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Hariri Memorial Garden

Located in front of the Grand Serail (the Government headquarters),
on a hill by one of the main gateways to the city center, Hariri
Memorial Garden is an homage to Lebanon's ex-Prime Minister, bru-
tally assassinated on February 14, 2005.

Rafic Hariri will be remembered not only as a central figure in the
country's complex political scene, but also as the man who rebuilt
Beirut's war torn historic commercial centre through the launching of
the most ambitious construction program in the history of the coun-
try.

The story of his rise from the son of an impoverished farmer in a pro-
vincial town to one of the region's most respected and influential
political leaders will continue to inspire many.

The project's intent was to create a place that reflects the values of
this historic figure, pays tribute to his vision and achievements and
perpetuates his memory. A monument rather than a public space, its
design is a sober expression symbolizing the legacy of a visionary
leader.

Elongated planes of gray stone and water mirrors, laid on a grass sur-
face, step down towards the city center. Although they appear as still
water planes flushed with the stone steps, in fact these water mirrors
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are overflowing basins. The soft sound of water comes as a surprise
when one walks next to them; reinforcing the idea of movement
towards the city below. The triangular configuration of the site further
emphasizes the directionality of this garden, in a gesture that seems
to lead the passerby towards Beirut's downtown.

A row of jacaranda trees marks the edge between the steps and the
Serail's facade.

The garden is bounded by a basalt retaining wall that saves the level
change between the memorial and the neighboring orthodox
Armenian Prelacy, anchoring the space at its West end. The effect is
solemn yet intimate, impressive yet simple, monumental yet humble.
The project presents a limited palette of elements and materials,
charged with symbolic significance. The steps symbolize the gradual
rebuilding of Beirut and an open invitation to the city. The basalt
stone planes symbolize grief, sobriety, and perseverance. The water
mirrors symbolize life, purity, peace, and the immaterial. Grass sym-
bolizes tenderness and compassion. The jacaranda trees symbolize
joy, sorrow, hope, and through their cycle of birth and death, life's
constant renewal.
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01 Sidewalk Edge

02 Sidewalk

03 Water Mirror

04 Water Mirror Border
05 Jacaranda Trees
06 Grass

07 Fresh Air Duct for Mechanical

08 Access Trap to Basement

09 Water Tank

10 Technical Area + Mechanical Room

11 Sump Pit

12 Fresh Air Plenum for Mechanical Room Ventilation
13 Concrete Tunnel for Mechanical Fresh Air Ducts
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01 Sidewalk

02 Water Mirror

03 Steps

04 Jacaranda Trees

05 Grass

06 Access Trap to Basement

07 Fresh Air Duct for Mechanical Room
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01 Access Trap to Basement

02 Water Tank

03 Technical Area + Mechanical Room

04 Trench for Water Drainage

05 Fresh Air Plenum for Mechanical Room Ventilation
06 Concrete Tunnel for Mechanical Fresh Air Ducts
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Salame Residence

On a remote site, 2,700m above sea level, the client wanted to create
a peaceful sanctuary away from the hustle and bustle of city life. An
escape from the hectic lifestyle of a renowned businessman, founder
and CEO of a Lebanese luxury department chain store, and a venue
for hosting gatherings.

The landscape program was to create a serene environment that cap-
tures the beauty of the mountain ranges beyond and provides ample
space for contemplation, yet allowing for occasional gatherings and
entertainment to occur.

Due to the steep nature of the site, and almost 1:1 slope hilltop, pro
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viding safe usable space was the main challenge of the intervention.
Two simple gestures define the whole landscape intervention:

At the front side, the granite base of the house was extended to pro-
vide all the needed outdoor space, delineated by a peripheral water
element that provides a safe boundary in addition to swimming and
lounging, while absorbing the panoramic views. Access to showers
and changing rooms was also carved out of that surface.

At the backside, the hilltop was carved out, almost as a crater/sunken
garden, providing a safe, informal, green and organic space in con-
trast to the formal expression in the front.






