city economy. Now Shanghai needs a
new comprehensive plan for the future (2040) pattern of urban and rural
areas, the development of suburban and rural areas are to take on a brand
new look. In the process of urbanization, the rural population is shrinking
and the situation of countryside and agriculture is evolving continuously.
Especially after the central government put forward “New Rural Construc-
tion” policy followed by “New Urbanization,” the focus of development
has been shifted gradually from cities to towns and the countryside, which
are regarded as the new centers for future development in China. Con-
sequently, the study on orientation and mode of rural and agricultural
development becomes more and more important. "Beautiful Countryside”
provides a vision, as well as explorations, for the future development

and evolution of the rural area. Fast large-scale construction has brought
endlessly environmental problems in urban area, which puts an end to the
unconditionally city dream. In the traditional culture of ancient China the
word of countryside is featured with poetic landscapes and unique aes-
thetics, instead of darkness or poverty as we believe now: Fertile farmlands
surrounded by clear water, green plain echoes melodious pastoral, and in
the vast land there has been various and attractive countryside. Despite of
the damages caused by continuous urbanization, "Beautiful Countryside"
indicates a return to traditionally poetic life. New form of tourisms, such as
rural tourism and suburb tourism, provide new directions and measures of
rural development, which is further accepted by citizens with their increas-
ing income and the consummation of the national holiday system. Rural
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tourism is the propulsion for "Beautiful Countryside," also a measure to
explore the uniqueness of countryside landscape.

SITE AND AREA

Site-1 Shuyuan Town, Lingang

Lingang New City is one of "Three Cities" in the current Shanghai Urban
Planning, one of the key areas of Shanghai suburb urbanization develop-
ment. Lingang New City is located in the coast of the East China Sea, the
southeast end of Pudong, consists of central downtown, four sub-urban
and port industrial zone, etc. Replying the major port, the city develops
high-tech industries and manufacturing industry of large equipments,
which further promote the urban development. According to the plan,
the whole area is more than 300 square kilometers with a population of
1.5 million. After the development and construction more than ten years,
Lingang New City is still faced with a severe problem of poor population.

Shuyuan town is one of the four sub-urban in Lingang New City, located
to the north of the industrial area of Lingang New City, known as the Wing
of Lingang with a total area of 67 square kilometers and a population of
70,000 at present. As the plan, the urban area of Shuyuan town will be 11
square kilometers with a population of nearly 80,000 people.

The site is located in Shuyuan town, covering the intersections of Dazhi
River and Lianggang Road, with a total area of about 100 hectares. Laolu
Road and West Tongyuan Road are separately the west and north borders
of the site. Additionally there are Dazhi River and two canals flowing
through it. The entire site has distinct partition, with a large concrete
factory and settlements lying on the north shore of the river, and large
farmlands, several old village houses as well as agritainment on the south
shore.

Site-2 Chenjia Town, Chongming

As the third biggest island of China, Chongming Island is located in the
estuary of Yangtze River. Moreover, it is the biggest estuarine deposit
island, covering an area of 1,267 square kilometers. Featured with mild and
humid climate, Chongming Island is advantaged by flat landscape and fa-
vorable ecological environment. Currently, Chongming Island is vigorously
promoting circular economy and developing ecological industries accord-
ing to its overall planning with a view to construct it into an integrated and
ecological island. Chenjia town, located in the eastern part of Chongming
Island, belongs to eastern Chongming division of the island which is a
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portal landscape focusing on developing ecological residential, recreation-
al sports, international education and scientific research and innovation.
With a history of about 300 years, Chenjia town is one of the seven towns
currently planned by Shanghai. By taking advantage of Yangtze River
tunnel, the town has now become a portal to Chongming from Shanghai
with outstanding geographical advantages. Covering about 100 square
kilometers, the town has a population of more than 60,000. The site is the
original downtown area and also the location of the township govern-
ment of Chenjia town, covers an area of about 100 hectares. Less than one
kilometer to its west, there is G40 Shanghai-Shanxi freeway. There are also
Yu'an Road and Beishan Road which penetrate through the site, as well as
several rivers. The whole site is located between a large area of new devel-
opment in the east and the original agricultural village in the west, that is,
the eastern side of the river is the main downtown area in which there are
higher density of buildings and several small factories, and the western
side of the river is the original village area with a vast area of farmland.

Site-3 Haiyong Town, Haimen (Jiangsu Province)

As an enclave, Haiyong Town is located in the north of Chongming Island.
But it administratively belongs to Haimen, Jiangsu Province. Haiyong
covers an area of about 12.5 square kilometers. It is connected to Chong-
ming in the south and west. It is adjacent to Qilong Town of Qidong City,
Jiangsu Province in the east. Its northern boundary is Yangtze River, the
"golden waterway", in opposite of which Linjiang town of Haimen can

be overlooked. Haiyong Town has two administrative villages and one
farming group, with a registered population of more than 5,000. Although
itis located at the junction of Shanghai and Jiangsu, also the junction of
Jiangnan and Jiangbei, Haiyong Town is not on the main line of transporta-
tion, which means poor location. Haiyong is currently in the stage of com-
prehensive transformation of industries. Gradually, all kinds of factories
are eliminated. Traditionally individual cultivation is changed to modern
agriculture in large-scale and plantation of unique species. Several projects
of industrialized agriculture have been imported; meanwhile agricultural
recreation and new mode of tourism are promoted. Haiyong Town is ad-
dressing its connection with Chongming and Shanghai.

The site is located in Haiyong town, along the Gelonggang River, extends to
the Yangtze River on the north and west to Shachang Road The total area
is about 100 hectare, with residential houses and factories in the south,
the broad farmland in the east. In the selection of the site, many elements
were considered, such as the typical topography, transportation, land use,
buildings and settlements. The site contains diverse topography, archi-
tectural and spatial form. The site has been gradually transformed from a
traditional village to a centralized settlement which is featured with spatial



characteristics of small towns. It contains village-like human settlements,
multiple-story new communities, small factories and cultivated lands.

TEACHING PURPOSE

1. Image of future cities and urban-rural relationship

Considering the opportunity of Shanghai urban development and the

new round of urban plan-making, it aims to think and expect the urban
structure, city image and the relationship between urban and rural areas of
Shanghai by 2040.

2. Human settlement mode of “Beautiful Countryside”

Considering the common problems in Chinese rural areas and the unique-
ness of the research objects, it aims to make deep thinking and creative
interpretation on the issue of “Beautiful Countryside” in three aspects of
programming, planning and design. Further, based on the consideration
of the present situation of society, economy and industry development

of the three towns, Shuyuan, Chenjia and haiyong, it focuses on the new
relationship between urban and rural areas in the future, sticks to the tran-
sition from the old-type towns to the new-type ones, analyzes the human
settlement pattern, its relation with agriculture and tourism, as well as the
possible landscapes and appearance in the future.

3. Planning and design of rural landscape

Based on the consideration of the possible modes of settlements, it is
required to make the landscape planning in the site of 100 hectares. Itis
also required to make the detailed design in one or two sections that are
developed in the process of plan-making. It aims to investigate how to
retain, optimize and create beautiful rural landscape, to improve the envi-
ronmental quality, reveal the connotation of the concept of “countryside”
in aspect of landscape, and to promote the development of rural tourism,
by the means of transformation and construction of rural landscape. In
the detailed design, it aims to design and create attractive open space,
recreational environment and tourism facility featured with rural charac-
ters, which should be harmonized with modern cultivation and agricultural
industry.

4. International communication

Through the international cooperation, it aims to promote the comparison
study between international cases and experiences, and to promote the
international communication.
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