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TYPE

Main Idea

Main idea questions ask you what the passage is generally about. They may ask you about the
subject or main idea of a lecture, or in the case of a conversation, they may also ask about the main
topic or purpose of the conversation. The main idea question will always be the first question after
each listening.

Sample Question @A)

Why does the student go to see the professor ?

(A) To ask if he can skip class for a competition
(B) To ask about the material on an exam

(C) To reschedule the date for an exam

(D) To ask about how to study for exams

The student explains to the professor that he has a competition throughout the exam week and asks if he can take the
test when he gets back. Therefore, the best answer to the question is (C): To reschedule the date for an exam.

/—J Script | ~
Listen to part of a conversation between a student and a professor.
Professor (female): Oh, hello, Steven. Come in. So, you said that you needed to ask me about something?

Student (male): Uh, that’s right, Dr. Ashton. | was kind of concerned about something | saw on the syllabus. In two
weeks we have a test on Shakespeare’s play Hamlet, right?

Professor: That's correct. But you've been doing very well in my class so far, so | don’t think you should worry
about that.

Student: Um, that’s not really what bothers me. See, | have to go to a big competition for the school's swim team.
It's out of state, so | will be gone for the entire week. | wanted to know if | could possibly, you know, take the test
when | get back.

Professor: [Sighs] Well, Look, | can sympathize. But that’s not really fair to the other students, is it? This is an
important test, and you'll have more time to prepare for it than they will.

Student: [Resigned] Yeah, you're right.

Professor: Well, look. If you're willing, what | can do is give you the test earlier, so you won’t miss it for your swim
competition.

Student: Earlier, huh? Hmm. Well, I'll have to study sooner than | expected. But | don’t think that will be a problem.
- J
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Keys to Solution

@ Listen carefully to the beginning of the lecture or conversation. Often, the main idea is stated in the
beginning of the passage.

< Pay attention to the words after the following expressions:

Lecture:

« I'd like to talk about ... / We're going to discuss ...

» Today we’ll be focusing on ...

» Today I'd like to continue our discussion on ...
Conversation:

* | have some problems ...

« | was wondering if ...

« | was just coming by to tell you ...

@ Listen for frequently repeated words or any idea that is mentioned in different ways. Words or ideas
that occur frequently in the listening most likely have something to do with the main idea.

© The correct answers for main idea questions correctly summarize the main points of the passage; they
must neither be too specific or too broad.

How the Question is Worded

Lecture Conversation
2 What is the main topic of the lecture? 24 Why does the student go to see the professor?
4 What is the lecture mainly about? 4 Why does the student visit the registrar’s office?
< What are the speakers mainly discussing? < Why did the professor ask to see the student?
2 What problem does the woman have?

Part A. Question Types «e 13



Basic Drill \

«¥ Listen to each passage and choose the best answer to the question.

Listen to part of a conversation between a student and a human resources office clerk.

1 Why does the student go to see the clerk?

(A) To see what jobs are available

(B) To apply for an advertised job

(C) To get information about career possibilities
(D) To ask about the department’s website

Listen to part of a lecture in an American history class. (&1 4)
2 What is the main topic of the lecture?

(A) The causes of the American Civil War

(B) The effects of the American Civil War

(C) The battles of the American Civil War
(D) The status of slaves in the North and South

Listen to part of a lecture in a medical science class. ((f1s)
3 What is the main topic of the lecture?

(A) The ways to properly use antibiotics

(B) The side-effects of antibiotics

(C) The discovery of antibiotics
(D) The rise of antibiotic-resistant bacteria

14. FREESFESEERER S8 - a8



=

Listen to part of a conversation between a student and a professor.

Why does the student go to see the professor?

(A) To ask about a possible topic for her paper

(B) To ask about the way to document sources for her paper
(C) To ask about resources for her paper

(D) To ask about including charts in her paper

Listen to part of a lecture in an earth science class. (5] 7

What is the lecture mainly about?

(A) Properties of the Earth’s center
(B) The geological layers of the Earth
(C) The Earth’s magnetic field

(D) Theories about the Earth’s core

Listen to part of a talk in a philosophy class. (T&ie

What is the main topic being discussed?

(A) Artistic works based on Thoreau
(B) Thoreau'’s protest against slavery
(C) The life of Henry David Thoreau
(D) The beliefs of Henry David Thoreau

| 1. Main Idea |

Mp3
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TYPE

Detail questions ask you about explicit facts and details given in the listening passage. They generally
ask about the important details related to the gist of a lecture or conversation. Typically, there will be
1-2 detail questions. Sometimes these questions ask you to select more than 1 correct answer.

Sample Question &>

Which La Venta monument depicts a god of the Olmecs?

(A) The giant head statues

(B) The giant central mound

(C) The giant mosaics found in the city
(D) The carvings on their stone altars

The professor mentions stone altars as one of the Olmec remains and says most people believe their carved figures are
some kind of divine being that was worshipped. Therefore, the best answer to the question is (D).

— Script |

Listen to part of a talk in an American history class.

Professor (female): Now, in Central America, between two to three thousand years ago, there existed an ancient
civilization known as the Olmec. Much of what we know about them comes from the excavation of an ancient city

known as La Venta, located on the coast of southern Mexico on the Gulf of Mexico and first excavated in the 1940s.
Who can tell me some things we’ve found there?

Student 1 (male): Well, there are those giant stone head monuments, right?

Professor: Yes, that's the most famous discovery. These statues of rulers are an impressive 9 feet high and weigh
about 18 tons, but they are just one amazing find. There’s also a large central clay mound that resembles a

volcano, large mosaics representing jaguar masks, and elaborate stone altars. Now, these altars contain some
interesting features. What might those be?

Student 2 (female): Are you talking about the images of their gods, the weird jaguar-babies?

Professor: Right. Some of them have carved figures that look like a mixture of a jaguar and a human infant. While

they are very mysterious, most people believe that these were some kind of divine being that was worshipped.
This has been indicated in the Olmec monuments from other locations, too.
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