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Introduction

Encounters is the culmination of an international effort to create a Chinese language pro-
gram that both encourages cultural exchange and transforms the way modern languages are
taught and learned. Immersing English speakers in the sounds of Chinese and the nuances
of China’s rich culture, Encounters is designed to engage learners by providing exciting
learning environments in an unprecedented range of media, promoting understanding of the
Chinese people and their culture through a dramatic storyline and cultural interviews.

The use of video in the classroom is highly motivating, especially when learners become
caught up in a story and want to know what happens next. There is a consensus among lan-
guage teachers that video engages learners like no other medium. It encourages learners to
communicate in the target language; in other words, it fosters a communicative learning
environment.

Video allows learners to see language in action. In watching a video, viewers are exposed
not just to verbal cues but also to nonverbal ones—body language, gestures, expressions—
aspects that are unique to each language and culture.

This screenplay, which accompanies the Encounters video episodes, provides numerous op-
portunities for activities and exercises that can be teacher-directed or learner-directed. For
example, learners can “interpret” scenes or act them out, making their own video vignettes.
In addition, the video can be viewed in a variety of ways, thus changing the dynamics of
instruction. Watching with the sound turned off, for instance, can stimulate language activ-
ity as viewers try to guess what’s happening. Or teachers can provide an introduction to the
scene before turning on the video, to help beginning students make sense of what’s going
on. Learners can read the screenplay before viewing, as a preview to the action, or they
can consult the transcript after viewing, to check their comprehension. A third option is for
learners to follow along as they watch.

Whether you are a language learner or a teacher, you will find many ways of using the vid-
eos, and the accompanying screenplay, to make language learning fun and lively.
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The Cast of Characters

April (Aibora, 345 ). 24, of Chinese origin. She is quiet but resilient and strong. Born in
the United States to a Chinese immigrant family, she grew up in San Diego. April accompa-
nies her husband, Alejandro, to China.

Alejandro (Aldihanduo, FI3EN % / FIZKE % ), 29, Mexican American, married to April.
He is passionate and has a very big personality. A photographer assigned to document the
changes happening in contemporary China, he believes in the value of his work.

Lynn (Lin, 3£ ), 25, an American from Los Angeles. She leaves her home and, through a
series of detours, eventually travels to Yangshuo to teach English. She tries hard to fit in and
be accepted by the community, clearing away misunderstandings along the way.

Tang Yuan (Tang Yudn, JEt / FE# ), 24, Chinese, a folk artist in Yangshuo. He loves art
and has achieved some local success. He is kind, warm-hearted, and very respectful of his
parents, but he can also behave rebelliously.

Chen Feng (Chén Féng, [%U% / Bl ), 27, Chinese, a businessman in Beijing, originally
from a small village in southern China. He is idealistic, confident, and extremely ambitious.
Though he is a bit of a workaholic, he also enjoys taking risks. At the beginning of his ca-
reer, he works hard and expects the same from everyone else (although he is the hardest on
himself). He and Li Wen are a couple.

Li Wen (LT Wén, 2558 ), 27, Chinese, teaches English in Yangshuo. She is gentle and very
understanding. She and Chen Feng have been together for some time; however, because of
the distance between them, things haven’t always been easy. After serious discussions, they
decide that Li Wen should quit her job in Yangshuo and move to Beijing because it’s best
for their relationship.

Mao Zhipeng (Mdo Zhipéng, EFEM / B &M | also known as Xido Mdo, /hE ), 28,
Chinese, a college friend of Chen Feng’s and a partner in the firm that Chen Feng directs.
He is keenly observant of the business market, and his personality balances Chen Feng’s
risk-taking nature.

Prof. Yang (Ydang Jidoshou, ¥ ##% / 5 2(#% ). 58, Chinese, professor at Chen Feng’s
university. He loves tai chi and Chinese chess and is very skilled at calligraphy. He is tender
and caring, often acts as a father figure to Chen Feng, and gives advice by drawing meta-
phors from life. He is a good friend and a great teacher.

Mick (Mike, 2K%¢ ), Australian, a traveling cyclist. He is funny, adventurous, and gregari-
ous, but not much is known about his age, profession, or background.
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The Dramatic Story Line

In Episodes 1-10 you met Lynn, an American teacher who arrives in Yangshuo, where she
encounters Li Wen, the teacher Lynn will replace in the local school. Li Wen is moving
to Beijing to be with her fiancé, Chen Feng. Chen Feng and his best friend, Mao Zhipeng
(known as Xiao Mao), have ambitious plans for their rapidly growing advertising business,
but the company is suffering from growing pains. Soon after Li Wen arrives in Beijing,
Chen Feng’s old friend Alejandro—a Mexican American photojournalist—arrives in China
on an assignment, accompanied by his new wife, April. An American of Chinese descent,
April is visiting China for the first time, hoping to reconnect with her extended family.

