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Reading: Exporting Drama: Soap
Operas Cross Cultural
Boundaries
Words to Know: Entertainment; key
word: in
Further Reading: From TV to Big Screen

Before You Start

e What’s your favorite soap opera?

* Do you prefer local or foreign shows?

e Which kinds of entertainment does China
export?

* What do you do for entertainment in your
leisure time?

* What kind of entertainment is the most
popular among Chinese young people?



Exporting Drama: Soap Operas Cross Cultural Boundaries

Soap operas are popular around the world, but some countries have a knack of producing
shows that capture the imagination of people far and wide.

u.s.

@) As with many forms of popular entertainment, the United States leads the way in
exporting its TV dramas to the rest of the world. In the 1980s, shows like Dallas, Dynasty and
Falcon Crest brought glitz and glamor to hundreds of millions of viewers worldwide. Perhaps the
most successful American soap, though, is the medical drama, The Days of Our Lives. The show
was first aired in 1965 and is still being broadcast in dozens of
countries to this day.

U.K. and Australia

€ The U.K. has a long tradition of producing quality soap
operas. Indeed, the British soap Coronation Street is the longest-
running soap that is still being aired. In the 1980s, however,
Australian soaps such as Neighbors and Home and Away became
incredibly popular with British viewers. Several actors have
launched pop-music careers based on their fame in these
programs, Kylie Minogue being the most notable.

Republic of Korea

@® Over the last decade, K-dramas have become a
phenomenon all over Asia. They are also starting to gain a
following in other parts of the world. These soaps are typically
“closed,” meaning there are a limited number of episodes.
This country has been quick to take advantage by setting up a
thriving tourist industry based on the “drama fever.” Fans can
now visit the locations where their favorite soaps are filmed.

Brazil

@ Like many of Asia’s serialized dramas, Brazil’s telenovelas, as they are known, run for a
limited period. The top shows have been beamed into households all over the globe, but have
been particularly popular in Eastern Europe and Russia. Although the characters have mainly been
rich and glamorous, more recently, producers have been coming up with different scenarios,
portraying working-class people.

Audiences have been watching foreign soap operas for almost as long as they have been
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broadcast. The narrowing of cultural divides in the digital era has made it easier than ever to
export entertainment, and soap operas remain the most appealing of TV formats.

@ Soap opera (Title)
A soap opera, soapie, or soap is a serial drama on television or radio which features related story
lines about the lives of multiple characters. The stories usually focus on emotional relationships
to the point of melodrama.

® Medical drama ( Para. 2, line 4)
A medical drama is a television program, in which events center upon a hospital, an ambulance
staff, or any medical environment. In the United States, most medical episodes are one hour
long and set in a hospital.

® Kylie Minogue ( Para.3,line7)
Kylie Ann Minogue, born on 28 May 1968, often known simply as Kylie, is an Australian-born
singer, songwriter, and actress. She was often referred to as the “Princess of Pop” and “Goddess
of Pop.”

F3 Do You Get It?

* Multiple Matching
Look at paragraphs A to D again and try to match them to 1-10 below.

Which paragraph mentions ...
1. changes in the subject matter of a country’s soaps?

. similarities between soaps in different parts of the world?
. a famous soap star?

. a change of career?
. a benefit to a country?

. a show involving doctors?
. asoap that has been on TV longer than any other?
. three soaps from one country?

9. a term meaning “limited””?
10. a country that dominates in exporting its entertainment worldwide?

CON OVV1 bW N




* Reading Comprehension

Based on the reading text, choose the most appropriate answer to the following questions.

1. What is meant by the word “knack”? Vocabulary
a. Talent.
b. Idea.
¢ Job.
d. Success.
2. Which country produces the longest soap? Detail
a. U.sS.
b. U.K.
c. Australia.
d. Brazil.
3. Which of the following is true of Kylie Minogue? Detail
a. She has had more than one career.
b. She is British.
c. She has starred in several soaps.
d. She has helped actors become stars.
4. Which of the following is not used as a synonym for soap operas? Inference
a. Serialized dramas.
b. Telenovelas.
c. Programs.
d. Scenarios.
5. What can we infer the “K” in “K-dramas” stands for? Inference
a. Kind.
b. Korean.
¢. Kids.
d. Kissing.

