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Introduction to Tourist Attractions of Ba-Yu

Chonggqing,located between 105°01°-110°E and 28°02°-31°07",
is right in the hinterland which joins the eastern part of China with the
western part of China. Its neighboring provinces are Hubei, Hunan,
Guizhou, Sichuan, and Shaanxi. With 40 districts, counties and
autonomous counties under its jurisdiction, at present it is the
municipality directly under the central government that covers the
largest area and has the largest urban and rural populatoin in China.
The Yangtze River, the nation’s mother river, runs through the city
from west to east, joined by the Jialing River, the Wujiang River and
the Daning River, its major tributaries from north and south, dividing
the land of Chongqing into a few parts.Based on this fact, in the general
plan for development of tourist industry of the city in the next 15 years
made by the Chongqging Municipal Tourist Bureau, apart from what is
described in the previous two chapters of Introduction to Tourist
Attractions of the Mountain City and Introduction to Tourist Attractions
in the Three Gorges Area, there are other five tourist areas which have
their unique features, two of which are located to the north of the
Yangtze, and the other three south of the Yangtze.

The Fishermen’s Castle in Hechuan to the north of the Yangtze
River is the site of an ancient battlefield. Centering around the Fisher-
men’s Castle, there are some other tourist attractions such as the ancient
town of Laitan and Laitan stone carvings and they together make up
the most important tourist area in the Jialing River valley, with historical
sites and cultural relics as the principal attractions while natural scenery
as the auxiliary attractions. As a matter of fact, the part of Jialing River



from Hechuan to Beibei is noted for its natural beauty, with the Libi
Gorge, the Wentang Gorge and the Guanyin Gorge, which have long
been known as “the Lesser Three Gorges “on the Jialing River. In a
line from a poem by the famous Tang poet Du Fu, “Then I shall go
through the Wu gorges from the Ba gorges”, the Ba gorges, according
to a note by Qiu, refers to the three gorges on the Jialing. The Jindao
Gorge in the eastern part of the Huayin Mountains is noted for its
scenery of dangerously steep peaks and long, deep and narrow valley.
Still eastward, Tongjing and Zhangguan in Yubei District are famous
because of their valleys, limestone caves and hot springs, and the
Changshou Lake is noted for its scene of a vast expanse of water and
the immense blue sky. In Liangping County next to Changshou there
is the Shuangguitang Buddhist temple, and its historical and cultural
value is no less than that of the Fishermen’s Castle.The above-
mentioned scenic spots combined make up the tourist area in northern
Chongging.

The Dazu stone carving tourist area to the north of the Yangtze is
the most important area in terms of artistic values. The Longshui Lake
at the town of Longshui, with its beautiful island at the center of the
lake, is a favorite place for sightseeing and boating. In the city of
Yongchuan next to Dazu, there is the Cucumber Mountain and the
Satellite Lake in the urban area and tea-bush hills and sea of bamboos
in its outskirts. Besides, the wildlife zoo newly built in Yongchuan
will surely make a new tourist attraction to Chongqing with its rare
animals and birds from different parts of the world and tropical and
subtropical plants. In Bishan County between Yongchuan and Beibei
two tourist areas have been developed: the White Cloud Lake and the



Blue Dragon Lake. Tongliang County next to Bishan is well known in
China and abroad for its dragon dance, and the sea of peach blossoms
in spring. Tongn‘an County in the far northwest is noted for its stone
sculpture of Buddha of 18.43 meters tall in the thousand-year old Giant
Buddha Temple. In the neighborhood of the temple there are more
than 700 figures of stone sculptures on faces of cliffs in 83 places.
They serve as an echo to the stone carving in Dazu.

The state-grade forest parks in Simian Mountain and Jinfo
Mountain are biological tourist areas of Chongqing. As a matter of
fact, tourist spots are not limited to the two mountains only. In the
urban area of Jiangjin, apart from its historical sites and cultural relics
left in different periods of history, there are cultural relics of the modern
time: the former residence of Chen Duxiu, one of the founders of the
Chinese Communist Party, and the memorial hall of Marshal Nie
Rongzhen, one of the military and political leaders of new China . The
Baishatuo Bridge on the Yangtze River is also an imposing structure.
Qijiang County lying to the southeast of Jiangjin has a beautiful river,
the Qishui River, with many attractive spots along its course. Wansheng
District east of Qijiang is noted for its stone forest, the second largest
of its kind in China. Jinfo Mountain stands between Wansheng District
and the city of Nanchuan. The subtropical forest in this mountain
extends as far as Guizhou Province. From Simian Mountain to Jinfo
Mountain, forests extend from mountain to mountain, covering large
areas in Chongqing and Guizhou, forming a special biological area
rarely seen in other places in China. This area is the southwest tourist
area of Chongqing.

