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News Transcript CNN#TE {15

Over in Japan, we’re getting some . reports about the coming out of
a damaged nuclear power plant. Early Sunday, tests showed that one building at the plant was
giving off radiation levels 10 million times higher than normal. Tokyo Electric, which owns the
plant, later said the nuhber was closer to 100,000 times the normal level.

It might seem strange to talk about a Cherry Blossom Festival in relation to the crisis in
Japan. But the annual event in Washington, D.C. the relationships between the U.S. and
Japan. And this year, people used the festival to show their support for victims . around the

world.
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Cherry Blossom Festival, cherry blossom is always special for
us. But this year, the Cherry Blossom Festival is very, very special.
Japanese people, we need to restore our country again. And for that,
we need a lot of supports, especially American support. A hundred
years ago, Japanese people sent cherry blossoms to the United
States. After a hundred years, still blooming And that represent our
friendships.

\;fListening Comprehension

T H 2R

1. It might seem strange to talk about a Cherry Blossom Festival in relation to the
crisis in Japan. But the annual event in Washington, D.C. highlights

between the U.S. and Japan.

2. What can we learn about the radiation?
A. Over in Japan, we’re getting some conflicting reports about the radiation.
B. Tests showed that one building at the plant was giving off radiation levels

100,000 times higher than normal.

C. Tokyo Electric, which owns the plant, later said the number was closer to
10 million times the normal level.

D. Allof them.

3. What is true about Cherry Blossom Festival?
A. People used the festival to show their support for victims halfway around
the world.
B.  This year, the Cherry Blossom Festival is very, very special.
C.  Chetry blossoms represent our friendships.
D.  Allof them.
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1. Early Sunday, tests showed that one building at the plant was giving off radiation levels 10
million times higher than normal. Zx%) & &), that one building at the plant was giving
off radiation levels. 10 million times higher than normalf&—{-that5| $A &N, 1
showed 18, give offTEX BFEEA “Bith” .

2. Tokyo Electric, which owns the plant, later said the number was closer to 100,000 times the
normal level. &%) & &%) . which owns the plant2—whichF| 5 1k FR & 4 & M
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3. It might seem strange to talk about a Cherry Blossom Festival in relation to the crisis in
Japan. A8 A5RiEA] . TUEE A 3E, HIER £iE o talk about a Cherry Blossom
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Well, for many of you, seeing a train probably doesn’t seem like that big a deal. They’ve been
rolling around the U.S. since the 1820s. But for people in Afghanistan, it’s a different story. Trains
aren’t brand new there; the country has had them before. But there hasn’t been a functioning
railroad in decades. That is, until now. Ivan Watson tracks down what it could mean for
Afghanistan.

A sight not seen in Afghanistan in nearly a century: a locomotive rolling down the tracks.
This nearly completed railroad, a symbol of hope for a country suffering through 30 years of war.

The last time Afghanistan had a railroad was in downtown Kabul in the 1920s. Today, this
rusty little locomotive is all that’s left.

Due to poverty, isolation and conflict, Afghanistan skipped the age of railroads. Afghans went
from riding horseback to traveling by car, and relying on trucks to ship goods down a dangerous
network of roads. But the 75 kilometer-long railroad in northern Afghanistan could revolutionize
transport in this landlocked country. ,

This new railroad is part of an effort to build a new trade ¢orridor from central Asia to

southeast Asia, across the war-torn country of Afghanistan. If they succeed in extending the



