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Regional Development and Pillar Industry: A Case of
Shanghai During the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Zhang Zhongmin

Abstract: The researches of economic history suggest
that regional development did exist in the ancient society,
and it was the development path and features of a country.
But it had some differences in technology, system, and pro-
duction,

In the Ming and Qing Dynasty, manual cotton and tex-
tile industries among families in towns had gradually become
the mainstay industries. In the meantime, sand transport
based in Shanghai prospered. It not only connected the
Southeast Asia with the Northern Asia, but also connected
production with transportation, which was another mainstay
industry, and eventually it made Shanghai the port of for-
eign trade between the Southeast Asia and the Northern A-
sia. Both of the two promoted regional economic develop-

ment. This case illustrates that regional development must
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be based on the mainstay industry suitable to its resources e-
ven in the traditional society, which is thought-provoking to
us.

Key words: Ming and Qing dynasties, region, econo-
my, Shanghai
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