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story

HHETHAY

Liz: an English archaeologist, twenty-seven years old, works in
Athens.

Stavros: Liz’s boss, a professor of archaeology.

Eleni: she has a restaurant in Poulati on Sifnos.

Yiannis: Eleni’s brother, a fisherman.

Nikes: a policeman on Sifnos.

Takis, Mike and Mr John: three men on a yacht.
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1. Read the back cover introduction. What do you think happens
in this story?
2. Look at the map on page 7. What do you know about Greece
and the Greek islands?
3. Match the chapter titles with the sentences from each chapter.
_ Chapter 1 Get well!
_ Chapter 2 Gold
______ Chapter 3 Poulati
__ Chapter 4 The fire
__ Chapter 5 The man called Takis
a) ‘There was still a lot of smoke coming from the boat.’
b) ‘If you don’t take a holiday, you’re going to get very, very ill.’
c) ‘I didn’t like the good-looking man. What was he doing
here?’
d) ‘The village feels as old as the mountains behind the village
and the rocks under the sea.’
e) ‘Sifnos was once very rich, the guidebook told me, because
of its gold and mines.’

4. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



'ter 1 Getwell!

It began with a visit to the doctor. ‘You need a
holiday,’ the doctor told me. “You need a rest.’

‘I can’t take a holiday,’ I answered. ‘I’'m too busy.’

‘No, Liz,” said the doctor. ‘You don’t understand.
If you don’t take a holiday, you’re going to get very,
very ill.’

‘I’'m just tired,’ I said. ‘I feel tired.’

‘No,” he said. ‘It’s more than that. Are you doing
too much? You teach, don’t you?’

‘Well, yes,” I said. ‘I’'m teaching and studying
archaeology at the university.’

‘What else are you doing?’ he asked me.

‘I’m learning to speak Greek,’ I replied. ‘And I'm
writing a book.’

‘I see,” he said. ‘You’re learning to speak Greek,
you’re writing a book and you’re working at the
university. Don’t you think that’s too much? How
many hours do you sleep at night?’

‘Four or five hours most nights,’ I told him.

‘It’s not enough,” he said. ‘You need to slow down.
Is your husband here in Greece with you?’ the doctor
asked.

Chapter 1 Getwelll 9



‘No,’ I told the doctor. ‘I was married but my
husband left me. Last year.’

‘I understand,’ said the doctor.

‘No,’ I thought, ‘you don’t really understand.
Because you don’t know that my husband left me and
went to live with one of his students. Because you don’t
know that I am still very angry. I am both angry and
sad. You don’t understand because you don’t know that
I had to leave London to be away from my husband
who is still working at London University.’

Only a year ago everything was wonderful. I had
a good job in London. I had a wonderful husband.
I loved him and he loved me. Or I thought he loved
me. But then I found out that he was actually in love
with someone else. My wonderful world wasn’t real.

But that was a year ago. Now I lived in Greece
and had a job I enjoyed. And I had a wonderful, kind
boss, Stavros. Stavros looks like a big animal and has
a black beard. But he’s a very good archaeologist.
Sometimes I think that he can feel what is under the
earth, even before he begins to look for it. And he’s
very kind. I love working for him.

After I left the doctor’s, I went to see Stavros at
the university.

Stavros is a very big man, but his office is so
untidy that sometimes it’s hard to find him. As usual
there were pots and bits of pots all over his desk.
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