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Preface

Peony (Mu Danj is a famous popular plant peculiar to China. It has many different
names in Ching such as Mu Shao Yao or Shao Yao. It has existed in China in a natural
state for over 5000 years and the Chinese people started to cultivate it over 2000 years
ago. Mu Dan and Shao Yao were first mentioned in “Ben Cao Jing" which is a legendary
ancient book on medical herbs written by folk doctor Shen Mong, It is said that Shen
Nong once tasted hundreds of herbs and discovered the medical value of Peany. The
ancient pecple had io learn about usages of medical herbs from oral accounts given by
their masters as no written records existed then. “Shen Mong Ben Cao Jing™. a similar
medical book, appeared during Qin or Han dynasties and was written on woodean or
bamboo slips.

Peany was widely planted in most regions of China. The 3 major areas aof planting
are Chang An in Tang dynasty, Luo Yang in North Song dynasty and He Ze in Ming
and Qing dynasties. According to historical records, many kinds of Peeny planted in
Chang An in Tang Dynasty were introduced from Talyuan of Shanxi . The hometown of
Empress Wu Zetan is in Wen Shui County which belonged to prefecture of Taiyuan
during Tang dynasty. A prose written in Tang dynasty said:" Our Empress has her
hometown at Xine and many nice houses there are surrounded by lots of strikingly
beautiful peonies. Our empress, seeing that the imperial capital has no such beautiful
peonies, ordered people to plant peonies in the impeial court and Oh, fram that day an.
lots of peonies were planted every year in many places.’( quoted from “Prose On
Peony” by Shu Yuan Yu of Tang dynasty). Xihe is the old name of Wen Shui County.
Much peonies are still planted around Taiyuan city now and the most famous peonies
there are at Dual Tower Temple. The Temple ancther name was Yong Zuo Temple

and got its present name because 2 towers were built beside i during the rule of

Emperor Wan Li of Ming dynasty. A kind of very nice purple pecny ariginated in deep
mauntains was first planied in the temple during Ming dynasty and is now still showing
its splendid and eye-caiching beauty every late spring after aver 400 years of history,
The best pecny in Shanxi is at Taiyuan and the best peony in Taiyuan is at the Dual
Tower Temple. Mr. Luo De Pu has edited and published this nice picture album 1o show
the beauty of Taiyuan peonies headed by the purple paony at Dual Tower Temple, His
warm action is a big contribution to Taiyuan peonies and all peanies in China and | give

him my most-sincere congratulations.

& LiBao Guang.
Febuary, 2005

at He Ze Teachers College
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Preface

Peony is & traditional famous flower of China. She is elegant and poised, beautiful and
imposing, bright and lustrous, heavily fragrant and sweet and. therelore, 1s regarded
as the symbol of peace and tranquility, wealth and rank, luckiness and happiness.
thriving and prosperous by Chingse people. In Tang Dynasty. peony was popularly
called “ethereal color and celestial fragrance”. In Ming Dynasty, it was formally called
national flower and a “national flower hall” was built in Jile Temple (Very Happy Temple)
of capital. In Qing Dynasty, empress dowager Cixi compared herselt to a peony and
gave an impenal order to appoint peony as national flower while building the “national
flower platform” in Summer Palace by filling the foot of mountain with earth. Peony had
50 illusiious position and so respectable and honorable reputation in the hearts and
eyes of people as for exceading its own value and was praised as rich and powerful
fiower, flower king, ethereal color and national flower.

People knew peony earliest when it began to be used as drug and, afterwards,
gradually introduced it into arificially cultivating from wildly growing and made it an
ormamental plant, She is one of the earliest plants in the world's horticulturalization,

Peony has strang suitability and there is very broad land region for its cultivation in the
vast territory of our country. It has different charactenstics between its different varigties
due to the difference in species origing and ecologic environment. Therefore, the
vangties of peony in our country are 5o many as maybe called innumerable. While the
peonies of Central Plain are still regarded as being ranked in the top place.

As said in the material, the peonies of Chang'an in Tang Dynasty originated from the
time of Tianhou peried and came from Zhongxiang Temple of Fenzhou (now Wenshui
of Shanxi). When Wu Zetian introduced peony to the imperial palace in Chang'an from
West River, it was the most flourishing period in the development histary of peony and
it was just in the period that the coinciding-petal variety are cultvated.

As demonstrated by experts, there were the original wild-growing peonies in Jishan
of Shanxi very early ago. There is an old peony tree in Sanhe Village, Guxian County,
Shanxi, which was planted in Tang Dynasty as legend said and is still open to date.

