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Foreword from the Honorary Chairman

My father was born in the year Taiwan was ceded to Japan (1895) and died in the turbulent post-war period when the 228
Incident took place (1947). His life and death were closely related to historical events, and today, he himself has become a historical
figure.

The death of my father may have been a part of a tragic event in history, but his life was a great repertoire in the world of art.
One of his many oil paintings was the first by a Taiwanese artist featured in the Imperial Fine Arts Academy Exhibition. His life
spanned Taiwan, Japan and China and during his residency in Shanghai, he held important positions in the art scene and obtained
numerous honors. It can be said that he was a truly successful artist who lived an extremely colorful life.

When I was a child, I joined my father in Shanghai with my mother and elder sister where we spent some of the most
pleasant and unforgettable days of our lives. Although I could not fully appreciate how venerated my father was at the time, as
years passed and even after he left this world a long time ago, whenever I think of him, I am proud of him.

The unfortunate death of my father was followed by a period of martial law in Taiwan which led to suspicion and distrust by
others towards our family. But with unrelenting will and courage, my mother managed to preserve my father’s paintings, personal
documents, and related historical references. Today, even a small piece of information has become a precious resource.

[ would like to express gratitude to Wong Chi-huey, president of Academia Sinica, and Hsieh Kuo-hsing, director of the
Institute of Taiwan History, for agreeing to publish the Chen Cheng-po Corpus together. It is through their effort that all the precious
historical references and paintings are delivered from our hands to society and shared by all. I am also grateful for the generous
support given by the Board of Directors of our foundation. Finally, I would like to give special thanks to Professor Hsiao Chong-
ruy, our editor-in-chief, and all the scholars who participated in the editing and writing of the Chen Cheng-po Corpus.

Through the publication of the Chen Cheng-po Corpus, 1 hope the public will see how my father dedicated himself to painting,
and how my mother protected his achievements. They deserve recognition from the society of Taiwan, and I believe my father’s

works can lay a solid foundation for the next generation of Taiwan artists.

Honorary Chairman, Chen Cheng-po Cultural Foundation
Chen Tsung-kuang . jw"?, ~4W7'
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Foreword from the President
of the Academia Sinica

Mr. Chen Cheng-po, a notable citizen of Chiayi, was among the most representative painters of Taiwan during Japanese
rule. In 1926, his oil painting Outside Chiayi Street was teatured in Imperial Fine Arts Academy Exhibition. This made him the first
Taiwanese painter to ever attend the top-honor painting event. In the next year, his work Swummer Street Scene was selected again to
the Imperial Exhibition, which secured a pioneering status for him in the local painting scene. In 1929, as soon as Chen completed
his painting education in Japan, he headed for Shanghai under invitation to be an instructor of Western painting at Xinhua
Art College. Such cordial treatment was unprecedented for Taiwanese painters. Chen was not just an excellent painter. As an
intellectual his work, experience and thoughts in the face of the political turmoil in China, Taiwan and Japan, reflected the pivotal
issues of national consciousness and cultural identification of all Taiwanese people. The issues included the passing on of Chinese
cultural traditions, the respect for the local culture and values (and the love for the island and its people), and the acceptance of
modern Japanese culture. Together with these elements and his unfortunate death in the post-war era, Chen became an important
figure in the modern history of Taiwan. If we are to study the artist, we would definitely have to take a macroscopic view to fully
understand him.

It is an honor for the Institute of Taiwan History of the Academia Sinica to participate in the editing and publishing of the
Chen Cheng-po Corpus. The institute has achieved substantial results in collecting and archiving folk materials of Taiwan in recent
years, the result an impressive archive of various official and folk documents, including objects and digital files. The institute has
taken a pivotal role in digital archiving while working with professionals in different fields. We believe that varied views and multi-
faceted discussion are needed to further the study of Taiwan history. By publishing the corpus with the Chen Cheng-po Cultural
Foundation and providing assistance in building a digital database, the institute is given a wonderful chance to present the artist’s
literature in a diversified yet comprehensive way. In terms of developing and studying the subjectivity of Taiwan history, such a

strong reference should always be cherished and utilized by all.

Wong Chi-huey

President of the Academia Sinica
Nangang, Taipei % ,zé Wa?_.
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