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Unit One

ERARENNANCRE
Criteria of Reading Ability
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EXEEPEM &, . duty (I £% By &8
iz eee), truth (PCFE, FOAHs ZL55, Kis SBiR--),

2. JFHEL SRAEYTFHRIRERBNE X .
He refused to tell the truth X/~ FH, truth BfE#
“TLAR” X—IEE, ERAXAMLHTTFh, RITER
MR “Berigny Zif, truth XIFayRH4EHHE,

3. MFELTXHRHNERE: MRECLE X4 F i
AWK ETX A, REXGWHE T, W The police
questioned the young man for two hours. But he re-
fused to tell the truth, RIEH—EINIA 58, he
&35 the young man (413 the young man 5%, it
FNEH ECEEM), T the truth BIFHEA “Efa T
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4 EEMAE. IMEZFEIGFFENEE. A,
&5, %%, NEEHWGERIER U THE, /FEX
the young man #hiF#HE BN E,

AAENEXMEEXHERT, AEXBENEAHT ) B
#, RESIT TEXBRIXFE:

Ranch life has always centered around the cow-
‘boy, one of the most colorful people in the history
.of the American West, Stories about cowboys are
-very popular in America and all over the world. Peo-
-ple think of cowboys as free people, unafraid to
‘battle with wild animals, living close to nature, with
ithe trees and the sky and the stars. Today there are
far fewer cowboys, and they no longer live as they
.did. But their hold on the imagination is still .strong.
‘The old=time cowboy is the hero of many books, films
.and songs. He is a national hero and a treasured part
.of the national past.

& 1o REMER. UUE—arhiy colorful —id Jx i,
AFSRE S, SOSER ETaB L, &
EHs FERs WEIANT,

2; AFHEE, ANE—1aF R the most colorful
people X —i45FRH] 4, colorful people RIEETF (Ef)E
BRATRRIIANA, TIAREISE A LR,

3. rTXMEE. NETXNREHFOMSRIT
At —3p #f#, colorful people Ri5 “ETFHFETHA
. {free, unafraid to battle with wild animals, living
.close to nature - ), X[HJB TFHEAM, Today there are
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far fewer cowboys”, [ DLt fi1J& the most colorful
people in the history of the American West (EERE
FeEtBREEHETERHAN.

I fEEe AR, EELBRTA, {REX cowboys &
RT A MmBER O, BEA{EER T “national hero”
43 treasured part” ZE3EiE, HULHL 40 colorful BFER
BRI,
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(1) F: WEMRYE"NERE, BAEREREERE
I B EE E,

(2) REPHESAE MM, HiRFEEW f"z‘?ﬁ_'E.TfC'i‘ﬁ’;”ﬂ‘J
WX REELEHRRIAL, MWi%iaX B @D+ 5oh
A2 A g,

(3) AEZE WM E, BIBETIRERRET I, PhddE
K4k, 0, Henry Ford was the first one to build
cars which were {ast, reliable and cheap. HIL 7 4%
Henry Ford -+ {irst .. build cars .- fast, reliable ::- ch2ap
AMMBE R LHET .

(4) LETFE—EGER AENNELEE,
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(5) MEBNNEFETINENERE, UERESZR
BhEm,

(6) REHEEERMRR, AFEaZI8E,

AR LR R PR ® AR RS ) BNE T EX R0
TR, REMEETHEIZS.

’I‘hroughout history, people have been interested
in knowing how language {irst began, but no one
knows exactly where or how this happenszd. How-
ever, we do know a lot about languages, the languages
of today and also the languages of earlier times, Thers
are probably about three thousand languages in the
werld today. Chinese is the language with the most
speakers,  English, Hindi-Urdu, Russian and Spanish
are alsc spoken by many millions of people. On
the other hand, some languages in the world have
less than one hundred speakers.

There are several important {amilies of languages
in the world, For example, most of the languges
of Europe are in one large family called Indo-European.
The original language of this [amily was spoken about
4,500 years ago. Many of the presznt-day languages
of Europe and India are modern forms of the language
of 4,500 years ago.

Languages are always changing. The English of
today is very Cdifferent from the English of 500 years
ago. In time, some even die out completely. About

1.000 years ago English was a little-known relative of
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German spoken on one of the borders of Europe!

