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(Dick Dylon is a new foreign teacher of English. Liu Lin, one of his Chinese

students, is interested to know about the education he received.)

Liu Lin:
Dick Dylon:
Liu Lin:
Dick Dylon:
Liu Lin:
Dick Dylon:
Liu Lin:
Dick Dylon:

Liu Lin:

Dick Dylon:

Could you tell me what university you went to, Mr. Dylon?
| went to Yale University.

Did you? What courses did you take there?

| did an MA. in philosophy.

How long did you study there?

Four years.

When did you graduate?

| graduated in 2008.

What did you do after that?

I went to Germany.




Liu Lin: Germany? What did you do there?
Dick Dylon: - | taught English to a group of German college students.
Liu Lin: How long did you stay there?

Dick Dylon: Only one year.

(Now Liu Lin is telling Dick Dylon about the education she received.)
Dick Dylon: Would you like to tell me what university you graduated from, Liu
Lin?
Liu Lin: 1 graduated from North University in 2009.
Dick Dylon: How old is the university?
Liu Lin: It was founded in 1947.
Dick Dylon: How many students were there in the university?
Liu Lin: There were over 29 000 students.
Dick Dylon: Did you have any foreign students?
LiuLin: Yes. Some came to do their first degrees and we had a lot of
graduate students, too.
Dick Dylon:  Did most of the students live on the university campus?
Liu Lin: Yes, we had dormitories for all the students. The college canteens

served meals, too.
Dick Dylon: Did you enjoy your time in the university?
Liu Lin: Yes, | did.

...................................................................................................

Caroline as a Teacher

Caroline’s favorite subject at school was math: she enjoyed solving
problems, and was interested in the teaching methods. But most of her friends
tended to find math very difficult, and because they thought it was a useless
subject, they saw no point in working at it. Math was, in fact, the least popular
subject in Caroline’s class.
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During Caroline’s last year at school, the teachers went on strike for two

months to protest against the size of their classes (30— 35 was typical). Each L
morning, Caroline gave private math lessons to three of her friends, so that they ' FaAH]
would have a chance of passing their examination. She’s patient, and good at Bt FiX;
explaining things to people, and the lessons went well. Caroline and her three s 89
friends all passed. They offered to pay her for the lessons, but she refused. She 0

felt sympathy for the teachers’ strike, and did not think it would be fair if she took B, 4226

money for doing their job.

Check your understanding

p¥C

omplete the following table about Dick Dylon’s activities in the past few years.

Years Activities
: ——1 went to Yale University
| 2. In2008
7 3. went to Germany

i} Are the following statements true (T) or false (F) according to Dialogue B?

@ 1.
O 2.
[ 3.
O 4.
[ s.

North University was 50 years old when Liu Lin graduated.

There were nearly 9 000 students in North University.

There were only foreign graduate students in North University.

Almost all the students in North University lived on the university campus.

Liu Lin had a good time in the university.

V Give a brief answer to each of the following questions according to Passage A.

1.
2:

3%

What was Caroline’s favorite subject?

How did most of her friends feel about math?

Did they work hard at it? Why or why not?

What happened during Caroline’s last year at school?

When did she give private math lessons to three of her classmates?
Why did she do so?

How did the lessons go? How do you know?



8. What did Caroline’s friends offer her?

9. Did she accept the offer? Why or why not?

Learn to communicate

K) Here is a summary of the patterns and expressions often used for asking about

somebody’s education. Read them and try to remember them by heart.

—

WO S P R A

What university did you go to? (I went to ... University.)

What university did you graduate from? (I graduated from ... University.)
When did you graduate? (I graduated in ...)

What was your major? (My major was ...)

What did you major in? (I majored in ...)

What course(s) did you take? (I took ...)

Which was your favorite subject? (... was my favorite subject.)

What kinds of exams were given? (There were written exams, oral exams.)

Did you take the TOEFL test? (Yes, I did. / No, I didn’t.)

p» Complete the dialogue and do role play with your partner.

Professor Hart:

Professor Hart:

Professor Hart:

Professor Hart:

Wang Jing:

Wang Jing:

Wang Jing:

Wang Jing:

Wang Fing is a Chinese student who bas just begun her study in California. She is talking to

her teacher, Professor Hart now.

Good morning. Er... Miss Wang, isn’t it?

Yes, that’s right.

When did you arrive in the country?

I've been here for nearly three weeks now.

And do you like it here?

Yes, I love California. But I still have a few problems with the
language.

Yes, of course. But you’ll soon get over that. Now, could I ask you a
few questions?

Yes, please.