As we rejoin the stories of Encounters, our characters continue to search for the elusive bal-
ance that is lacking in their lives. Lynn discovers that no matter how far she goes to escape
her past, she brings that with her. Life in the village is no simpler than her old life, merely
different. Tang Yuan feels increasing pressure from his family and finds that even turning to
his new friend Lynn for support can have unintended consequences for them both.

Li Wen’s hopes of a closer relationship with Chen Feng in Beijing lead to disappointment as
she finds herself alone in an unfamiliar city, unable to help him as his life begins to collapse.
Chen Feng’s early success in business has given way to serious problems. As the mounting
pressure threatens to overwhelm him, he lashes out at those closest to him. Always his big-
gest asset, his self-confidence seems likely to become the source of his downfall.

For Xiao Mao, already under pressure from his family, the falling-out with Chen Feng is the
final straw. He strikes out on his own, following the path his parents have prepared for him.

April and Alejandro also find that their story is not unfolding as they expected. As April
struggles to resolve the conflict she feels between her desire to explore her Chinese heritage
and her need to bond with Alejandro, he works to find a balance between his professional
life and his personal life. As they travel across China, the tension between them grows, until
it threatens their relationship.

Mick continues to explore China on his bicycle, still searching for something that he can’t
really define or explain. As he travels, he finds himself increasingly drawn to the people and
the places, yet still driven to travel onwards.
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Episode Eleven

{LEEIR
HAVEN'T WE MET BEFORE?

11-1 BEWING—CHEN FENG’S OFFICE
AL si—BRigEIp A% / Je R ——BRE A %

g 23 W 7k
Céiwd jingli
FINANCIAL MANAGER

Bri, ] E TRV SRR, BAASRis--

B > AR H AT BB R A A > LB

Chén zéng, gongsi muqidn de cdiwt zhuangkudang hén bl hdo, juti 14i shud ...
President Chen, currently the company is in a difficult financial situation. Specifi-

cally ...

Bl / B e
Chén Féng
CHEN FENG
PRSE
TR 568 ©
Ni xian shud.
You go first.
W/ &
Mishi
SECRETARY

INERBTFEAES KRBT . ARRELIF/NE R EEA), W

INE RS A A REVIEI o ARRBEA I NE R EBER > AT

Jianéda de Hé xiansheng jintian déo Bé&ijing. Bénldi shi yughdio Xido Mdo qu
jiudian jié de, késhi ...

Mr. He from Canada is arriving in Beijing today. Xiao Mao was supposed to pick
him up at the hotel, however ...
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R / BRI
Chén Féng
CHEN FENG

e R RANEREE P, WA RATT RSB &EILS. XM, EEH
R, REEREDREL. (R —HPJL, MEITBERGE .

A RBMYBEEES » MEBBRRMERME GRS - B > REA
Lt o REREIREDR o RBE—BLR > HMBEMAE -

Hé xiansheng shi wémen de zhongydo kéhu, ta néng géi wdmen daildi hén
dud de hézud jihui. Zhéyang, wd qginzi qu jié ta. Ni déng wd huilai zai shud. Ni
gén wd yikudir, zdnmen xianzdi jit zéu.

Mr. He is an important client. He can bring a lot of cooperation opportunities. I’

pick him up myself. We’ll talk again after [ come back. You come with me; we’re leav-
ing now.

11-2 XI’'AN—ALEJANDRO AND APRIL’S HOTEL ROOM
P E——PBE N RSE WA 2 s B/ WK ——PI RS RSB i % 5

BRI %2 / Pl 3K 1 %2
Aldihandud
ALEJANDRO

It’s a done deal. My boss told me I have two options—finish the new assignment or
lose my job. Baby, I can’t afford to NOT do this.

DR E A R %]
Aibéru
APRIL

I know that, and I understand. You know I love you and I want you to succeed. It’s
just that I've invested so much into planning this, and now everything is falling apart.

11-3 BEIJING—A HOTEL LOBBY
AL —REN R4 / Je R — WK i

WP/ E
Mishi
SECRETARY
FEXANG 7
RS E g ?

