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1. THE SECRETARY’S LETTER

Mr. Young owned his own business and worked very hard.
His wife was afraid that he would get sick if he continued like
that, so she often tried to get him to take a vacation. At last she
managed to persuade him to do this, but she was afraid that he
might not be able to enjoy his vacation quietly, so before they
left, Mrs. Young went to see her husband’s secretary. She said
to her, "My husband needs a vacation very much, so whatever
happens, please don’t bother him with telegrams and letters
about business problems while we’re away. Just wait till we get
back. ”

After Mr. and Mrs. Young had been away about a week,
Mr. Young received a letter from his secretary which said,
"Something terrible has happened to your business, but I'm not
going to bother you with it now while you’re enjoying your vaca-

tion.”

True or False;
1. Mr. Young worked hard for another person.
2. Mr. Young worked for himself.

3. His wife didn’t want him to take a vacation.



4. His wife wanted him to take a vacation.

5. She didn’ want his secfetary to write to him about busi-
ness problems.

6. She wanted his secretary to send telegrams and letters if
there were any business problems.

7. The secretary wrote to Mr. Young soon after he left.

8. The secretary didn’t write to Mr. Young, because she
didn’t want to bother him. '

9. Mr. Young didn’t know that anything was wrong until he
got back. 7
10. Mr. Young knew that there was something wrong, but

he didn’t know what it was until he got back.

2. NEITHER FATHER NOR MOTHER

A young boy was playing with a ball in the street. He kicked
it too hard, and it broke the window of a house and fell inside. A

lady came to the window with the ball and shouted at the young
boy »so he ran away, but he still wanted his ball back. A few min-
utes later, he returned and knocked at the door of thé house, and
when the lady answered it, he said,"My father’s going to come
and fif your window very soon.”

After a few minutes, a.man.came to the door with tools in
his hand, so the lady let the boy take his ball away.

When the man finished fixing the window, he said to the la-
dy,"That will cost you exactly ten dollars.”

"But aren’t you the father of that young boy?” the woman
asked, looking sﬁrprised . "No ,"heanswered , equallysurprised ,

- 2‘



"Aren’t you his mother?”

True or False;
1. The young boy broke the window of his own house.
2. The young boy broke the window of someone else’s
house.
3. The ball went through the window.
4. The ball hit the window and fell into the lady’s garden.
" 5. The young boy ran away because he wanted his ball back.
6. The young boy ran away because he was afraid of the la-
dy.
7. The young boy went to find his father.
8. The young boy went to find a man who fixed windows.
9. The man who fixed the lady’s window was not the boy’s
father.
10. The man who fixed the lady’s window was the boy’s fa-
ther.
11. The man thought that the lady.was the boy’s mother.
12. The man knew that the lady wasn’t the boy’s mother.

3. LENIN AND HIS WIFE

Before Vladimir Ilyich (EHEN/R « HHEA) and his wife
went to England, they thought they knew the English language.
They had even translated a whole book from English into Rus-
sian when they were in Siberia (FE{HF|I). They had learned
English in prison from a teach-yourself book, but had never
heard a word of it spoken. When they arrived in London, they
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found they could not understand a word, and nobody understood
them. At first,he was very amusing (H[%€ ) ,and Vladimir Ilyich
had a good laugh over it. However, he soon got down (FFIFAE
*%F %) to learning the language. They started going to all kinds of
meetings , always standing in the front,and carefully studying the
speaker’s mouth. They went very often to Hyde park where
speakers spoké to the passing people on different subjects. They
liked to listen to one person, who spoke with an Irish accent (&
JR2:T13%) which they found easier to understand. They learned
a great deal by listening to spoken English.

Later, through an advertisement (J745), Vladimir Ilyich got
in touch with two Englishmen who wanted to exchange (3#z)
lessons, and he began studying with them. He got to know the

language quite well.

1. Before they went to London, Lenin and his wife
A. knew no English
B. had mastered English
C. knew a little spoken English
D. knew quite a lot of written English
2. They had learned their English .
A. in prison through self-teaching
B. at school with other students
C. in Siberia with the help of a friend
D. by translating a book into Russian
3. They went to all kinds of meetings in order to
A. hear people speaking English
B. study the political situation in England



C. see what people were talking about
D. find how people felt on different subjects
4.1n order to improve his English, Lenin also __
A. taught the two Englishmen Russian
B. learned from the two Englishman
C. learned through advertisements in newspapers

D. learned it in Russian
4. A PRIVATE TALK

Last week I went to the theatre, I had a good seat. The play
was interesting. I didn’t enjoy it. A young man and a young wom-
an were sitting behind me. They were talking loudly. I got very
angry. I couldn’t hear the actors. 1 turned round. I looked at the
man and the woman angrily. They didn’ pay any attention. In the
end, I could not bear. I turned round again. "I can’ hear a word!”
1 said angrily.

" "t’s none of your business,” the young man said rudely CH

£ H1)." This is a private (FLAH)) talk)”

1. The writer didn* have a gobd time because ____
A. the play was interesting, but it was too long
B. the play was not interesting
C. he didn't enjoy that kind of play
D. there was too much noise

2. He had a good seat. He was sitting in a good ___.
A. chair B. place

C. armchair D. class



3. "It’s none of your business” means;
A. It has something to do with you
B. It has nothing to do with you
C. Don’t put your ears here
D. This is not your matter
4. The writer turned round. He looked at the man and the
woman angrily .
A. but they didn’t stop talking
B. but they didn’t see him
C. but they stopped talking
D. but they looked at him rudely
5. The young man answered rudely because .
A. he couldn’t hear the play clearly
B. the writer was not kind to his wife
C. he thought the writer wanted to listen to his talk with
the young woman

D. he thought the writer was asking a private question
5. GALILEO’S EXPERIMENT

A successful scientist is an objective observer. He believes in
nothing but truth. He does not accept statements that are against
facts. Galileo was such a scientist.

A famous Greek scientist said that heavy things fell faster
than light things. Most of the scientists accepted this as true.
This was accepted for about 1,800 years until the time of
Galileo.

Galileo did not believe this statement. One day, he dropped



two weights from a high tower..One of them was heavier than the
other. But they reach the ground at the same moment. This re-
sult surprised both the scientists and the students who had come
to watch the experiment.

Galileo believed that scientists should not sit in universities
and talk; they should always make experiments, observe the re-
sults of the experiments and describe them truly;only in this way

could they push science forward.

1. A famous Greek scientist said that heavy things fell
light things.
A. faster than B. as fast as
C. more slowly than

2. This was considered true for about _ years until the
time of Galileo.
A.1,300 B. 1,500
C.1,800

3. Both the scientists and the students who were watching
the experiment were ___ because this did not agree with
the famous Greek scientist’s rule.
A. very surprised B. very happy
C. very sorry

4. Galileo believed that scientists should always  , ob-
serve the results of the experiments and describe them
truly.
A. study theories B. make experiments

C. talk about science



