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FRFFK" ( Golden Shovel poem ) BIKA&, 7 ibiE
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We Real Cool

The Pool Players

Seven at the Golden Shovel.

We real cool. We
Left school. We

Lurk late. We
Strike straight. We

Sing sin. We
Thin gin. We

Jazz June. We

Die soon.
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Joy Harjo

Perhaps the world will end at the kitchen table
While we are laughing and crying
Eating of the last, sweet bite.
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To Readers

Dear Readers of these poems, of these attempts to fly,

I believe there is one root of poetry with many branches.
This is a small earth, when seen from the edge of the next
world. China, and the tribal territory in North America from
which I am writing, are not that far away from each other, if
we count by song, not by miles (or kilometers). Poetry erupts
from a collective need to sing. Sometimes the ancestors
sing through us. These could be human ancestors, ancestors
of the stones, winds, animals, or elements. I was the least
likely poet. We did not have persons who called themselves
“poets” in our neighborhood, though there was and is poetry
in songs. In our tribal traditions poetry exists with music and
dance. Poetry gets lonely when standing alone, without its
companions. And I would grow lonely without poetry. The
spirit of poetry came to me when I was a young mother, a

student studying art at the university. It was not an easy path
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and I often wanted to give up. The spirit of poetry came to me
and said, “You are coming with me! You do not know how to
listen. You need to learn grace. I will show you.” I listened. I
am still listening to the songs that rise up into words.

May you find something in these speaking songs to
inspire you, to open your heart’s ears.

Respectfully,

Joy Harjo
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