Ii a language has a large number of speakers, oe
if it is very old, there may be differences in ths
way it is spoken in different areas. That is, the lan:
guage may have several dialects! Chinese is a good
example of dialect differences! Chinese has been spok:
en for thousands of years by many millions of speaks
ers. The differences between the dialects of Chinese
are so great that speakers of Chinese from some parts
of China cannot understand speakers from other parts}

Total words: 284 Reading time

Exercise: Choose the correct answers to the iollcwing

according to the passage you have just read:

1) The subject of this passage is about
2) language
b) dialects
c¢) the difference between language and dialect
d) speakers of different languages
2) The main idea in the {irst paragraphis that = 3
a) we have much knowledge about languages
b) most people in the world speak Chinese
¢) there are thousands of languages in today’s world
d) some people know several languages
3) In today’s world, there are about =~ languages!
a) 3,000
b) 3,500
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¢) 4,500
d) 5,000
¢]) Most European and Indian languages
a) are no longer spoken
b) are very much like each other
¢) came from the same family
d) are important languages of the world
'5) The example which the writer glves to show ths
changes of a language is
a) Spanish
b) English
¢) German
d) Chinese
3) The word ‘dialect’ in paragraph 4 means
a) the language spoken by some Chinese
b) a place Wwhere a special kind of languagz is
spoken
¢) a people who speak a special language
d) the form of a language used in one part of
a country
MBRTRAREG, KERAKRK, FAERL, AERE
g, ReEEE RS EHIEEN,

Reading Passages
(A) Ranch Life

To many people ranch life means the Wild Weast!
‘Many children dream of becoming cowboys or cows=
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girls and lexding rcmantic adventurous lives. But ranzh
life is in fzct a hard business, demanding strangth
and a great deal of work.

Ranchers raise cattlz for the meat that people eat.
Since meat is a favourite food of people everywhere,
ranching is a very Important job. Ranching is ons of
the oldest and biggest industries in the world!

Most ranches are lIocated in £lat open country
where there is plenty of grass for the cattle to fead
on. Like all other kinds of farming, ranching is a
difficult job. Dry weather or rainstorms can destroy
the food nesded for the cattle, or the cattle themsszlves
may becoms sick and diz. The rancher must always

be on guard against th= dangers that nature can creats
g

History of ranching

A long, long time ageo, at the very beginning of
civilized life, people began to keep cattlel These peo-
ple were wanderers, driving their herd from place to
place, looking for fresh grass and water. Later, man
began to settle in the placas where the food and water
were plentiful. hey built houses for themselves and
shelters and yards for their animals! These werz th-
first ramches:

Cowboys

e,

ernRigc;L‘}ife has always centsrad around the cowboy.
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one of the most colorful people in the history of the
American West. Stories about cowboys are very po-
pular in Amerjca and all over the world. People think
of cowboys as free people, unafraid to battle with
wild animals, living close to mnature, with the trees
and the sky and the stars. Today there are far fewer
cowboys, and they no longer live as they did. But
their hold on the jmagination is still strong. The old-
time cowboy is the hero of many books, films and
songs. He is a national hero and a treasured part of
the national past.

The American cowboy first appeared in Texas.
around 1836. Soon ranches spread and cowboys were
working in almost every part of the west.

Cowboys® lives centered around the roundup and
the cattle drive. Every winter and summer the cattle
fed at the ranch. In the spring and autumn the cow-
boys rounded up the cattle, and separated the beef cat-
tle from the rest of the herd, and drove them over
many miles of open country to the nearest railroad
station. From there the cattle were sent to slaughter-
houses. In the 19th century, railroads were few and
far between. Driving the cattle was a long hard job,
There was danger from cattle thieves. The cowboy
rose at sun-up to start the cattle moving. They drove
them all day through the heat or dust or wind. The
men were often on horseback 15 hours a day. Cow-
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boys had to be skillful and strong. They had to be
skilled horsemen and good gunmen. Their clothing
was made for protection. The wide-brimmed hat was
worn to protect them from the sun, dust and ths rain.
The gun protected them against cattle thieves!

Now much of the adventure has gone out of the
cowboy’s life. He no longer has to struggle with
thieves. Most ranches are quite close to railroad sta-
tions so the long cattle drive is a thing of th= past.
Modern inventions have taken over many of ths cow-
boy’s old jobs. The modern cowboy must oftsn be a
technician himself in order to use the new devices for

the care of cattle and for the running of the ranch.

Notes to the Text

ranch /ra:nt|[/ n, a very large farm where sheep,
cattle or horses are produced K45
to ranch Jpk¥d5

romantic [ra'mentik] a. JREHYs {FAF(AI)AY

cattle /’katl/ n. large four-legged farm animals, es-
pecially cows

herd /ha:d/ n. a group of animals of one kind which
live and feed together

Texas /‘teksas/ (3)FBFRENT I

roundup /’raundap/ n. ¥
to round up —to gather together

«cattle drive LS 31
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