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Foreword

This bilingual book is a reference of construction projects, introducing 39 of the latest
and most distinctive kindergartens found throughout the world. These kindergartens
are all specially designed by the most preeminent architect offices in the world, thus
making them small paradises for children. They are no longer cold and intimidating
growing spaces for children, but more approachable and play full environments
allowing for successful development of a child.

In the building plans, the architecture of humanistic vision skillfully incorporates
child psychology into its design concept. The natural geographical environment
and the humanist approach seemingly combine in the building functions, creating
beautiful and adaptable indoor and outdoor spaces for children. In such projects,
architecture overturns the traditional concepts of kindergarten, pushing design,
function and appearance to new architectural boundaries.

This book is divided into several chapters each covering a different country,
introducing the country’s kindergarten architectural designs, as well as its
educational characteristics and humanistic traditions. The correlation between
architecture and culture is also examined in depth, making it one of the main
themes. The book also provides the building area quotas of China's urban
kindergartens together with its principles on child-care centers and kindergartens.
This considerable recently updated and authoritative data also provides effective
and accurate references for architectural practitioners.

The book yet rich in pictures also manages to explain complex and deep concepts
using simple ferms. Together, the scientific quantized data, the fascinating pictures
and the simple descriptions make this book a great source of knowledge as well as a
helpful and interesting design and architectural reference.
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On the border between a former urban/
industrial development and a small forest
where new housing is being developed,
this nursery school mediates between
different contexts and scales. A semi
enclosed entrance courtyard constitutes
a first exterior space for parents and
children meeting and leaving. The organic
layout encourages movement as space 0 10

Chief architects: THAM & VIDEGARD ARKITEKTER
Address: Telefonplan, Stockholm, Sweden

Chief architects: Bolle Tham and Martin Videgérd
Project architect: Eric Engstrom

Collaborators: Mdarten Nettelbladt, Johan Bjorkholm,
Karolina Nystrom, Marcus Andrén, Julia Schonbrunn,
Andreas Helgesson

Client. Vasakronan AB

User: Citycouncil of Hagersten-Liljeholmen

Project design: 2007-2008

Construction: 2009-2010
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shapes. Windows are freely placed at
different heights and allow for light and
views to be adapted also fo the scale

of children, which further the relation @
between the interior and the exterior play
ground and the wooded hill.
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On the border between a former urban/industrial
development and a smali forest where new housing is being
developed, this nursery school mediates between different
contexts and scales. A semi enclosed entrance courtyard
constitutes a first exterior space for parents and children
meeting and leaving. The organic layout encourages
movement as space becomes continuous and creates both
exterior and interior rooms of challenging shapes. Windows
are freely placed at different heights and allow for light and
views to be adapted also to the scale of children, which
further the relation between the interior and the exterior play
ground and the wooded hill.

Together with the client and the pedagogues’ inspiration
from the Reggio Emilia school, a new way to organize the
interior was developed. The result is a rather unorthodox
plan, where instead of a complete ‘flat’ for each
group of children, there will be a large common interior
plaza where the six groups can interact around different
activities, playing and learning projects. This main space
is complemented with separate atelier spaces for water
projects and art, as well as small secluded group rooms for
rest and quiet activities.

The facade panel, made of 50 x 50 mm sawn wood, filters
direct sunlight into the nursery school and create hidden
windows that underscores the curved interior and exterior
spaces. The building complies with the highest standards for
environmentally friendly and long term sound construction.
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1 ENTRANCE

2 CLOAK ROOM

3 GROUP ROOM

4 COMMON SPACE

5 ATELIER

6 CANTEEN / ATELIER
7 KITCHEN

8 LOADING
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LEVEL 2
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2 CLOAK ROOM

3 GROUP ROOM

4 COMMON SPACE

5 ATELIER

6 CANTEEN / ATELIER
9 OFFICE / ADMIN.
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Architects: Arhitektura Jure Kotnik

Location: Ljubljana, Slovenia

Project team: Jure Kotnik, Andrej Kotnik

Client: Mestna obg¢ina Ljubljana
Project year: 2009
Construction year: 2010
Project area: 130 m’

Structural engineering. CBD d.o.0.

Construction: Riko Hise d.o.o.

Mechanical engineering: Linasi Peter
Electrical engineering: Iztok Zlatar
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Kindergarten Kekec is an extension of a
typical Slovene prefab kindergarten from
the 1980s. Situated in one of Ljubljana's
residential areas, Kekec answers the
growing demand for kindergartens. This
comes as a result of Ljubljana having
witnessed considerable population
growth as well as legislative changes and
a planned increase in building density
inside the highway ring surrounding the
city.

The construction is made from prefabricated
wood and was built in three days only.



