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This picture album is published with the support of our Japanese friend, and cultural advisor of the
government of the Autonomous Region, Mr. Yasutaka Kojima (Temir Il) , to whom we wish to express our
thanks. Mr. Kojima had contributed greatly for Xinjiang in raising funds for the preservation and renovation

of the Kizil Caves, and the survey of the Niya Ruins done by the joint efforts of the Chinese and Japanese
scholars. —
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FOREWORD

Xinjiang is an extensive and exotic piece of land. It is surrounded by
the towering Kunlun Mountains on the south ; the majestic Altai Mountains
on the north ; touching the lofty Qilian Mountains on the east ; and on the
west are acres upon a cres of primitive forests of the Tianshan Mountains.
Ancient travelers and poets such as Zhou Mu Wang, Zhang Qian and
others who have come to the Western Territory,have all sighed with regret

\that they had not had sufficient time to travel the beautiful land in depth.
Today, those sighs have gone with the wind. With silver liners shuttling
back and forth, linking all the cities, and the Xinjiang-Lanzhou Railroad
taking on wings with its new double-tracks, distances have vanished, and
the remotest destinations can now be reached. Come and see for yourself
the lofty mountains, the sparkling waters, the gushing oil fields, the majestic
glaciers, the vast gobi, the extensive deserts, the dense forests, the

* strefching pastures, the endless fields......

Xinjiang is beautiful, and her beauty is intoxicating. Its vast deserts,
fragrant oases, snow-covered mountains, shimmering lakes and rivers,
fascinating customs and ancient legends are more than pen and tongue
can tell.

Come and see Xinjiang, which, as early as during the Han and Tang
Dynasties, had been a region through which the Silk Road passed, and
known throughout Central Asia for the grand and lavish ceremonies held
to welcome her guests. Come and see for yourself the hospitality of the
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peoples, the beautiful land, and the new atmosphere. Today, you will be
more than charmed by remnants of her past glory : ruins of bygone cities,
Buddhist caves, ancient temples, and exotic song and dance.

Come and see for yourself the developing and progressive spirit of
the people, the flourishing land, and the new atmosphere.

On this land now live the people of different nationalities in happiness
and har mony which is the most touching picture of the entire scroll. Inthe
21st century, Xinjiang will be an important strategic region for economic
development which is already the focus of world attention. When you come
to see Xinjiang for yourself let this book be your guide! Written by Lie
Zi.Editorial Board for Xinjiang Close Up Director : Janabil Deputy Director :
Li Kangning, Chen Dajun Editorial Board Members :  Janabil, Li Kangning,
Dong Zhaohe, Xie Haiping, Chen Dajun,Emet Turdi, Wang Zhengyuan,
Zhang Lie, Chen Weixi, Qi Xieyu,Song Shijing, Lou Wanghao Chief Editor :
Chen Dajun General Designer : Wang Zhengyuan Executive Editor : Wang
Zhengyuan, Ding Xiaolun, Feng Zhongping ] Literary Editor: Zhang Lie,
ChenWeixi English Translation : Sun Jinyun Editing staff : Wang Chenghe,
Zhou Yilin, Ding Xiaolun This picture album is published with the support of
our Japanese friend, Mr. Yasutaka Kojima (Temir ll) , to whom we wish to
express our thanks. Mr. Kojima had contributed greatly in raising funds for
the preservation and renovation of the Kizil Caves, and the survey of the
Niya Ruins done by the joint efforts of the Chinese and Japanese schalars.
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Chen Dajun Emet Turdi, Wang Zhengyuan
Zhang Lie. Zhang YuLiang, Chen Weixi, Qi Xieyu,
Sang Shijing: Lou Wanghat
Chief Editor . Chen Dajun
Gereral Designer , Wang Zhengyuan
Executive Editar . Wang Zhengyuar. Ding Xiaalun
Literary Edilor . Zhang Lie, Chen Weix|
English Translatiorr Sun Jinyun
Editing staff : Wang Chenghe, Zhou Yilin, Ding Xiaalur




Ay

o AN i E T A R Lo 3 o A e | T D e
s 0P TR S TS O R NITEST T e S P
HEMS 2 g, i R G L &R, AT RILSE &1l
Z ] JEEE R b,

SRR ORI RS T VAR d e R TN RN TR AP NE
2:, R =R R g, A AL 14
P8 000 AL By i, Hramll A 46, Fr X B
WA 8 611 A, M I LAY i XF AN TR L i
11 BUL A P T KT S, KT
19,091 Z5uk N, UKt mA = a, IXEE <[4 K 4
PRl 7ol T SR K <™, B BT 8 A i 2
SN U e NI ol RU O N RV I RTE o S S TR A A SR
A7 A 5 0 LB 5 R G . =5 0GR e (1) 8 HEOR
(02 IR e = SR L T R AV FER T T = M N S (PR =R
J AR DL B e ] PN i e R R K I AT IS T, I
CL2t IR A B A 0 A0 T AL S0 AR H ST I %, At
LA, el A AT R T IR s A IELX

i b s R i AL R [ A - B v b TR
PRI i SR B R O 4 MR LA 1 il T
BRI A AP el S R, B we B v i h il ek

e 40 Arps v slasi bl K SRR Y AT Ak, AT
P AR, LA B BT 0 XU e A [ B R R Y AT A A
B A HEUY e Ak £ Ak e A fR AR TP T i AT R AE 1
o BROIR XU DX I SRR A 78 55 BT 70 AT I S R R 2
SO AT, 2P TG 1Y 570 2 45 R, A K RE
Yo e TR SR, A WA () RER SR B
A R [ B KR BT, A2 179 20 HL, BUERE v
PrF PRV B AL, KE B ELR, PR
i, A 2R A1

(F B3 30)

VAST DESERTS AND LOFTY MOUNTAINS

The Tianshan Mountains lie across Xinjiang, dividing it into north and
south. Inthe north are the Altai Mountains, with the Junggar Basin lying between
them and the Tianshan Mountains. In the south the Kunlun Mountains, with
the Tarim Basin lying between them and the Tianshan Mountains.

