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Everyone was working,
with people here and there.
The merchants were busy.
They were selling things everywhere. —~

In the town, a merchant e
was busy rushing around. et
The merchant walked his donkey e
up and down.
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§ _The donkey wasn't happy
~carrying the heavy load.
It was very difficult

along the bumpy road.

The merchant whipped the donkey §
when he walked too slow.

The donkey was unhappy.
It hurt him so.
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Just as they were walking
over a bridge,
the donkey slipped and fell
over' The edge

s Sp{as Kerplunk,' _

< He M hnTo The r'IV€P
%3 “Tha, donkey go‘r scar'ed
‘”ﬁﬁﬁe sfar‘l'ed fo shlver'
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The merchant was angry and very upSe'r e
The donkey fell into the water and got all wet.

The merchant pulled the donkey with all his might.
But, the donkey felt really quite light.
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"Look, the load of salt

is almost gone!
It melted away, you fool!
This is very wrong.”
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The next day, they were slowly walking along.
The donkey was thinking how to make the load lighter all day long.

The donkey wanted a lighter load and that's for sure.
He said, "T'll fall in the water just like before.”
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Each time the donkey jumped
into the river just like before.
He swam in the river
to enjoy the water more.

The load would get lighter
after each fall.

The donkey thought,
“This is not bad at all.”