Shi zhé ge ma?
Is that him?
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PR / B
Chén Féng
CHEN FENG
PLZAXA N
REZREBA -
Yinggai shi zhé ge rén.
I think so.
farsetE / ek
Hé Xiansheng
MR. HE
FERRSEAEND 7
SRR ?
Shi Chén xiansheng ma?
Are you Mr. Chen?
BRIG / BRI
Chén Féng
CHEN FENG

AP, B M, WO TSEAE , fARK, faT/MIH o TR, X R A ESE,
BT

R, B WL B TS T ARK T /ANH BB 3E R RS
ELY

Shi wo, shi wé. Huanying, huanying. Hé xiansheng, Hé taitai, Hé xidoji&.
W& shi Chén Féng. Zhe shi wd de téngshi, Wang Li.

Yes, yes, that’s me. Welcome, welcome. Mr. He, Mrs. He, and Miss He. I'm Chen
Feng. This is my colleague Wang Li.

5 / (e A
Hé Xiansheng
MR. HE
T, REF,
EL&A: o REF o
Wdng niishi, ni héo.
Nice to meet you, Ms. Wang.
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Mishd
SECRETARY
REGARIRAL,
1R e BB R R AT o
Hén gdoxing rénshi nimen.
[t’s a great pleasure to meet you.
f5ehE / fl st
Hé Xianshéng
MR. HE

AFERE, ERNIAET .

AR BRMAET -

Bu hdoyisi, rang nimen jiti déng le.

Sorry for having kept you waiting for so long.

PRI / BRI&
Chén Féng
CHEN FENG
HE, RR, BRKR.
M WRRR o WBR -
O, méi guanxi, méi guanxi.
Oh, that’s OK, that’s OK.
A/
Mishii
SECRETARY

PR, PREBRZEG?

BRAR > JREHELIG ?

Chén zéng, ni qu qti ché ma?

President Chen, are you going to get the car?

BRI / BRI&G
Chén Féng
CHEN FENG
U ARARMIGEIRMRE, fFng 7
4 o ARSIt AE » 4705 2

Hdo. N&a nimen xian gén ta zéu, héo ma?
Yes, please go with her, OK?
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farsetE / a4
Hé Xiansheng
MR. HE
it
i o
Hdo.
OK.
fal/NH 7 fa] ZNdi
Hé Xidojié
MISS HE

oG, FEEERDT .

WG > FREEE AT

Mdma, wd ydo qu cesud.

Mom, I need to go to the restroom.

W/
Mish
SECRETARY
R, TEARE. FakiRE,
> FEAREL o AR o
O, zai nali. W& dai ni qu.
Oh, it’s over there. I’ll take you there.

AR / A
Hé Taitai
MRS. HE
HRBAR E L5, RIEEXILEE
RRMIMEL L3 o RIEBREE
N& wémen gén Wéng niishi xian qu. NI zai zhér déngzhe.
Then we’ll go with Ms. Wang. Wait for us here.

fap5eA: / fr etk
Hé Xiansheng
MR. HE
It
i o
Hdo.
OK.



s/ E
Mishdi
SECRETARY
g7 fsea?
B L0 ? fy oA ?
Nin y& qu ma? Hé xiansheng?
Do you want to go, too, Mr. He?

faseH: / ) etk
Hé Xiansheng
MR. HE
AHT, REXILE,
ART s REERSE -
Bayong le, wd zai zhér déng.
No, I’ll wait here.

fiSetE / 5k
Hé Xiansheng
MR. HE
MR, BAIARIZEIMIE SEEERAER, WEE, RIFNRE. &
BERATREIBAL TORIAE, PRI ) R
BREA: » RIMAFRZMEIHB GERMRAER - HEF > REAWE - &
A ABS A TR - MRIRETLRE o
Chén xiansheng, wdmen gdongsi zhijian de xiangmu hézud mugidn méiydu
jinzhén, shud shihud, wé bing bu mdanyi. Xiwang wémen nénggodu zud xialai
goutdng, jinkuai jiéjué wenti.
Mr. Chen, the cooperation between our companies hasn’t seen any progress yet.

To be frank, I’'m not satisfied. I hope we can sit down and have a good talk to solve the
problem as soon as possible.

BRI / R I
Chén Féng
CHEN FENG
s, RXH. BAIWATFVE, HETER 7 —mx, HREHER,
K—EXREIH,
e » RIEHK - RIMIAFVE » HETRAR 7T — L F & - (LRFHHHER
R—EGHRENM -
Hé xiansheng, shi zhéyang. Wémen de gongsi ne, mugidn shi yudaole yixié
kannan. Danshi ging xiangxin wd, wd yiding hui jin qudénli de.
Mr. He, here is the situation. Currently, our company has run into some difficulties.
But please believe me. I’ll try my best.



