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THOUGHTS WHICH
RULED CHINA

During the Spring and Autumn Period ( 770—
476BC) four major schools of thought prevailed in Chi-
na. These were Ru ( Confucianism ), Dao ( Taoism),
Mo, and Fa (Legalism) .

Confucianism presented the most conservative views
as it believed that the best of times was over and that all
things worsened by the day.

As a result, one must pay due respect to the old and

try to maintain the status quo.

Taoism, however, advocated man’ s reconci liation

with nature. It likened wealth and all worldly goods to
cloudé in the sky, which should not be pursued or fought
over.

Mo embraced high ideals supported by strong theo-
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ries. It required its followers to be fervent and altruis-
tic. This was probably the reason why it gradually lost its
following and left behind only its noble thoughts.

Present times are best

Legalism was a way in which the government de-
nounced the past. It held the belief that times had never
been as good as the present momerit, ard that the proper
functioning of state depended on strict imple mentation of
rules and regulations.

Off these four schools of thought, only Confucianism
and Legalism survived the changing times. Confucian fol-
lewers tried to persuade their rulers with talk of morality
and ethics.

The Legalists tried, instead, to analyse the merits
and demerits of policies.

There is a signjficant difference between legalism as it
was under stood in ancient China and Legalism as we know
it today. Legalism served the interests of the monarch in the

past. Today, it has humanvights as its top priority.



The Qin emperor, Shi Huang Di, adopted the legal-
istic method. Under his orders, Confucian texts were burnt
and people found in posses sion of Confucian texts were put
to death.

Highly — educated persons in the capital were thrown
into prison. An investigation has shown that 460 of them
expressed dissent with thb government. and that they were
all killed and buried in a common grave. Shi Huang Di’ s
government imposed a taxation whiich was 20 times hisher
than the Zhou rulers’ . It conscripted 30 times the number
of people conscripted by the Zhou rulers to hard lahour.

Among the men who were conscripted were Chen
Sheng and WuGuang. who belonged to a batch of 900 civil-
ians on their way to forced labour until incessant rain ham-
pered their progress.

The law at that time required that all conscripted men
who reported Iate for work be executed. Feeling desperate,
Chen Sheng and WuGuang killed their leader and called a
gathering of the rest, saying: “If we cannot escape
death, why don’ t we do something great and strive for

fame instead?
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The first Chinese revolt

“We, too, can seize positions in power. Do you
think such jobs can only be handed by those few people up
there?”

This event marked the beginning of the first revolt —
by the people against the government in Chinese history.

Following that, unrest spread across the land and fi-
nally Xiang Yu succeeded in overthrowing the ‘tyrannical :
rule of the Qin.

However, it was Liu Bang who enjoyed the fruits of
the revolu tion. When Liu Bang became Emperor, his gov-
ernment was made up of friends who drank and revelled in
the palace as they had done in his home.

. A Confucian scholar by the name of Shusun Tong
knew that LiuBang wished to control his subordinates but
lacked the confidence to do so. He aaded 30 Confucian
scholars to his force of 100 followers and trained them in

the rites and rituals which were to be used in the Imperi al

Court.



In 202 BC, the Changle Palace in the capital was ]

completed and the new protocol came into effect.

Ministers and high officials had to report to the palace
before dawn. They had to kneel in a passageway that ended
with a row of imperial guards armed to the teeth. The at-
mosphere was solemn and a;we inspiring.

An official would then announce the emperor’ s arri-
val and a man drawn carriage would carry Liu Bang into the
court and up the passage way to the throne.

All this while, the subordinates had to stay pros-
trate. On a given signal, they raised their heads and chant-
ed “Long live the Emperor” in unison.

The Emperor was pleased with ShuSun Tong’ s proto-
col. It was also popular with other Chinese emperors and
remained in use for over 2, 000 years, right up to the
20th century.

The ceremony involved elevated the emperor to the
position of “Son of Heaven” and put him way above his
subjects.

Common people thus lost more and more of their hu-

man rights and democracy became more remote than ever.
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