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Prologue

The portfolio we would like to present to the readers is a collection of the award-winning works in domestic and international architectural competitions designed by students
of School of Architecture, Tianjin University. It provides the students majoring in architecture with references of their study. Meanwhile, it records the development and changes
and demonstrates the quality of works of the recent national and international competitions in architectural design. Furthermore, it represents the educational tradition of our
school, focusing on cultivating the talents with devoting faculty and excellent students.

School of Architecture, Tianjin University had edited and published a portfolio of students” architectural competition works in 1995, which gained praises from faculties and
students in domestic architectural schools and became an important reference book. In 2007, our school has published another book by editing the students’ competition designs
from 1995-2007. Both books have recorded ten-year’s achievements of students’ competition designs in Tianjin University.

In the past 10 years, architectural education in China has been developing rapidly: the number of universities with program of architecture has grown up to about 270. At
the same time, dramatic changes have taken place in domestic and international architectural design competitions for students in many aspects, such as the type, topic and
quantity. While inheriting the outstanding tradition of our department, we have been actively adopting the newest architectural teaching concepts, processing innovations,
encouraging creative thinking and cultivating international perspective. The talent education should not only focus on the current situation, but also forecast the industry’s
future development and keep up with the pace of the world. As a tradition of our school, the students are encouraged to participate in competitions with the guidance of their
teachers, which is, to a certain extent, an examination of the teaching results. The students are well trained during the competition process, which brings them an experience of
collaboration and intensive work under pressure. Moreover, the training helps cultivate a systematic open thinking for architectural design, from merely focusing on techniques
to valuing the authenticity of architecture such as social realities and technological developments.

Even more gratifying is that during the 20 years, some of the competition winner whose designs are included in the published three books have been or are being grown to be
excellent architects, they are either in the forefront of building design or become teachers and appear as instructors in the subsequent portfolio.

We can say that this collection is a continuation of the previous books of students’ design in architectural competition, also a summary and exhibition of students’ achievement
for the School of Architecture of Tianjin University from 2007 to now, we would like to present it to our alma mater, as a gift for the 120th anniversary of the 1895 founding of
Tianjin University.

Zhang Qi
Aug. 2015
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