Another tourist area with its unique features in Chongqing south



of the Yangtze is the Xianniishan(Fairy Maiden Mountain)/Furong Cave
tourist area for sightseeing and relaxation. Both the mountain and the
cave are located in Wulong County. The Fairy Mountain is noted for
its highland pasture, while the Furong Cave is the largest limestone
cave in Chongqing that has put Chinese and foreign cave experts in
wonder. The three natural bridges in Wulong are the No.1 group of
natural bridges in Asia, and, therefore, has a high tourist value. The
river Wujiang goes through the county seat of Wulong from south to
north, like a green ribbon across the county town. Going upstream
from Wulong along the Wujiang, one may see the scenic area on the
Apeng River, a tributary of the Wujiang, the century-old town of
Gongtan and the more than 60 kilometers of “Corridor of Paint-
ings’along the part of Wujiang River from the old town to the
Chongqing-Guizhou border. Besides the natural landscape, cultural
relics and the unique customs and practices of the local people are also
a big attraction to the tourist. This part makes the southern tourist area
of Chongqging. Compared with the hinterland of the Three Gorges tourist
area and the tourist area of the Lesser Three Gorges in Wushan
Mountain, this area is no less attractive as far as its tourist resources
are concerned.

The tourist area of local conditions and customs of the minority
ethnic groups in Qianjiang is also located south of the Yangtze River.
This area is not restricted to the present Qianjiang district of the
municipality of Chongqing, but it includes all the five counties under
the former Qianjiang prefecture. The ancient Qianzhong prefecture of
the Qin Dynasty covered what is today’s Youyang, Xiushan, Qianjiang
and Pengshui counties and the Qianbei area to the north. The history



of more than two thousand years of this area has resulted in many
achievements in civilizatoin. the area is inhabited by 16 ethnic groups,
such as Tujia, Miao, Han, Man, Yi, Hui, and Li. The Tujia people are
descendants of a branch of ancient Ba people. The area is especially
noted for its variéd and colorful local customs and habits of so many
different ethnic groups.Special tourist attractions may include the fusi
headman system of some ethnic groups, corridor-like bridges that also
serve as market places, local dwellings on slopes partly resting on
wooden supports, and other special features in architecture, food and
drink, marriage and burial customs, the hand-waving dance of the Tujia
people, the local huadeng opera, ethnic songs and dances, and other
forms of performing arts with a special local flavor.Situated in the
hinterland of the Wuling Mountains, this area is criss-crossed by a
number of rivers,such as the Wujiang, the Youshui, and the Apengjiang.
The landscape here is characterized by beautiful mountains and rivers,
dense forests, towering peaks and deep valleys, and mysterious
limestone caves. Tourist attractions that have been developed so far
include the Xiaonanhai Lake, Dayou Cave, the old towns of Gongtan
and Longtan, and the Huangshui Forest Park. Much more tourist
resources are yet to be developed. This area is the southwestern tourist
area of Chongging. Further study and exploration of different ethnic
cultures in this area will sure greatly enrich the cultural aspect of tourism
in Chongging and put it on a very strong cultural basis.

If the Daning River Valley is the northeast tourist area of
Chongding, the pattern of the city’s tourist industry may as well be
summarized as “one central point, one principal line, and six areas”,
which covers almost all the Chongqing area. Tourism in Chongqing



has been offered an excellent chance for development with the progress
of the construction of the Three Gorges Dam Project and the
development of China’s western regions. The municipal government
of Chongqing has made it a target for the next five years to be able to
reach any of all its districts and counties within a matter of eight hours
at the most. The framework is based on a transport system similar in
shape to the Chinese character**”, with the city proper at the center.
Following the completion of the Chongqing-Fuling Expressway, four
other expressways will be built between the city proper of Chongqing
and Wanzhou, Hechuan, Qianjiang, and Suining, and second class
highways will be built between Fuling and Xiushan via Qianjiang, and
between Wanzhou and Chengkou via Kaixian, and highways will be
built along the Yangtze River in Wanzhou, Yunyang,Fengjie, and
Wushan to complete the road network system in Chongqing.
Meanwhile, construction of four new railroads will be speeded up,
namely, the railroads between Daxian and Wanzhou, Chongqing and
Huaihua, Chongqing and Suining, Chongqing and Zhicheng;
Conditions of waterways on the Yangzte, the Jialing and the Wujiang
rivers will be improved; the construction of Wugiao Airport at Wanzhou
and Zhoubai Airport at Qianjiang will be speeded up, to form a three-
dimensional transport system. Improvement of transport conditions
will help Chongging become an economic center on the upper reaches
of the Yangtze, a center that will extend its influence to other parts of
the western regions of China, and consequently,this will help Chongqing
become a tourist center equal to the city’s status.

Lao Tan
10 October 8th, 2000
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