“Taiyuan peony” 1s an important component part of Chinese pecnies. The peonies
cultivated in Taiyuan City and its peripheral region are as many as up to several ten
peany thousand trees, but still with the peony garden of Double-pagada Yongzuo
Temple as the largest and its varieties most. Yongzuo Temple. the tamous temple of
Shanxi located in Haozhuang Village east of the M*han district of Taiyuan City is just
situated at the foot of Twin Pagoda. the representative building in Taiyuan, and was
initially built in the twenty-seventh year of Wanli Period, Ming Dynasty (AD 1589,

where there are green trees and red walls, exquisite niche attics. dark-green pines and
cypresses, and an air of great antiquity, all of which are famaous in the world as “lemple
garden”, The peony “purple-rosy cloud immoral” of Ming Dynasty planted in the garden
has a history of more than 400 years and is one of the oldest ‘temple peonies™ in our
country, which has expenenced the historical great changes brought by fhe time and
now still graws with luxuriant foliage, various colorful flowers, beautiiul scenes and heavy
fragrance. Now. it has become a rarity among the beautiful and fragrant flowers of
Taiyuan Gity.

1 am grateful o the photographers Luo Depu, Lin Mujie and Liang Laigui of Taiyuan
City. It is just they that aimed the camera lens at Taiyuan peonies. They always waited
heside the peanies whenever the seasan for the peonies of Yongzuo Temple to burst into
bloom came. They recorded the elegant and extraordinary charm of peonies in thair
own camera lens. They expounded their dense affection of love, appreciation and
extalment for the peonies of hometown. The nearly ane hundred pleces of works collected
in the photograph album “Taiyuan Peonies” are just the works of these photographers in
recent years which takes the peonies of Taiyuan Yongzuo Temple as main part. | am
deeply moved by the lofty sentiment of the phatographers to love lite and love the
hometown. As an enireprenaur of Taiyuan City, | not only should be duty-bound for the
development of Taiyuan economy but alsa do not decline to shoulder a responsibility for
the cultural construction of Taiyuan City. The publication of the photegraph album “Taiyuan
Peonies” acts temporarily as a good stan for me to support the cultural construction of
Taiyuan.

| wholeheanadly wish that, while making economic take-off, Taiyuan City can propagate
itself by applying multi-kind forms and forge itseff; let Taryuan advance toward the worid
and let the world understand Taiyuan; and let the cultural ancient city having a long
history shine youthfulness and ascend the rank of naionwide strong cities in culture

An Aizhong

January. 2005
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The capyright for the photographic works colected in “Talyuan Peonies” is in the
possession of the photographic authors themselves and, without the written
permission of the photographic authors themselves, no units or persons should

787800 >
duplicate or spread any parts or total of the contents of this book in any forms T



HEBRWE
WIFXKIEHAE—A

F— AEREE

- o fEREME

Y

E=W RiZTiRE

[MIXEHREKIEHAETEREE

10-13

1435

36—-111

112-115

Fpe



¥

EMAKETE, BRAEEFRET.










EHERME (CIP)
KEHF SEEEHR. - LK.

2005.2

6

ISBN 7-80069-656-1

[ =
V.J429.5

At - E - R - R’E

%=

HEREEE Z AR,

hERRARFIE CIP £iB4%F (2005 ) 010373 5

(KR WEZE

fom &l
ES £
8l £ £
E3 &=
ES %

5 =
Ht
u s

R <

&= %l
REXBE
AREmA
WME 111

RE
TE
ZER
BRIX ZBF

FTEE iRk ZRE BENR
H B KBY REF LI
(U EREREEHE

SRE MRE RRE
T 5 FEHE N R NRB
FTRE KIBFE 5 R R B

wOR (UEREREEHR)
ERE
WasiEEAg
BEE
KRR = M(%@)ﬁ@
ARBREFINRE
AR EAD Eyﬁ%
ARHOFXMENEZER S
WEHERA A
AR REBE
f K 1
2g Long 1
Be ‘ & |

Editorial Board of “Taiyuan Peonies

Advisor

Director

Deputy directors
Members

Chief editor

Deputy chief editor

Photographers
Editorial members

Planning

English translation
Legal advisor
Coordination units

H hift

[ESi I S
8K 1T
REREH:
=

BN il
F K
En 5

B =

Wang Lianying
An Aizhong
Wu Guangwen  Meng Jinping

An Meizhi An

Zhang Jianping

Yu Chunsheng Junhui  Yang Chaojie
Y . J

Wu Yong Xu Baojun  Guo Yulin

Han Wengqi (in sequence of strokes of surame in Chinese character)

