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Abstract

Consumption goes through everyone’s life. It is an old topic which can
always arouse much interest. One of the important purposes of social devel-
opment is to meet consumers’ demand and improve their quality of life. How-
ever, it is difficult for people to consume in a rational or scientific way, es-
pecially for college students who are maturing in the society. Various kinds
of consumption, such as fashion consumption, conspicuous consumption,
symbol consumption, and excessive consumption, is constantly exerting great
effect on college students. They are required to make response no matter it is
contemplation, argumentation, or practice. Nowadays, some mass media
present many negative reports about college students’ consumption. What
consumption will college students take? What is affecting their consuming
psychology and behavior? This is of great concern

Some logical and speculative research on college students’ consumption
may be incomplete and inaccurate, and thereby fails to bring about targeted
education and guidance. It turns to be a suitable way to do research on col-
lege students’ consumption by statistical analysis and mathematical model.
On the basis of quantitative analysis and sampling college students’ consump-
tion mentality, with the support of Social Stratification, Hierarchy of Needs,
Consumption Function and other theories, the regularity in college students’
consumption will be achieved, and the relevance and effectiveness in their
consumption education and guidance will be improved.

Family background seems to be one of the important factors determining
college students’ consumption, because their family life and parents’ con-

sumption behavior may have great influence on them before their entry into
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college. It remains uncertain that students are still influenced by their par-
ents when they stay with classmates of the same age and have more freedom
and independence in college. Based on the empirical analysis of college
students expenditure level, six conclusions are drawn from the four aspects:
namely, students’ family economic income, living environment, their
parents’ education and occupation.

First, there 1is apparent positive correlation between college
students’familty economic income and their expenditure level.

Secondly, there is apparent positive correlation between the education
of college students’ parents and the expenditure level of college students .

Thirdly, there is apparent correlation between the employment of col-
lege students’ parents and the expenditure level of college students.

Fourthly, there is apparent correlation between the living environment
of college students and their expenditure level.

Fifthly, there is apparent correlation between the expenditure of college
students’ sightseeing and their family background.

Sixthly, there is apparent correlation between the two typical ideas a-
bout consumption among college students and their family background.

Empirical analysis shows that the majority of college students are ration-
al consumers as far as their expenditure level is concerned, although there
exist such problems as unaffordable spending, socially role-dislocated consu-
ming, unhealthy and unplanned expending. Household consumption has po-
tential impact on college students. According to the relationship between
family background and college student’s consumption, this dissertation sug-
gests a combination of the basic contents of Consumer Economics, Consumer
Behavior, Sociology of Consumption, Consumer Psychology, Consumer Eth-
ics, and Personal Finance. And it also puts forward certain measures to edu-
cate and guide college students: teachers’ guidance (add the knowledge of
consumption into teaching program, familiarize students’ actual consump-

tion, choose proper teaching contents, strengthen practical effectiveness of
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students’ consumption ) , categorized guidance ( get rid of psychological
blocks for students according to their consumption of high, dedium and low
level, help them better understand the role as consumer and strengthen the
guidance of living process) and creating sound environment ( transfer the
guidance from criticism to stimulation; from laissez-faire to restrictive busi-
ness practice; from go- with-the-flow to directed campus consumption).
Preventing poverty-stricken students dropping out of school is the policy
of the Party and State, thus poor students become a focus of social concern.
Family background is undoubtedly an important factor in their poverty. The
author probes into the relationship between family background and poor col-
lege students’ consumption. He finds the above evidently related. And the
expenses are diversified within their own groupindeed. Great attention should
be paid to those students’ psychological tendency of spending money in a
humble, free, aimless way. If these phenomena are ignored, it will surely

affect these students healthy growth.

Keywords: Family Background College Students’ Consumption

Consumption Level  Consumption Education
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