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Preface

During the 60 years of development of New China's education cause, China's education system with Chinese
characteristics kept being perfected. In this historical process, we continue to deepen our understanding of the law
of development of China's socialist education cause. We have reached very important conclusions. Firstly, educa-
tion is the most fundamental cause of our country and nation. We should uphold the party's leadership on education,
and identify clearly the responsibility of the government for the development and management of education,
implement the strategic position of develop education in priority to achieve harmonious educational and eco-
nomic and social development, and make full use of the fundamental, guiding, and overall role of education in the
cause of the party and the state. Secondly, the fundamental purpose of education is to cultivate virtue, wisdom, all-
round development of socialist builders and successors, we should fully implement the Party's education policy
and promote the healthy growth of all students. Thirdly, the vitality of the development of education cause should
be inspired. In the reform and opening up process, we should always meet the needs of modernization, the world
and the future, based on the primary stage of socialism's basic national conditions, adhere to the combination of
inheritance and innovation, and deepen the reform of educational system-and educational teaching system. Fourthly,
education is an important method to improve people's livelihood and promote social harmony. We should always
be people-oriented, promote equity in education, and protect citizens' right of receiving education. Fifthly, the
key to the development of education lies in the teachers, thus we should closely rely on teachers and educators to
teach in school by complying with the law of education. And we should improve the political and professional
quality of teachers, and promote respect for teachers in the society. These important conclusions are very precious,
which have been reflected in the "Education Plan". We should firmly grasp and constantly enrich them in the
process of promoting educational reform and development.

Excerpt of General Secretary Hu Jintao's speech on National Education Working Conference
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Introduction A

Tao Xingzhi , who was formerly known as Tao Wenjun and Tao Zhixing, was born on October 18th, 1891 in Huang
Tanyuan village, in Anhui, Estate Shexian. He went to Chongyi School in, Anhui province in 1906, then he at-
tended Hangzhou Medical School in 1908. In 1910, he was accepted by JinLing University of Nanjing. Then he
went to the University of lllinois for further study and received master degree of political science. After graduation,
he followed John Dewey, Paul Monroe to study education at Columbia University and got the certification of being
a director of Urban Studies. In 1917, he graduated and returned to China.

Tao is a great educator, thinker, popular poet, patriotic democrat and close comrade of CPC during the period of
national-democratic revolution. Besides, he is an archetype who joined the national-democratic revolution and
grew from a patriotic intellectual to a non-party communist. Through his life, he gave himself up to popularizing
education and exploration of education suitable to China's domestic features. Under the influence of the CPC. he
struggled for peace and democracy, for independence of China's prosperity and people's liberation.

On July 25th, 1946, because of terrible persecution by the Kuomintang reactionaries, and overwork, Tao died at just

55. After Tao's death, many party and state leaders gave Tao very high evaluation.
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