Luo Depu

Hua Min

Luo Depu Lin Mujie Liang Laigui

Wang Fang Wang Yingmin Liu Gang Sun Furong
Li Huilian Zhang Yanping  Luo Yi Raong Jing

Man Da (in sequence of strokes of surname in Chinese character)
Luo Depu

Shanxi Province Translation Company

Han Yousheng

Taiyuan Clothes Town (Group) Co.. Ltd

Taiyuan City Shuangta Cultural Relics Preservation Office

Taiyuan City Yingze Park Management Committee

Taiyuan City Yingze District Haozhuang Village Committee

Shanxi Shengtang Picture House

Taiyuan Xinguangjiac Digital Image

P R R 5 R AR
s

F# AR Z AR AR

4 4%

IEmEBHRERTIEE

Jb =3 Fe S R HIARED R  BR 2 5
787 #k x 1092 =X 1/12
10

ISBN 7-80069-656—-1/1.404



L

¢

I

),

HARTEEERTZRE, XIEE B 8WE. N9A., £E
%, Bo000 FLAEHEPINEKRD 2000 REVATFUBHE. HAECBZIHAE
. RREAFHRETR (RER), 18&, MR2EE, —Bmtt8. &
IS HA, SANEABNE. BATREYFICR. RS8R, RN
ZiR, DEARNSBESTT ON BzL, 88 (BRAER),

EAAEISAES 2, JTiERE, BAIKZ, ILREHE. BELEN
WIRESE, ATBEHAN=ADEREPIN. BEECH, BRAKZHA, 7§
2GR EMUTERRIHARE A8, BURBIRFEZIIEIIKE , BAIOKE
KRN, "Rz, Bit, BaEEs. TaHR, BERR. KB5S
2B, ReoBtaR. Blt, RENBBREER.” (B - &tE HIRE) &’
. BMHESIK. I, KREEHHME ARAD, DIUESHPERAZ S,
WES, ME2XKAS, BFSEREADMERMEIEMES . SAEAHN
KEl, RABEGIY, BRI, B#IMS, BIREREIIETKETRRAI,
HE 100 REAXXMM, DHDESEE, BEiHe, Ehifik. Linis
HAR, ARMAERE. SREFRERELRE (KR B, 2R
B RAR, ERARIABEBNXR ., XN AR AL ENE TP
EHEN— KT, B6MWE 2EAR.

54

2000 I ? BFTERFRERR



Prei:

Peony (Mu Dan) is a famous popular plant peculiar to China. it has many different
names in China such as Mu Shao Yao or Shao Yao. It has existed in China in a natural
state for over 5000 years and the Chinese people started to cultivate it over 2000 years
ago. Mu Dan and Shao Yao were first mentioned in “Ben Cao Jing" which is a legendary
anclent book on medical herbs written by folk doctor Shen Nong, It is said that Shen
Nong once tasted hundreds of herbs and discovered the medical value of Peony. The
ancient people had to learn about usages of medical herbs from oral accounts given by
their masters as no written records existed then. “Shen Nong Ben Cao Jing’, a similar
medical book, appeared during Qin or Han dynasties and was written on wooden of
bamboo slips.

Peony was widely planted in most regions of China. The 3 major areas of planting
are Chang An in Tang dynasty. Luo Yang in North Song dynasty and He Ze in Ming
and Qing dynasties. According to historical records, many kinds of Peony planted in
Chang An in Tang Dynasty were introduced from Taiyuan of Shanxi . The hometown of
Empress Wu Zetian is in Wen Shui County which belonged to prefecture of Taiyuan
during Tang dynasty. A prose written in Tang dynasty said:* Our Empress has her
hometown at Xihe and many nice houses there are surrounded by lots of strikingly
beautiful peonies. Our empress, seeing that the imperial capital has no such beautiful
peonies, ordered people to plant peonies in the imperial court and Oh. from that day on,
lots of peonies were planted every year in many places.”( quoted fram “Prose On
Peony” by Shu Yuan Yu of Tang dynasty). Xihe is the ald name of Wen Shui County.
Much peonies are still planted around Taiyuan city now and the most famous peonies
there are at Dual Tower Temple. The Temple another name was Yong Zuo Temple

and got its present name because 2 fowers were built beside it during the rule of

Emperor Wan Li of Ming dynasty. Akind of very nice purple peony originated in deep
mountains was first planted in the temple during Ming dynasty and is now still showing
its splendid and eye-catching beauty every late spring after over 400 years of history.
The best peony in Shanxi is at Taiyuan and the best peony in Talyuan is at the Dual
Tower Temple. Mr. Luo De Pu has edited and published this nice picture album to show
the beauty of Taiyuan peonies headed by the purple peony at Dual Tower Temple, His
warm action is a big contribution to Taiyuan peonies and all peonies in China and | give

him my most-sincere congratulations.