» Master Your Vocabulary

* Find the Word

Match a word from the box to the meanings below.
globe typically appealing exporting portraying ‘
notable thriving serialized glamorous phenomenon

1. sending abroad
2. anunusual or amazing occurrence

4



_ All the World’s a Stage

excitingly attractive
successful / doing well
world

showing

more often than not
shown in installments
well-known

attractive

So oMoy sw

—

* Key Word: in
Choose the answer to the following questions.

1. Is heinyour class?

a. Yeah, heisin my class.

b. He is the one in yellow.

¢. No, hessits in front of me.
2. What kind of sports is he interested in?

a. He’s quite interesting.

b. Not in sport.

c. He’sinterested in football and tennis.
3. Inyour opinion, which color is the best?

a. | think blue is the best.

b. My mother likes blue the best.

c. He thinks we shouldn’t use colors.
4. Canlcomein?

a. Sure, you can dress in red.

b. Yes, please step outside.

c. Of course, please have a seat.

* Phrasal Verbs

The following phrasal verbs match the particle or preposition up. Choose the correct
verb to complete the sentences using an appropriate tense of form.

set give bring come make
beat ~ tumn  hang  break draw
1. Henry always up with great ideas for his school projects.
2. | don’t believe your excuse. | think you’re it up.
3. If you want to deposit you money, you will need to a bank account to
deposit.
4. The government is up plans to create a new business district in the city.




5. Paul was scared that the bullies would him up if he didn’t give them his

money.
6. Please don’t up the argument you had with Lucinda when she visits
tonight.
7. We just couldn’t figure out the answer to the puzzle, so we up.
8. I’'m not sure whether Sid up the phone or the line just cut out.
9. The school up for the summer vacation at the end of this week.
10. Don’t worry about your keys. I’m sure they will up eventually.
* Vocabulary Helper

Tips for Learning Words

1. Categorize: Put the words into groups according to:
A. Topic
household activities and chores: clean up, turn on/ off, hang up, put away, take out, pick up, etc.
B. Verb
give: give up, give away, give in, etc.
‘C. Particle or preposition
. down: sit down, back down, close down, etc.
2. Make a note of synonyms:
give up = quit
3. Beware of multiple meanings:
- Set up can mean establish, but can also mean put (someone) in a dangerous or bad position
through trickery.

Translation
1. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. As with many forms of popular entertainment, the United States leads the way in exporting its
TV dramas to the rest of the world.

2. The U.K. has a long tradition of producing quality soap operas.

3. Several actors have launched pop-music careers based on their fame in these programs, Kylie
Minogue being the most notable.

4. The narrowing of cultural divides in the digital era has made it easier than ever to export
entertainment.

5. Soap operas remain the most appealing of TV formats.

Il. Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese into English.

=
.

Some countries have a knack of producing (JTEZBUR ARSI & FAE
BRED.
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2. In the 1980s, shows like Dallas, Dynasty and Falcon Crest brought glitz and glamour
to (A HRBELE T THHIRAR ).

3. The show was first aired in 1965 and (PHRAE+ A EZRIEL ) to this day.

4. The British soap Coronation Street is the longest-running soap (PHRTERRH)
in the 1980s.

5. Fans can now visit the locations (AT = 22 O S R A R A b 7 ).

' Reading Overview

Reread the article on pages 2 to 3. It seems that many countries export their pop
culture. What do you think this tells us about cultural boundaries in the world today?
Write your answer in a couple of sentences.

& Thinking Cap

A. You can introduce ideas with fluency markers such as in my opinion, from my point of
view, it seems to me, etc.

Example:
Q: Is watching too much TV bad for your health?
A: As far as I’'m concerned, watching TV too much could be bad for your health.

B. Read each question carefully and answer with at least two sentences. Remember,
there is no single right answer. Just give your point of view and try to explain it.

