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Women cast their votes

{14 T R

Today in Britain, all men and women over the
age of 18 have the right to vote in elections to the
British Parliament, the European Parliament and
local councils. They have not always enjoyed this
right. As recently as the 19th century, no women
and only men with money or property could vote.
“Universal suffrage”, or votes for all, was still a
long way off.

Change eventually came in 1918, when on 6
February a new law gave the vote to all men and to
women over the age of 30. On 28 December 1918
women in Britain voted in a general election for

the first time. So ended a long campaign by women
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from many different social backgrounds. The most O

active campaigners, known as suffragettes, had defied
=
ridicule and public condemnation. Hundreds had gone ¥,
T
to prison for their beliefs. L5
i
In the 1918 general election, there were only 17 Q@
e
women out of 1600 candidates to become Members e o
of Parliament (MPs). But in 1919, Nancy Astor g
triumphantly entered the House of Commons as ¥
Britain’s first woman MP, and in 1924 Margaret Bon- 2
dfield became the first woman government minister. x ©
@
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In 1979 Britain elected its first female prime minister, Margaret
Thatcher. Today, there are more women in Parliament (119 out of a
total of 659 MPs in 2004) than ever before.

Winning the vote in 1918 was a huge victory for women’s
rights after a long struggle. In 1928 the law was revised to give all
women over 21 the vote. The voting age for both men and women

was lowered to 18 in 1969.
HH T E—AraEM: IR - BUVR. 2K, HEESH L
A RATEELLDIERE £ (20044E, 1F FRE659fFEH, 4otk 5 E11978)

F—B HEHARISS, iB1918FER RN, T4

IR S & — N ERIIEF]. 19285, &

WL 21 I DA R 2R 19694F, ¢
PRI 18% .

Margaret Thatcher waves from number 10 Downing Street with her husband ‘
Denis, after victory in the 1979 general election makes her Britain’s first female
prime minister.
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Peace after war

SR

Women in Britain had always worked on
farms and at home, but the Industrial Revolution of
the 18th and 19th centuries changed the nature of
the work they did. Many women took jobs in the
new factories and textile mills, despite being paid
less than male workers. Later on, women found
jobs in the expanding business world, working in
telephone exchanges and as clerks and typists. The
largest group of women workers were domestic
servants - there were two million of them by 1911.
Working allowed women more independence, but

they had little or no say in running the country.
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The lives of many women in Britain were
irreversibly changed by the First World War, whi-
ch broke out on 4 August 1914 and lasted for fo-
ur years. Millions of men joined the army and
hundreds of thousands of them were killed in ba-
ttle. With so many men away fighting, women were

forced to do men’s work. By 1918, more than four

19144E8 H4HIE & H B IAPU4E 2 AR —IK
R KK, gl 7TiF % EEH L4
He. BB FBEANML, Ml 1T L TRIASE
e, BEERZHHFFENDS, HLIIAER
MRS T, FT1918%F, 4005 5104 T

|
Millions of men enlisted in the armed forces to fight in World
War I. Women took over many men'’s jobs on the*home
front”.
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million women were at work in factories, on farms
and in hospitals.

The 1914-18 war proved that women could do
many jobs just as well as men. The post-war world
was changing rapidly, with inventions such as the
aeroplane, radio and cinema improving the quality
of everyday life. Women wanted this change to
extend to politics - they wanted to be allowed a say

in their country’s government.
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This government poster
urged women to do war
work making munitions
(weapons). In return,
women expected fair
treatment.

BRMESERRAL R
FHE FIEETRERRE).
\XANEN NAEFBEA
MEHERE,

> 11

MgR4 9|

AHOLSIH HLIM S3LVa
AL L e

e
=
@

HOTrrES

EI9HZE8I6F

B10A 34} LIAN USLUCAA

R e 17




The long struggle
{2{RAIERY

In 19th-century Britain, most men and many
women (including Queen Victoria, who reigned
from 1837 to 1901) believed a woman’s place
was at home. They pointed to the history of great

ancient civilisations. Women in ancient Greece had

ottt E, KERBFMTFLE4L(E
TR T 1837 21901 % Z AN 2 £) EINE
LR BAER T M BGET LR ER
S RN ELERER BT HETTE N

April 27th, 1909
&
WOMEN'S

The writer Mary Wollstonec- |
raft pictured on a suffrage | TRADES AND
meeting programme.Her most i ' PROFESSIONS
famous book was called A | | e
Vindication of the Rights of by
Women,published in 1792.
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played no part in Greek democracy, and Roman
women were not allowed to hold public office.
Women’s main role was to look after the home and
raise children.

Inspired by the French Revolution of 1789, in
which equality was one of the defining ideals, some
radicals argued that women deserved the same rig-
hts as men. The pioneer English feminist Mary
Wollstonecraft (1759-97) was a famous champion
of women’s rights. A character in her novel 7%¢e
Wrongs of Women, or Maria (1789) declares
that the world is “a vast prison and women born
slaves”.

A few remarkable women succeeded even
in a man’s world. The nursing reformer Florence
71 SEBRELAFHIEAR, £ AWEZIRTT
SHERERE . EEE4.

ZEN 780 FEEE K EGs BN EE—FF
R AT % BARRRIIRE 2 —, —SEptIRk ki34
LEFEBFRSONA, EELANEE, B
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In the 19th century, few middle-class women worked outside ‘
their homes. Poor women worked long hours for low wages-
many of them as house servants like these “domestics”.

1ott4, ROBHFMEAXEAREIAILE. ABNEX
MELHZ XKHRE(MITE, THERIHD, ‘

Nightingale (1820-1910) and the woman doctor
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson (1836-1917) forged
successful careers, despite opposition from men.

But Florence Nightingale did not want the vote,

1910 ) FMZLZEAFRTIIFE - R - 20EA (1836—
1917) , WA TARREE A ERRS, FEITED
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saying she already had “more political power than
if I had been a borough returning two MPs”. Many
better-off women, content with their comfortable
lives, opposed votes for women, arguing that wo-
men did not have to “compete” with men.

Women who did campaign for the vote formed
committees and organised petitions for their cause,
but in Parliament they had to ask men supporters to
speak for them. Men had to fight for the vote too.
Even after three law changes (the Reform Acts of
1832, 1867 and 1884), not all men could vote in

elections.
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Peaceful protest

HPP-HLIX

Education was the key to equality. By the mid-
18th century, new schools for girls were sending
women to study at universities and follow careers
in teaching, business and medicine. As women’s
opportunities improved, the demand for suffrage
grew. In the United States of America in 1848, a
meeting of women led by Lucretia Mott and Eliz-
abeth Cady Stanton called for the same voting
rights as men. In 1872, American campaigner Sus-
an B Anthony voted in the US presidential election:

she was arrested for voting illegally.

In Britain, women “suffragists” pinned their

HERTFEHREIE. 3 T sttedrht, 3y
A& FFEFINER, BEEFIRFHRE, &
R B SEFIUER RIS . FE
ENEL, M TSBRMERDE k.
1848 7EEE, — M ARINE - R S5
B - JI% - i ERRRS RS TES BTG
[F] S SRAL IR, 18724F, EELAUBHIERIF
B B . LRESIN T EEHDHEAEAIRSE . tEF
B, JRRREESIHRR.

tEEE, G4BT KiEEFLE TiikiL

16 » Women Win the Vote | A& RmiG k34X