& LiBao Guang,
Febuary, 2005

at He Ze Teachers College
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Peony is a traditional famous flower of China. She is elegant and poised, beautiful and
imposing, bright and lustrous, heavily fragrant and sweet and, therefore, is regarded
as the symbol of peace and tranquility, wealth and rank, Juckiness and happiness,
thriving and prosperous by Chinese people. In Tang Dynasty. peony was popularly
called “ethereal color and celestial fragrance”. In Ming Dynasty, it was formally called
national flower and a "national flower hall" was builtin Jile Temple (Very Happy Temple)
of capital. In Qing Dynasty, empress dowager Cixi compared herself to a peony and
gave an imperial order to appoint peony as national flower while building the “national
flower platform™ in Summer Palace by filling the foot of mountain with earth. Peany had
so illustrious position and so respectable and honorable reputation in the hearts and
eyes of people as for exceeding its own value and was praised as rich and powerful
flower, flower king, ethereal color and national flower.

People knew peony earliest when it began to be used as drug and, afterwards.
gradually introduced it into artificially cultivating from wildly growing and made it an
ornamental plant. She is one of the earliest plants in the world's horticulturalization.

Peony has strong suitability and there is very broad land region for its cultivation in the
vast territory of our country. It has different characteristics between its different varieties
due to the difference in species origins and ecologic environment. Therefore. the
varieties of peony in our country are so many as maybe called innumerable. While the
peonies of Central Plain are still regarded as being ranked in the top place.

As said in the material, the peonies of Chang'an in Tang Dynasty originated from the
time of Tianhou period and came from Zhongxiang Temple of Fenzhou (now Wenshui
of Shanxi). When Wu Zetian introduced peony to the imperial palace in Chang'an from
West River, it was the most flourishing period in the development history of peony and
it was just in the period that the coinciding-petal variety are cultivated.

As demonstrated by experts, there were the original wild-growing pecnies in Jishan
of Shanxi very early ago. There is an old peony tree in Sanhe Village, Guxian County,
Shanxi, which was planted in Tang Dynasty as legend said and is still open to date.

“Talyuan peony” is an important component part of Chinese peonies. The peonies
cultivated in Taiyuan City and its peripheral region are as many as up to several ten
peony thousand trees, but still with the peony garden of Double-pagoda Yongzuo
Temple as the largest and its varieties most. Yongzuo Temple. the famous temple of
Shanxi located in Haozhuang Village east of the utban district of Taiyuan City is just
situated at the foot of Twin Pagoda, the representative building in Taiyuan, and was
initially built in the twenty-seventh year of Wanli Period, Ming Dynasty (AD 1599),

where there are green trees and red walls, exquisite niche attics, dark-green pines and
cypresses, and an air of great antiquity, all of which are famous in the world as “temple
garden’. The peony “purple-rosy cloud immortal” of Ming Dynasty planted in the garden
has a history of more than 400 years and is one of the oldest “temple peonies” in our
country, which has experienced the historical great changes brought by the time and
now still grows with Juxuriant foliage, various colorful flowers. beautiful scenes and heavy
fragrance. Now. it has become a rarity among the beautiful and fragrant flowers of
Taiyuan City.

| am grateful to the photographers Luo Depu, Lin Mujie and Liang Laigui of Taiyuan
City, Itis just they that aimed the camera lens at Taiyuan peonies. They always waited
beside the peonies whenever the season for the peonies of Yongzuo Temple to burst into
bloom came. They recorded the elegant and extraordinary charm of peonies in their
own camera lens. They expounded their dense affection of love. appreciation and
extolment for the peonies of hometown. The nearly one hundred pieces of works collected
in the photograph album “Taiyuan Peonies” are just the works of these photographers in
recent years which takes the peonies of Taiyuan Yongzuo Temple as main part. | am
deeply moved by the lofty sentiment of the photographers to love life and love the
hometown. As an entrepreneur of Taiyuan City, | not only should be duty-bound for the
development of Taiyuan economy but also do not decline to shoulder a responsibility for
the cultural construction of Taiyuan City. The publication of the photograph album “Taiyuan
Peonies” acts temporarily as a good start for me to support the cultural construction of
Taiyuan.

I wholeheartedly wish that. while making economic take-off. Taiyuan City can propagate
itself by applying multi-kind forms and forge itself; let Talyuan advance toward the world
and let the world understand Taiyuan; and let the cultural ancient city having a long
history shine youthfulness and ascend the rank of nationwide strong cities in culture,

AnAizhong
January, 2005



