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Buddha’s Kingdom of the South East series:
Scenery of the Ancient Buddhist Kingdom of
Southeast China

By Ye Xiaowen

I was asked by President of Hangzhou Buddhist Association,
Abbort of Ling Yin Temple, Ven. Guang Quan to write this preface
for the first edition of Scenery of the Ancient Buddhisc Kingdom
of Southeasc Chrna.

I think the reason that Chinese culture can be inherited
from one generation to another is our"cultural DNA"carried
by numerous of "Successors to Chinese culture”. This "cultural
DNA" is constantly in developing and in innovating. These
"successors” are constantly in seeking greater achievements with
diligence, regardless of any social vicissitudes, either through
published works or through speeches. This is a universally
recognized fact.

Buddhism spread to China from India during the Han
dynasty. From then on, through more than two thousand years’
interacting with traditional Chinese Taoism and Confucianism,
Buddhism has widely spread and exerted a great influence on
Chinese Culture and the Chinese people’s spiritual world. Today,
Buddhist culture is an essential part of Chinese culture.

Hangzhou is one of China's famous historical and cultural
cities. In Hangzhou, Buddhism arose during Eastern Jin dynasty,
expanded during the Wuyue dynasty and reached its peak in the
Southern Song dynasty. The Ancient Buddhist Kingdom of the

Southeast China gained widespread fame from then on. Whenever
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I visited Ven. Guang Quan at Ling Yin Temple [ always get an impression of meeting a
"Culrural successor” who is cultivating behind the temple doors.

Among the wealthy areas in China, Zhejiang is the province that first raised issues of
improving prosperity in both the material and in spiritual worlds over modernization. 1
think, as a well-known Chinese poem said, “The duck is the first to know when the river
becomes warm in spring.” Zhejiang province is ahead of the others. As the capital city of
Zhejiang, Hangzhou, the beautiful "Paradise on Earth" will take the lead again.

It combines the rich history and cultural heritage with beautiful scenery. Therefore, by
modernization, it enhances social harmony and exerts a positive impact on society.

It is a concept in need of attention in our research and practice. In the process of
conservation, restoration and construction within West Lake scenery zone, many Buddhist
temples and Buddhist landscapes have been restored and expanded. In 2011 West Lake
became a UNESCO world heritage site. It brought new glory to this Buddhist Kingdom of
the South East .

In Venerable Guang Quan’s Renaissance of the orjginal Buddhist Kingdom of the South
East he expounds the historical origin of it and gives a detailed account of temples, monks
and works of this "Kingdom". His informative writing exudes a sense of calm.

The pen drawings included in this book are created by Zhang Jian Ting, Deputy Mayor
of Hangzhou. He has engaged in the protection, planning, construction and management
of the West Lake scenery zone for many years. He is passionate about the landscape details
within the site, particularly the renovation and reconstruction of the temples. He strongly
supported and actively participated in many reconstruction projects.

What is particularly remarkable is that as a Deputy Mayor, Mr. Zhang Jian Ting created
many pen drawing art works through which to express his passion about the historical
heritage in his spare time. These excellent art works not only recapture a vision of Buddhist
Kingdom of the South East but also serve as a historical record of the West Lake.

It is fair to say that the writing complements the drawings perfectly, and both authors are
"Culeural successors”. I am delighted to write the Preface for their book to eulogize Buddhist

Kingdom of the South East”. Hopefully, this beautiful book will impress you too.

Ye Xiaowen
Central Institute of Socialism party secretary, first vice president (ministerial level). Former National Burcau of Religious Affairs,
party secretary, long-term director of State Administration for Religious Affairs. Communist Party of China Central Committee in

the cighteenth.
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Rebuilt Views of the West Lake, Paint Buddhist
Places in True Feelings

—— The Collection Pen Drawings of Buddhist
Kingdom in the South-East by Zhang Jianting

By Pan Gongkai

Zhang Jianting has been my good friend for many years and he is younger than
me. He was born and grew up on the shores of West Lake the same as me, He
studied and worked here also. This kind of special life experiences has been
developing his special feelings to the West Lake.

It is well known,West Lake has been renowned at home and abroad
throughout history attracting millions of visitors from the world every year.

It is not only one of the National Key Scenic Spots of China and the Ten
Natural Landscapes of China in the first time, but also the unique cultural
lake in China recorded in the World Heritage List. In my opinion, with this
great fame, West Lake's gifts of nature and cannot be replicated--along with
its colorful history and legendary stories from ancient to modern times alike.
These natural features and human landscapes join together perfectly, yielding
West Lake the most famous Chinese Lake in the world.

If we explore the development history of Hangzhou, we can understand
that the West Lake was not always as beautiful as today. In fact, the characters
of the West Lake have changed drastically during the latest twenty years under
the leadership of the Hangzhou local government. During these twenty years,
Zhang Jianting was in charge of the West Lake Scenic Spots, and he spent
twenty years keeping a dilligent hands-on attitude to service it. Today we not
only have West Lake as an admission-free resource in Hangzhou, but also
museums of Ma Yifu, and Master Hongyi, the Tower of Leifeng, the Yang
Causeway, the Street of North Mountain, the village of Meijiawoo, the Village

of Longjin, the China Tea Museum and the West Lake Museum as well. All
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Scenery of

the Auctenr Buddhist Kingdom of Southenst China

of these projects reflect the passion and unwavering spirit, the unknown efforts of Zhang Jianting. As

he said,” I had been working on the West Lake Landscape for 25 years, overseeing departments that
administer the Scenic District, religious affairs and tourism development at Hangzhou local government
offices, so I am very familiar with the details of West Lake and will never forget this environment that

I had worked on for so long." Recognizing these esteemed achievements spoken in his modest,sincere
expressions, I would like to express my gratitude to this artist of Hangzhou for his dedication.

