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Abstract

Since the 1980s, along with all-round reform of the
economic and social struc_tufe_ and its development in depth,
China has undergone a good many  changes in political,
economic, ideological, cultural fields and so on. During this
period of social transition, the market-oriented resource
allocation model, urban and rural social management system,
as well as the changes of the policies at almost all levels, led
to the realignment of the interest structure and the population
structure of the whole community, which resulting in social
polarization and increase in disadvantaged groups. In many
fields, the corresponding new system and new specification is
not yet perfect and adapt to the new changes, but the old
social order, value criterion and ethics system become a
failure or disorganization due to a major impact. The friction
between the new and old systems and the unbalanced
development of social reform lead to a number of new social
conflicts and social issues inevitably. The problem of urban
beggars in today’s China just comes forth in this background,
and it’s a perplexing and controversial reality.

The basic object of this study is the problem of urban
beggars in today’s China. It’s trying to explore its essence and
forming mechanism through the complex phenomenon of
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begging. In the understanding of the concept, we treat the
problem of urban beggars as a series of social contradictions
and conflicts triggered by beggars’ appearance, existence and
actions. From an overall perspective, the problem of beggars
is complex. It involves the difficult position of the beggar
groups, whether the choices are correctly made in survival
mode for certain individuals and groups, whether the actions
are aberrant and various social conflicts and wurban
management problems arisen after the influx of beggars.
From a structural point of view, the problem of beggars also
shows a remarkable characteristic of level, from the
individual to the family, from the government to society,
from the material interests to mental values, from the formal
rules and regulations, laws and policies to the informal
customs, and cultural norms, all are permeated with a
“problem” at the scene. In other words, this study treats the
problem of beggars as a “problem cluster” which takes the
bggging act as a center.

Pursuing the personal meaning and social significance of
the begging action is the starting point for the analysis of the
problem of beggars. Begging as a means of survival instinct,
it’s permitted by the government and the social and cultural to
some extent, and it’s somebody’s “last straw” when. they fall
into the plight of ‘survival in the condition of government and
system’s “dereliction of duty” and “failure”. Formally,
beggars neither : rely on the government and social
organizations, nor on family or friends, relatives, instead,
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they take to the streets to seek assistance, which is different
from other formal means of social relief. In the original
sense, we could look at it as a special, combining self-help
with the rescue survival form, it plays a positive role in
preventing someone from risk and maintaining social
stability. However, the phenomenon of begging, after all, is
a non-normal, negative social phenomena. According to
different standards, this article will put all kinds of
consequences into “problem”.

This paper discuss the problem mainly from three
aspects; Firstly, describing and summarizing the performance
of the urban begging in today’s China and the characteristics
of the structure of the beggar groups, through the analysis of
the groups’ composing, ways of begging, and behaviors,
based on a lot of information. Secondly, analyzing the so-
called problem of beggars. The problem of beggars has
complex content, it will make the problem of beggars of all
judges for different people from different positions using
different perspective. Taking the phenomenon of begging as a
clue, we’re trying to show the essence of contemporary city
beggars. Finally, discussing the reasons for the formation of
the problem in a systematic way, and analyzing the
relationship between the family crisis and problem of beggars
emphatically.

The problem of urban beggars forms in the period of
social transformation, in the study of logic, we present a
general queries: Before the reform and opening-up policy,
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China’s overall economic development was much worse, but
why no serious urban problems of beggars took place? We
know that with the rapid urbanization and transformation,
the beggars problems facing the environment and conditions
embodied in the social relations and conflict of interest, from
the elements to the structure, have undergone profound
changes . All of these have injected new meanings into beggars
problems in the new period, broadened the original function
of the relief and enriched the connotation of beggars
problems. According to the explanation of, begging as a non-
normal social phenomena means imbalances and asymmetries
of the social operating system. The condition of the
imbalance and momentum is certainly associated with social
systems, policies and the culture of value. For example, the
planned economy, average distribution, barriers between the
cities, ideological and moral standards, values, low
population flow and control measures to the beggars will play
a inhibiting role in the beggars problems. According to this,
the paper integrates driving factor, inhibition factors and
conditions which will impact beggaring to analysis the
phenomenon in the relationship structures, policies and
systems and the ideological and cultural during the period of
China’s social transformation, thus trying to find an academic
explanation for the cause of the current problem of beggars.
In this study, we take the theoretical framework of social
disorganization, from all forms of begging and a lot of
begging cases, through the analysis of the interests, values,
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contradictions, conflicts and incident in the interactive
process between beggars and cities, trying to reveal the
characteristics of China’s current urban phenomenon of
begging and the essential content of the so-called “problem”,
and on this basis, sum up the problem of beggars in the system
causes, demonstrate emphatically the tremendous impact on
the China’s family due to the phenomenon in the social
system, social structure, ideology and culture and values
during the process of social transformation, thus leading to
the function of the many families into crisis, and the families
with problems is one of fundamental reasons for formation of
the urban beggars problem. As family plays a importance role
in linking community and individuals, this paper proposes
that the starting point for solving the problem of beggars is to
make the family responsible.

Key words  Begging; Beggar; Problem of Beggars; Social
Disorganization; family crisis
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