1. Why are soap operas popular in so many countries? Why are people interested in foreign
soaps?

2. What other kinds of entertainment are exported around the world? Which countries export
the most?

3. Will cultural boundaries disappear in the future? Why or why not?

Words and Expressions
export /1k'spoit/ v, sell something to another country H{[11, #iitH

drama /'dra:ma/ a serious play for the theater, television, or radio *¥ il

opera /'Dpara/ a play with music in which all the words are sung |

boundary /'bavndari/ an imaginary line that separates an area of land from other areas ( i

7
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knack /naek/ n. a particularly clever or skillful way of doing something successfully,
especially something which most people find difficult P75

capture /'keept [o/ v. be interested or excited by ik (#%) ;5 wfs (=%)

air /ea/ V. show on television or broadcast on radio ( ifix ik Io2e ) %1%,
I

broadcast /'bro:dka:st/ v. send out by radio waves or on television /% ; |

launch /lomt [/ v. start JEOEMT; JTRE (BG8h. 1H%)

notable /'nautabl/ adj. important or interesting {H /&1 ; # 4

typically /'tipikali/ adv.  usually 1%, —MHh

episode /'episoud/ n. one of the separate parts in a series on radio or television ( ] =k Hi
PRI ) —%

advantage /ad'va:ntidz/ n. a better position than other people £ | 554

thriving /'Orarvinp/ adj. economically successful 240, )

serialized /'srorialaizd/ adj.  broadcast or published in a number of parts over a period of time 171 ;
FERRIY

beam /birm/ v. broadcast or air 1%

household /"haushauvld/ n. all the people in a family or group who live together in a house Z i; ™

scenario /s1'na:riau/ n. a piece of writing that gives an outline of the story ( FLEZZE) ) il 1Ak

portray /po:'trer/ v. describe 1’5, Zl|im]

divide /dr'vaid/ n. a significant distinction between two groups, often one that causes
conflict B i 2= 5

era/'1ora/ n. along period of time 4%, Hif 1]

appealing /2'pi:lip/ adj.  pleasing and attractive W 5| Af¥), & ADBENH

format /'formaet/ n. the way or order in which something is arranged and presented fit 7.,
&

soap opera a popular television drama series about the daily lives and problems of a

group of people who live in a particular place fIf! & &l

Fu

T
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Many famous Hollywood actors started their careers on television. Some were instant stars,
others had bit-parts or walk-on roles.

From TV to Big Screen

A Stepping Stone to Success
Will Smith had already earned a name for himself as a rapper in the late 1980s. However, it
wasn’t until he was cast in the lead role of the hit sitcom The Fresh Prince of Bel Air that he really

8
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hit the big time. The series ran from 1990-1996 and helped propel Smith to international fame.
Movies like Independence Day, | am Legend and the Men in Black series have made him one of the
most bankable stars in the industry. Incidentally, Smith’s wife Jada Pinkett-Smith also got her
break in sitcoms. Their kids Jaden and Willow are now following in their parents’ footsteps.

Blink and You'll Miss Them

Not everyone walks straight into a lead role. Some actors started off with pretty insignificant
TV performances. Russell Crowe, for example, appeared as a small-time crook in two episodes
of the Australian soap Neighbors before he achieved stardom in the Ridley Scott blockbuster
Gladiator. Likewise, heartthrob Brad Pitt’s appearance in the U.S. soap Another World lasted for
the same duration.

Be My Guest

Occasionally established stars of the big screen will pop up in roles in TV shows. One of the
most famous examples of this is the sitcom Friends, which featured stars such as Bruce Willis,
George Clooney and Julia Roberts in its 10-year run from 1994. The guest appearances usually
involved the star playing a character with some embarrassing characteristics or personality traits.
These appearances were popular because audiences found it funny and surprising to see normally
cool and sophisticated celebrities looking foolish.

¥ Reading Comprehension

Based on the reading text, choose the most appropriate answer to the following questions.

1. In which field of entertainment did Will Smith start? Detail
a. Music.
b. Tv.
c. Movies.
d. International relations.
2. What is NOT true of the series Friends? Detail
a. It was a comedy show.
b. It cast celebrities in embarrassing roles.
c. Itfinished in 1994.
d. It featured surprising performances.
3. According to the text, what are Jaden and Willow doing? Inference
a. Having kids.
b. Acting.
c. Dancing.
d. Learning to walk.
4. Who or what might Ridley Scott be? Inference
a. Ablockbuster.
b. A gladiator.