I am excited to learn that Zhang Jianting s Scenery of the Ancient Buddhist Kingdom of Southease
China will be published, featuring 26 pen drawings creared during his career as a keeper of this beautiful
region. Themes for his paintings are mostly drawn from Chinese Mahayana Buddhist temples of the
region and thier long histories, colorful culture, quiet environment and unique scenery. Zhang Jianting
was neither an art major, nor a professional artist. His pen painting skills are based on his background in
Landscape scenery, and years experiences from work practices. For his most beloved sceneries, he created
artwork sketched entirely with pen, and expressed realistic style in realism. From his space perspective to
modeling proportion, from overall composition to the derails, from composing landscapes to capturing
figures, the images have a certain maturity at all. These qualities surprise many as he was not an art major;
[ feel the same way.

From the words of sages, "Study nature outside, capture the source inside.” Art is based on nature
and then exceeds it mostly by the artist’s awakening inside. Only with one’s true feelings to touch all
manifestations of nature, can someone comprehend by creating and discovering wonderful views in
the world. When I look through Zhang Jianting’s paintings, I can feel the endless love in his heart for
Hangzhou, the earthly paradise and the Buddhist kingdom of Southeast China through these simple,
sincere drawings. This kind of drive brought him exensive personal experiences and visual expression
to these Buddhist buildings outside the West Lake. He also said, "These images need not a methodical
approach. I only created them intuitively. It is a kind of inspiration from work and feeling from working
environment and expression of true emotions."

So, we do not have to subject Zhang Jianting’s pen paintings to the same approach of professional
artists, but try to feel his forthright and sincere personality and determination. Thus we can find an artist

in Zhang Jianting who rebuilt views of the West Lake and paint Buddhist sites from his true source.

Autumn 2015

Pan Gongkai

Former dean of The China Academy of Art, and dean of China Central Academy of Fine Arts. Vice chairman of China Artists association.
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The Perspective of a West Lake Guardian
—— A Note on Our Cherished Friend Zhang Jianting’s

Pen Paintings

By Xu Jiang

West Lake has enjoyed the pennicle of fame from ancient times not only for
these views of the scenic landscape, but cultural landscapes and Buddhist
temples as well. The Jingci Temple and the Leifeng Tower situated on the
east of the Lake against the Nanping Mountain. The mountain has a hollow
chamber inside and routes leading in all directions--with stone as bone and soil
as skin. The famous temple bell here tolls majestically and afar. Looking to the
north of the Lake, there is Geling Hills with the ancestral hall of Baoyue deep
in its lush hills. To me, the experience has been of gusting West Lake wind
for waves, shimmering ripples before mountain misg; the six bridges line with
willow, all reflected upon the mirror pond. Nestled in the relection of these
hills on the lake, Buddhist temples flourished throughout the long history here:
the smallest temple is Xiaoqing Buddhist temple in Gu Mountain, and the
largest Buddhist temple is Lingyin with most extensive history and beautiful
views. Lingyin temple is situated facing the wonders of Flying Peak filled with
ancient Buddhist statues and the Cold Spring Pavilion on the shores of the
stream. Throught the times, Lingyin, situated with the three Tianzhu Buddhist
temples along the front, and Taoguang Buddhist Temple located in the back.
up the mountain here, there's a Tang poetry verse for the grand view from
the perspective of Buddhist Monks: "watching the sun rise from the sea, and
through the gates against tide water of Zhejiang."

Mesmerized by the beauty of the mountains and temples whenever 1 visit,
with society transforming day by day; tolling bell from the Buddhist temples

are always as the same, eliciting emotions of the long past. I hold utmost respect
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Scenery of

the Ancient Buddhist Kingdom of Southeast China

for someone who tries to protect the West Lake Landscape, and I always think
of my old friend Zhang Jianting upon these thoughts. I thought he was a only
protector of these landscapes, when in fact, his kinship to West Lake extends
to every corner of this environment, and he could be never forget it. Though
his work is a great contribution, when I see his pen paintings I suddenly realize
his deep love and true feelings for this region of green mountains and stately
Buddhist buildings.

Our dear friend Jianting’s pen paintings capture the wonderful views of
Buddhist sites: old trees, grand buildings, gates of ancient Buddhist temples, to
the golden halls of these holy structures. Through his experience in landsacpe
management, most of his work have been related to buildings. Eaves and
columns becomes bones of sturucture; layered with doors, windows, balustrades
and courtyards. Old trees and fresh leaves spring new growth day and night to
embellished vitality. With his deep love and true feelings, Jianting studied hard
and brought vitality to this ancient Buddhist kingdom. Among these elaborate
emotions, there is a certain deep respect, a longing sense of caring, and a certain
understanding of all phenomenon on earth.

Jianting’s pen paintings are not just elaborate drawings, but attribute to a
certain of tranquility of the mind and divulge it as eternal spring. Sikong-tu,

a poet in Tang dynasty, described: sounds of rushing stream water, teeming
with late spring foliage. With his tranquility of the mind, Jianting's passion and
work perfectly yields the perspective of a West Lake guardian.

2015115

Xu Jiang
President of The China Academy of Art, vice president of China Artists Association, vice chairman of the China

oil painting society.
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