Unique geographical environment and structure account for the beauty
and magnificence of the landscape of Xinjiang. Of the world's fourteen peaks
which are above 8,000 meter elevation, four of them are found in the three big
mountain systems of Xinjiang. The K2, at elevation 8,611, is the second highest
peak in the world. There are eleven peaks open to mountain climbing, in
addition to hundreds of year-round snow-covered peaks and ridges which
feed 19,091 glaciers. These "solid reservoirs" have made Central Asia’s largest
arid region into a "wet island", and become the source of life of Xinjiang.
Hundreds of lakes of various sizes are like jewels set in the lofty mountains
and ridges, among which the Heavenly Lake of Mount Bogda, the Sayram
Lake reflecting snow-capped mountains, the mysterious Lake Kanas, the Swan
Lake of Bayinbulak with its poetic beauty, the Bosten Lake which is China's
biggest inland freshwater lake, besides, the dried up Lopnur, and the Aydingkol
which is world's second lowland lake, each with its unique beauty and attraction
are scenic spots in their own rights.

The area of the desert and gobi of Xinjiang is second to none in the
country. Buried under the Taklamakan Desert and the Gurbantunggut Desert
are extremely rich resources of oil, gas, and cultural relics and ruins of the
ancient western territories, with over forty ruins of ancient sites being discovered
in the Taklamakan Desert. Above the ground are countless spectacles of all
shapes and forms which are carved by wind erosion into the form of mirages
and fortresses, and the world’s largest dinosaur fossils of the Jiangjun Desert
of Qitai ; the petrified forests ; and China's most singular globular granite
weathered zone in the Bole Guaishi Valley. All the above combine to make
the most exotic, exhilarating, and unequaled natural phenomenon.The over
570 rivers which derive their sources from the mountains,irrigate the verdant
oases that dot the desert and gobi, supplying them with the vigor and vitality
of life. The Tarim River, measuring 2,197 kilometers, is the world's longest
inland river,meandering through the northern edge of the Taklamakan Desert.
The lli River , with its abundant volume, originates from the western section of
the Tianshan Mountains to eventually flow into Lake Balkash.
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The Eastern Tianshan Mountains

Running accross the central part of Xinjiang are the Tianshan Mountains

Which is one of Asia's biggest mountain systems, running 2,500 kilometers. It
snakes and winds its way beginning in the east, near what is Xmgxmgxwa
(Chimpanzee Canyon) , and stretches westward into the borders of Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan

The eastern section of the Tianshan Mountains is within the borders of
Xinjiang, running over 1,700 kilometers long and 250-350 kilometers wide,
covering an area of 570,000 square kilometers, and dividing Xinjiang into the
north and the south ; marked by the Tarim Basin as the south, and the Junggar
Basin as the north, according to custom

In ancient times, the Tianshan Mountains were called The Northern
Mountains, the Snow Mountains, the White Mountains, or the Shady Mountains,
due to their spectacular Ianr.isnape, their many snow-covered towering peaks,
and their extending silvery ice from which modern glaciers had their origin,

The Tianshan Mountains is China's biggest modern glacier zone, with over

ot (F A view of the northern slope of the Tianshan Mountains.

6,890 glaciers which make up for 16% of the country's total glacial area. The

highest peak is the Tomir, at elevation 7,435.3 meters, which is also one of the

country’s famous mountain-climbing ar On its slopes are dense forests

n

and stretches of meadow where rivers cut through to form many well-knowr
scenic spots, valley basin rivers, and numerous

lakes, the best known among them are The
Heavenly Lake, the Swan Lake, and the Sayram
Lake.

S I Landscape carved in snow
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The No.1 Glacier i ¢ Tianshan

Mountains

Glacier i alpine alacier whic wcaled in the Tianshan Mountains, al
[SE: fthe Uremdy River at abo evatlor met whichis 118 kilometers
from the eity of Urumey, And distributed there are e gla and rmainl g glaciers
with many smaller ones. The entire basin has al 150 glaciers, covering an area of 4¢
square kilometers. The Nao s the b flhem all and | il the source of
Daxigou of the Urumg River fthe el western branches of cirqua and
valley glaciers, running 2.3 kilometers long, and ] 1.84 square kilometers in aresa
Its maximum height 1s 4,476 meters, and the « jht of its sn¢ 1
4,050 meters. The annual mean lemperalure of o Zone 3 degr us
coldest menth average temperature 1s -15.9 d elsius, heltest mori era
temperature 1s 4.7 degr elsius, and volumze ninual average precipilalicn
millimelers
In 1959 the Tianshan Glacier Station we i for the observalion of the
hydralogy, accumulation, melting, movement ana Ilcal phenor 1
the glacier, To date, the Tianshan No.1 Glacier ninutely jied
glaclers, and the country one and only alpire qla h station that open 10

international exchange




