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pre-eminent dramatist. His surviving works, including some “ % " E[/:] }E o

collaborations, consist of about 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two
long narrative poems, and several other poems. His early =

plays were mainly comedies and histories, genres he raised

16th century. He then wrote mainly tragedies until abo
1608, including Hamlet, King Lear, and Macbeth, considered
some of the finest works in the English language.
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Hamlet

To be, or not to be—that is the question.
AAERAGRK, EA—AFME,

——Hamler (28 EH )
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King Claudius, who now rules Denmark, has married Queag Gertrude, the late King's
wife. Hamlet, the late King's son, meets the Ghost of his father, who
by King Claudius and who tells him to avenge his death. At last, Queen Ge
poisoned cup meant for her son. Hamlet fences against Laertes but is cut by La
Now dying, Hamlet stabs King Claudius with this samie sword, killing him.
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Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles

And by opposing end them.

To die—to sleep—

No more; and by a sleep to say we end

The heartache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to. ‘Tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wish'd. To die—to sleep.
Tossleep! perchance to dream: ay, there's the rub !
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil ,
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