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HHEPPAY

Tess: a tour leader who works for Wild Country, a walking
holiday company

Grant: another Wild Country tour leader

Ellen: a Canadian woman on holiday

David: a sixty-year-old man on holiday

James and Sarah: a honeymoon couple on holiday

Astrid: an eighteen-year-old Scandinavian woman on holiday
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1. Look at the front cover of the book. Who can you see? Where
are thcy?

2. What do you understand by the words ‘wild country’?

3. Look at the maps on page 7. Where does the story take place?

4. Read People in the story on page 6. What is ‘Wild Country’?

5. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



The flower
market mistake

The woman in the red dress was holding some large
yellow flowers to her face. Behind her, there were lots
more flowers — big flowers, small flowers, flowers of
every possible colour.

I was very pleased I’d got up early to see Nice’s
famous flower market. It was beautiful, and it helped me
to forget that I wasn’t going to have a nice day. Or a nice
ten days.

Grant Cooper! Grant Cooper! 1 couldn’t believe I was
going to work with that man for ten days. It was going to
be horrible. But I wouldn’t think about it until I had to.
And here, in the market, I could almost forget.

There was colour all around me — not just the flowers,
but also the people buying them in their summer clothes.
Even the buildings behind the market were colourful —
red and orange with blue windows. What a lovely picture
it would make, if I only had my paints with me. But I did
have a pencil somewhere. I could do a quick drawing.
I still had a few minutes before I had to leave for the
airport.

I found the pencil in the bottom of my shoulder bag,
together with an old letter. Soon my pencil was moving
quickly over the back of the letter as I began to draw
the woman in the red dress. She was smelling some
red flowers now, and her hair was very blonde in the
sunshine. As [ drew what I saw, I quickly forgot about

Chapter 1 The flower market mistake 9



everything else. The woman buying the flowers obviously
knew the flower seller. They were talking and laughing
together, and I had lots of time to work on my picture.

I don’t know how long I stood there. I only know that
the next time I looked at my watch, it was nine o’clock.
Nine o’clock! I only had thirty minutes to get to the
airport. Oh no, I was going to be late. Again.

But before I could put the pencil and paper back into
my bag, I felt something soft against my legs. It was a
small brown dog, and he was on his own. ‘Hello, boy,’ I
said. ‘Are you lost?’

The dog seemed to smile up at me, and I reached out
to touch it. The dog smiled again, and then...it bit me!

I screamed and jumped quickly back from the dog.
Too quickly. There was a very loud crash behind me.

‘Mademoiselle!’ shouted an angry voice.

I turned round to see flowers all over the ground. ‘I'm
sorry,” I said. ‘That dog — it bit me!’

“What dog?’ asked the angry flower seller.

‘Well, that one,’ I said, but when I looked down, the
dog had disappeared. ‘It was here a minute ago,’ I said,
turning to look. Unfortunately, I turned so quickly that
my shoulder bag flew through the air and crashed into
some more flowers.

‘Mademoiselle! shouted the flower seller again.

‘I’m sorry,” I started to say, but then I noticed that
things were about to get even worse. A river of dirty
water from the flowers was moving very quickly towards
the blonde woman’s expensive white summer shoes.

‘Madame!’1 shouted, but it was too late.

‘My shoes!’ cried the blonde woman.

‘My flowers!” cried the flower seller.

10 Witd Country
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I held my hand up to show what the dog had done.
‘My finger!’ I cried, but neither the flower seller nor
the blonde woman was interested in my hurt finger.

* * *

After I’d given a lot of money to the flower seller for
her flowers, and to the blonde woman to clean her dirty
shoes, I caught a bus to the airport. I was feeling fed up.
It wasn’t the best start to a new tour. But then my tours
never did seem to go well.

I’d been a tour leader ‘for Wild Country, my father’s
walking holiday company, for a year. In that time I’d been
late meeting a group at the airport several times. I’d also
lost my wallet, with all the money to buy food for the tour
group for a week in it. And, of course, everybody who
worked for Wild Country knew about the time I’d taken
a group to the wrong town on the wrong day. They’d all
missed their plane home. Now, that was a very famous
mistake.

My mistakes were so famous in the company that
doing something wrong was called ‘doing a Tess
Marriot’. I think it was Grant Cooper who started saying
that, actually — horrible man.

And now my father had arranged for me to work with
Grant Cooper on this tour. He thought I would learn
something from Grant — something to make me a better
tour leader. I thought my father was wrong. I was just
too different to Grant; and I didn’t want to be like him
anyway.

After thirty minutes in a hot bus with these thoughts
going round and round my head I felt very fed up. Which
was the opposite of how I should be when I meet a group

12 Wild Country



