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Three Difficult Problems in Chapter Five
“On Property” of The Second Treatises

Wang Tao

(Institute of Science, East China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract: Chapter five “on Property” of The Second Treatises is the most
important text in the studies of John Locke’s theory of property. Although Locke’s
writing was very pithy, there are still several difficult problems. Among them,
three problems have generated a lot of academic debates. The first one is the
context of this chapter, which includes the question of the origin of the property
(right) and the natural law tradition in early modern period. The second one is
Locke’s justification of individual property based on his theory of labor. That is the
moral foundation of individual property, which involves Locke’s analysis of the
nature and content of property in his natural law theory. The last question is
whether Locke was defending capitalistic economy, which involves Locke’s
analysis of the Land, the relationship between servant and master, the money. To
clarify these three problems will help us to get a better understanding of Locke’s
theory of property.

Keywords: Locke; property; laber; natural law; natural right; capitalism

JEL Classification: B12; P14
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